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COAS, Australian Chief of Defence Force Discuss Ways To 

Boost Bilateral Defence Ties    

• Australian Chief of Defence Force General Angus Campbell called on Indian 

Army chief General MM Naravane and discussed ways to strengthen the 

defence cooperation b/w the two countries. 

• India-Australia defence cooperation continued to expand during the year 2021-

22. Australia participated in Exercise Malabar along with India, US and Japan. 

India was invited for the first time to observe the bi-annual Australia-USA 

bilateral Exercise Talisman Sabre 2021. 

• For the first time, the Indian Navy participated along with the navies of France, 

Japan, the United States and Australia in the multilateral maritime exercise La 

Perouse in the Eastern Indian Ocean from April 5-7 2021. 

• A ‘Joint Guidance for the Australia – India Navy to Navy Relationship’ was signed 

between the Indian Navy and Royal Australian Navy on August 18 2021. 

Consequent to this, the ‘Terms of Reference for the Conduct of Navy-to-Navy 

Talks’ was signed on September 29 2021. The Australian Industry and Defence 

Network (AIDN) and the Society of Indian Defence Manufacturers (SIDM) signed 

a Memorandum of Understanding on September 23, 2021, establishing a 

framework of cooperation between the 2 defence business associations.   
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Commander of US Indo-Pacific command Admiral John 

Aquilino meets Defence Minister  

• Commander of US Indo-Pacific Command, Admiral John Aquilino, called on 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh in New Delhi.  

• This comes in the wake of the India-US 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue on April 11 

where the US had supported India as a defence industry leader in the Indo-

Pacific and a net provider of security in the region. 

• Navy Chief Admiral R Hari Kumar on Wednesday held extensive talks with 

Commander of the US Indo-Pacific Command, Admiral John Aquilino, focusing 

on major challenges emanating from China's increasing assertiveness in the 

Indo-Pacific and possible implications of the Ukraine crisis for regional security. 

• Admiral Aquilino is in India to participate in the Raisina Dialogue, India's premier 

foreign policy and geo-economics conference. 

• The Navy Chief also held wide-ranging discussions with Gen Angus Campbell, 

Chief of the Defence Force of Australia, especially to mitigate security concerns 

in common waters of the Indian Ocean Region. 

• US Indo-Pacific Command 

• United States Indo-Pacific Command is one of six geographic combatant 

commands defined by the Department of Defense's Unified Command Plan. As a 
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geographic combatant command, USINDOPACOM is in charge of using and 

integrating United States Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps forces. 

 

France Mulling Sale Of Used Rafale Jets To Indian Navy  

• The race to sell a new aircraft carrier-based fighter jet to the Indian Navy is 

heating up. Last week, US manufacturer Boeing announced it would be 

deploying two F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet fighters to an Indian Navy test facility in 

Goa for flight trials. 

• The Rafale Marine is the carrier-borne variant of the Rafale fighter, which is 

already in service with the Indian Air Force. 

• The Rafale Marine and Super Hornet are considered the front-runners to win a 

contract that would involve supply of up to 57 jets to the Indian Navy. These jets 

would primarily operate off the aircraft carrier Vikrant, which is currently 

undergoing sea trials. 

• The report noted the Rafale Marine, which is smaller in dimensions than the 

Super Hornet, is well suited to the Vikrant. “... it can in particular easily use the 

elevators of the INS Vikrant. Which would not be quite the case for its American 

rival,”  
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Eyeing Rs 35,000 Crore in Export, India’s Import Ban List a 

Good Start to Tap into Foreign Markets  
• The chatter lately around India’s arms exports, which has grown louder after 

India clinched an impressive $375 million BrahMos Supersonic Cruise Missile 

deal with Philippines, drove me to the thick official data available on the subject. 

• Defence exports have grown almost six times from Rs 1,500 crore to Rs 9,000 

crore in the past five years. 

• India exports Personal Protective Equipment, Offshore Patrol Vessels, ALH 

Helicopter, SU Avionics, Bharati Radio, Coastal Surveillance Systems, Kavach 

MoD II Launcher and FCS, Spares for Radar, Electronic System and Light 

Engineering Mechanical Parts, among others, according to the defence ministry. 

• The exports are going to about 84 countries, with some major export 

destinations being Italy, Maldives, Sri Lanka, Russia, France, Nepal, Mauritius, Sri 

Lanka, Israel, Egypt, UAE, Bhutan, Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia, Philippines, Poland, 

Spain and Chile. 

• According to a Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) report, 

India stands 23rd in a list of 25 largest exporters of major arms and has had a 

0.2% share of the global arms exports between 2017 and 2021—up from 0.1% in 

the years prior to that. 

• Between 2017 and 2021, India’s 50% of defence exports were to Myanmar, 

followed by Sri Lanka at 25%, and Armenia at 11%. 

• Aside from the big-ticket BrahMos deal, the HAL has signed a contract to export 

the advanced version of ALH Mark III to Mauritius, which has been operating the 

ALH and Do-228 aircraft. 
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India offers additional $500 million after China’s muted 

response to Sri Lanka’s request  

• “A friend in need is a friend indeed” is the saying as it goes. The dictum is in full 

play as India has offered Sri Lanka an additional $500 million to help it to import 

fuel while it is in an advanced stage of discussion with the IMF for a bailout 

package. 

• The fresh $500 million additional support by India to Colombo is over and above 

the $ 1.5 billion credit line offered by India earlier. 

• The RMB 200 million ($ 31 million) of Chinese humanitarian assistance to 

Colombo is a diplomatic way of denial rather than genuine support. 

• Sri Lanka has to repay about $ 7 billion this year in debt servicing and other 

obligations. It has sought $ 4 billion of multilateral assistance from the IMF. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 

1. Super Hornet Fighter Jet Is Made By  
A. Dassault 
B. Boeing 
C. Airbus 
D. HAL 

ANSWER: B 
 

2. India Sold Brahmos Missile To  
A. Philippines  
B. Vietnam 
C. Thailand 
D. Japan 

ANSWER: A 
 

3. Hq of ‘The Grenadiers’ Is In       
A. Jaipur 
B. Jabalpur 
C. Lucknow 
D. Noida 

ANSWER: B 
 

4. “Bolo Hindustan Ki Jay” Is the War Cry Of         
A. JKRIF 
B. RR 
C. MAHAR REGIMENT 
D. JKLIR 
     ANSWER: C 

 
5. Brigadier Rank of Indian Army Is Equivalent to which rank of Indian Navy?  
A. Commodore 
B. Captain 
C. Commander 
D. Lieutenant 

ANSWER: A 
 

6. Which Corps of Indian Army Handles Military Communications?  
A. Army Service Corps 
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B. Army Aviation Corps 
C. Corps of Signals 
D. None of the above 

ANSWER: C 
 

7. The Counter Insurgency and Jungle Warfare School Is In  
A. Vairengte, Mizoram 
B. Pune, M.H. 
C. Lucknow, U.P. 
D. None of the above 

ANSWER: A 
 

8. Command In Indian Army Headed By  
A. General Officer Commanding (GOC) 
B. General Officer Commanding-in-chief (GOC-in-C) 
C. Major General 
D. Brigadier 

ANSWER: B 
 

9. Nag Is A  
A. Helicopter 
B. ATGM 
C. UAV 
D. Fighter Jet 

ANSWER: B 
 

10.  Agni-V Is A  
A. Destroyer 
B. OPV 
C. IRBM 
D. ICBM 

ANSWER: D 
 

11.  What is the highest commissioned rank awarded in the IAF?  
A. Air Marshal 
B. Air Chief Marshal 
C. Wing Commander 
D. Admiral 

ANSWER: B 
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12.  India and Sri Lanka are separated by - Located At  
A. Palk Strait  
B. Indian Ocean  
C. Lakshadweep  
D. Arabian Sea 

ANSWER: A 

 
13.   Heron Is A  
A. Tank 
B. Rifle 
C. UAV 
D. Helicopter 

ANSWER: C 
 

14.  Abuja Is the Capital Of  
A. Oman 
B. Qatar 
C. South Africa 
D. Nigeria 

ANSWER: D 
 

15.  “The India Story " Book Is Written By             
A. Chryseis Knight 
B. Sitaram Yechuri 
C. Kareena Kapoor 
D. Bimal Jalan 

ANSWER: D 
 

16.  BIS Stands For           
A. Bureau of India Standards 
B. Beauty of Indian Standards 
C. Bureau of Indian Stand 
D. Bureau of Indo Standards 

ANSWER: A 
 

17.  Where Is the Hq of The Eastern Command of The Indian Army?  
A. Kochi 
B. Shimla 
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C. Pune 
D. Kolkata 

ANSWER: D 
 

18.  Parent Agency of DRDO Is  
A. MHA 
B. MOD 
C. ISRO 
D. None 

ANSWER: B 

19. Exercises B/w India and Nepal  Is Called:  

A. Yama 
B. SLINEX 
C. Indra 
D. Surya Kiran 

ANSWER: D 

20. Dornier 228 Is A  
A. Air to Air missile 
B. Sniper Rifle 
C. Utility Helicopter 
D. Communication satellite 

ANSWER: C 
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