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India Set To Be Part Of 17-Nation “Pitch Black” Exercise In 

Australia  

• India will be part of a mega air combat exercise in Australia this month that is 

set to witness the participation of around 100 aircraft and 2,500 military 

personnel from 17 countries. 

• India’s participation in the exercise, “Pitch Black”, has been confirmed by the 

Australian government.  

• The exercise is scheduled to take place from August 19 to September 6. 

• In June 2020, the two countries elevated their ties to a comprehensive strategic 

partnership and signed a landmark deal for reciprocal access to military bases 

for logistics support. 

• "International participation in Exercise Pitch Black, from within the Indo-Pacific 

region and further abroad, provides all nations' personnel with experience in 

working with aircraft, systems and work practices, in northern Australia's unique 

environment. 

• The Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA) allows the militaries of the two 

countries to use each other's bases for repair and replenishment of supplies, 

besides facilitating scaling up of overall defence cooperation. 

• The Australian Navy was part of the Malabar naval exercise hosted by India in 

November 2020 as well as last year.  
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HTT-40: India’s first Military Aircraft Powered By Lithium-

ion Batteries   

• India’s state-owned HAL in its Annual report said that it has integrated and 

flown ‘Lithium Main Battery’ on HTT-40 and made it the first time in the 

continent using lithium battery for military aviation. lithium-ion batteries used 

have been through extensive tests and have redundant systems to protect the 

aircraft and battery compartments. 

• The HTT-40 is the primary training aircraft of the Indian Air Force. The HTT-40 

will replace India’s current trainer aircraft, the HPT-32 Deepak. The HTT-40 is 

still under development and HAL has produced two prototypes to date. The first 

flight of the HTT-40 was made in 2016. 

Technical Parameters 

• Max TOW: 2800 Kg 

• Speed: 450 Km/hr 

• Range: 1000 KM 

• Engine Thrust: 950 SHP 

• Cockpit: Tandem seating, Air-conditioned cockpit 

• Modern Aircraft System: All metal, FADEC control Turbo Prop trainer aircraft 

with Zero-Zero ejection seats and Multifunction displays 
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• Projected requirement: 106 

 

J&K: Indian Army Performs Floatation Exercise  

• The Indian Army, on August 2, carried out a floatation exercise using the infantry 

Combat Vehicles in the Chenab river in J&K. The floatation exercise with tanks 

and armoured vehicles was performed in a massive display of the Indian Army’s 

might to respond in every situation, especially along the international border 

with Pakistan. 

• It is important to note that the Chenab river flows from the Chenab valley in 

Jammu and Kashmir and then crosses the international border to flow into the 

plains of Pakistan’s Punjab. 

• The ICVs have been developed jointly by India’s DRDO and the TATA group. The 

initiative to develop indigenous vehicles for the forces gives strength to Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of an ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’. 
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Asia’s 2 Biggest Militaries Are Both Getting New Aircraft 

Carriers   
• On June 17, China officially launched its newest and most advanced aircraft 

carrier, Fujian. Fujian is China’s third aircraft carrier and the first to be totally 

designed and built domestically. It symbolizes the Chinese military’s rapid 

expansion and is seen as a potential rival to the US Navy’s nuclear-powered 

supercarriers. 

• But China isn’t the only Asian country getting a new carrier this year. In the final 

days of July, India’s navy took delivery of its new carrier, Vikrant. 

• Fujian- A Type 003-class carrier, Fujian is about 1,035 feet long and displaces 

about 80,000 tons fully loaded. This makes it slightly larger than its 

predecessors, the Type 001 Liaoning and Type 002 Shandong, which were about 

1,000 feet long and displaced 60,000 to 70,000 tons. 

• All three of China's carriers use conventional engines rather than nuclear 

reactors, limiting the power they can generate and the time they can spend at 

sea.  

• Vikrant was officially launched in 2013 and is expected to be commissioned on 

August 15, but it won't be India's first or only carrier. 

• India had former British carriers in service from 1961 to 1997 and from 1987 to 

2016, and INS Vikramaditya, a modified Kiev-class carrier purchased from Russia 

and commissioned in 2013, is the Indian navy's current flagship. 

• At 860 feet long and with a full displacement of about 45,000 tons, Vikrant is the 

biggest warship India has ever constructed. It was designed and built by India's 
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largest shipbuilder, Cochin Shipyard Limited, and 76% of its components were 

developed domestically, according to India's Defense Ministry.  

 
 

Hellfire R9X: The Missile That Turned Al-Qaeda Leader 

Ayman Al-Zawahiri Into Ashes   
• The Hellfire R9X missile, an anti-tank weapon used by the Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA) in the recent killing of Al Qaeda chief and key plotter of the 9/11 

terrorist attack, Ayman al Zawahiri has been used to kill a few high-profile 

terrorists before being used to eliminate Zawahiri on July 31 in Afghanistan. 

• Hellfire R9X missile is basically a modified version of the renowned Hellfire 

missile which was an anti-tank weapon developed in the 1980s and was later 

modified numerous times, especially after the 9/11 attacks, to target 

individuals. 

• The missile is designed in a way that it can shove more than 100 pounds of 

metal in order to kill its target, be it a car or building. 

• Zawahiri took over the leadership of Al-Qaeda after the US Forces hunted down 

Osama bin Laden in Jalalabad of Pakistan. 

What is the Hellfire 9X? 

• Also called the "ninja bomb," the missile has become the US weapon of choice 

for killing leaders of extremist groups while avoiding civilian casualties. 
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• The missile is fired from a Predator drone. It has no warhead, but deploys six 

blades which fly in at high speed, crush and slice the targeted person. 

• This is the reason why it's called the "flying ginsu", after the 1980 TV commercial 

for Japanese kitchen knives that would cut cleanly through aluminum cans and 

remain perfectly sharp.  

• The R9X variant of Hellfire is used only in specific circumstances, particularly 

when a terrorist leader has been pinpointed. It is intended to limit damage 

compared to typical missiles by reducing the risk of killing innocent civilians 

around the target.  
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REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 

1. CIA Stands For   
A. Central Intelligence Agency  
B. Central Investigation Agency  
C. Central Intelligence Accuracy 
D. None 

ANSWER: A 
 

2. Which Terrorist Is Assassinated By the Hellfire R9X Missile?  
A. Hafij Saeed 
B. Qamar Javed Bajwa 
C. Osama Bin Laden 
D. Ayman al Zawahiri 

ANSWER: D 
 

3. Ex HARIMAU SHAKTI, Ex IN-RMN BILAT, HOP EX Conducted B/W India &             
A. Malaysia 
B. Mongolia 
C. UAE 
D. Maldives 

ANSWER: A 
 

4. PLA Stands For  
A. People's Liberia Army 
B. People's Liberation Army of China 
C. People's Liberation Armed 
D. Public Liberation Army 
     ANSWER: B 

 
5. Motto of The MARATHA LIGHT INFANTRY REGIMENT   
A. Parakramo Vijayate 
B. Assam Vikram 
C. Yudhaya Krit Nishchaya 
D. Duty, Honour, courage 

ANSWER: D 
 

6. Captain Rank Of Indian Army Is Equivalent To Rank Of IAF Is   
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A. Wing Commander 
B. Squadron Leader 
C. Flight Lieutenant 
D. Flying Officer 

ANSWER: C 
 

7. World Economic Forum Hq Is In  
A. Geneva, Switzerland 
B. Lausanne, Switzerland 
C. The Hague, The Netherlands 
D. Gland, Switzerland 

ANSWER: A 
 

8. Maintenance Command of The IAF Is In   
A. Bengaluru 
B. Nagpur 
C. Pune 
D. Mumbai 

ANSWER: B 
 

9. INS Sumedha Is A       
A. Helicopter 
B. OPV 
C. UAV 
D. Fighter Jet 

ANSWER: B 
 

10.  Ship-launched Version Of Prithvi-II Is Called   
A. INS Hansa 
B. Dhanush 
C. Garuda 
D. Rajali 

ANSWER: B 
 

11.  Speed of K-15 Sagarika Is  
A. Mach 5.5 
B. Mach 6.5 
C. Mach 7.5 
D. Mach 8.5 
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ANSWER: C 

 
12.  Mundra Port Is In   
A. M.H. 
B. Kerala 
C. UP 
D. Gujrat 

ANSWER: D 

 
13.  Air India One Manufactured By  
A. India 
B. Japan 
C. France 
D. USA 

ANSWER: D 
 

14.  Which One Of The Following Is Situated At The Highest Altitude?    
A. Thimphu 
B. Lhasa 
C. Gartola 
D. Kathmandu 

ANSWER: B 
 

15.  “Geeta Rahashya, The Arctic Home in the Vedas" Book Is Written By      
A. Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
B. Sarojini Naidu 
C. Hew Strachan 
D. Dadabhai Naoroji 

ANSWER: A 
 

16.  War Cry of NAGA REGIMENT                 
A. Bharat Mata ki Jai 
B. Ki ki so so Lhargyalo 
C. Jai Durga Naga 
D. Durga Mata Ki Jai 

ANSWER: C 
 

17.  Helina Is A   
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A. Helicopter 
B. Anti-Tank Guided Missile 
C. Gun 
D. Ship 

ANSWER: B 
 

18.  Which Is The 6th Largest Submarine Under P75?   
A. INS Karanj 
B. INS Vagsheer 
C. INS Kirpan 
D. INS Vela 

ANSWER: B 

19. Joint Exercises B/w The India And Japan Is Called:  

A. Shinyuu Maitri 
B. SLINEX 
C. Indra 
D. Yudha Abhyas 

ANSWER: A 

20. Motto Of Territorial Army Is   
A. Rhino Charge 
B.  Duty Unto Death 
C. Valour 
D. Savdhani Va Shoorta  

ANSWER: D 
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