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20 LATEST INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

ASKED IN SSB INTERVIEW  

SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

Former Soviet Leader Mikhail Gorbachev Dies Aged 91 
• Mr. Gorbachev Became General Secretary Of The Soviet Communist Party And 

De Facto Leader Of The Country In 1985. At The Time, He Was 54 The Youngest 

Member Of The Ruling Council Known As The Politburo. He Is Also Known For 

Opened Up The Then-USSR To The World And Introduced A Set Of Reforms. 

• He Won The Nobel Peace Prize For Negotiating A Historic Nuclear Arms Pact 

With Us Leader Ronald Reagan, And His Decision To Withhold The Soviet Army 

When The Berlin Wall Fell A Year Earlier Was Seen As Key To Preserving Cold 

War Peace. After His Demise, The World Lost An Unparallel Preacher Of Peace. 

 

Sri Lanka, IMF Agreement For Loan Of 2.9 Billion USD 
• The Sri Lankan Government And IMF  Have Reached A Preliminary Agreement 

For A Loan Of 2.9 Billion Dollars To Support The Country’s Economic Policies 

With A 48-month Arrangement Under Extended Fund Facility. 

• Sri Lanka's New Fund-supported Programme Aims To Restore Macroeconomic 

Stability And Debt Sustainability. It Also Safeguarding Financial Stability, 

Protecting The Vulnerable, And Stepping Up Structural Reforms To Address 

Corruption Vulnerabilities And Unlock Growth Potential. 
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EU To Suspend Visa Agreement With Russia 
• EU Foreign Ministers Have Agreed To Suspend A Visa Agreement With Moscow 

And Making It Harder For Russian Citizens To Obtain Entry To The Bloc. More 

Than A Million Russian Citizens Have Travelled To The EU Since Russia Started 

Special Military Operations Against Ukraine In February. 

 

Russia Completely Halts Gas Supplies To Europe 
• Russia Has Completely Halted Gas Supplies To Europe Via A Major Pipeline, 

Citing Maintenance. The Russian State-owned Energy Giant, Gazprom Said The 

Restrictions On The Nord Stream 1 Pipeline Would Last For The Next 3 Days. 

• European Governments Have Accused Russia Of Using Energy Supplies As A 

Weapon Of War. However, Moscow Denies Doing This And Has Cited Technical 

Reasons For Supply Cuts. In Recent Weeks, Nord Stream 1 Has Been Running At 

Only 20% Of Capacity. 
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Stockholm Junior Water Prize 2022 
• Annabelle M. Rayson, A Student From Canada Received It For Her Research On 

How To Treat And Prevent Harmful Algae Blooms. Harmful Algal Blooms, 

Occur When Colonies Of Algae Grow Out Of Control And Produce Toxic Or 

Harmful Effects On People, Fish, Shellfish, Marine Mammals, And Birds. 

• It Is An International Competition Where Students Aged 15 To 20 Years Present 

Solutions To Major Water Challenges. Since 1997, The Stockholm International 

Water Institute, With Xylem, An American Water Technology Provider. This Prize 

Is A Popular Part Of World Water Week (23rd Aug - 1st Sept). 

 

US-Pacific Island Country Summit 
• The First-Ever US-Pacific Island Country Summit In The Last Week Of This 

Month Amid The Growing Influence Of China In The Indo-pacific Region. The 

Summit Will Be Held In Washington From 28th To 29th September  The White 

House Said In A Statement That Us President Joe Biden Will Host The Summit.   
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UN Experts Make 1st Inspection Of Zaporizhzhia Plant 
• The UN Nuclear Experts Have Made Their First Inspection Of The Russian-held 

Zaporizhzhia Power Plant In Ukraine. International Atomic Energy Agency 

Chief Rafael Grossi In A Statement Said, The Plant & Physical Integrity Of The 

Plant Had Been Violated Several Times. 

• The Inspectors Were Accompanied To The Plant By Russian Soldiers After A 

Risky Journey Delayed By Shelling. Zaporizhzhia, In Southern Ukraine, Is 

Europe's Largest Nuclear Plant. It Was Occupied By Russia Soon After It Started 

Special Military Operations Against Ukraine In February. 

 

Gastech Milan-2022 
• Gastech, The World’s Largest Gathering Focussed On LNG As An Abated Bridge 

Fuel Will Bring Together Leading Ministers And CEOs To Discuss The Evolving 

Energy Landscape, Assess Post-pandemic Economic Recovery, And Navigate A 

Route To A Just Energy Transition. 

• During The Three-day Visit, Mr. Puri Will Participate In The Select Ministerial 

Panel & Will Chair The “India Spotlight: Powering India’s Energy Industry - New 

Avenues For A Sustainable Future” Panel Discussion. 
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US Approves 1.1 Billion Arms Sales To Taiwan 
• Biden Administration Approved More Than 1.1 Billion Dollars In Arms Sales To 

Taiwan. The Military Equipment Package Includes Sidewinder Missiles, Which 

Can Be Used For Air-to-air And Surface-attack Missions, Harpoon Anti-ship 

Missiles, And Support For Taiwan's Surveillance Radar Programme. 

 

Eastern Economic Forum 
• PM Modi Has Said That India Is Eager To Strengthen Its Partnership With Russia 

On Arctic Subjects. Addressing The Plenary Session Of the 7th Eastern Economic 

Forum Being Held In Vladivostok Through Video Conferencing, Mr. Modi Said, 

There Is Immense Scope For Cooperation In The Field Of Energy.  

• Along With Energy, India Has Also Made Significant Investments In The Russian 

Far East In The Fields Of Pharma And Diamonds. Due To The Far-East Policy Of 

India Launched In 2019, Cooperation With The Russian Far East Has Increased 

In Various Fields.   
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Indo-Pacific Economic Framework For Prosperity 
• Touching Upon The Growth Story That Is Unfolding In India, Mr. Goyal 

Mentioned That Two Free Trade Agreements, And FTAs Have Already Been 

Finalized This Year And Hoped For The Conclusion Of At Least Two More FTAs 

By The End Of This Year. 

• The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) Was Launched By United States 

(US) President Biden In Tokyo On May 23, 2022. The IPEF Has Four Pillars: 

Trade; Supply Chains; Clean Energy, Decarbonization And Infrastructure; Tax, 

And Anti-corruption. 

 

Volker Turk Next UN Commissioner For Human Rights 
• Volker Turk Of Austria Has Been Appointed As The Next United Nations High 

Commissioner For Human Rights. The New High Commissioner Is Currently 

Coordinating Global Policy Work As An Under-Secretary-General In The UN's 

Executive Office. 

• Previously, He Was The Assistant High Commissioner For Protection At UN 

Refugees, UNHCR, In Geneva Where He Played A Key Role In The Development 

Of The Landmark Global Compact On Refugees. Turk Will Succeed Michelle 

Bachelet Of Chile. 
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World Dairy Summit 
• At The International Dairy Federation World Dairy Summit 2022, In  Greater 

Noida, Mr. Modi Said: The Country Is Building The Largest Database Of Dairy 

Animals And Every Animal Associated With The Dairy Sector Is Being Tagged. 

India's Dairy Sector Is Production By Masses Rather Than Mass Production. 

• In 2014, India Produced 146 Million Tonnes Of Milk And Now It Has Increased 

To 210 Million Tonnes, Which Is An Increase Of About 44%. The Potential Of 

The Dairy Sector Not Only Gives Impetus To The Rural Economy, But It Is Also A 

Major Source Of Livelihood For Crores Of People Across The World. 

 

Carlos Alcaraz Wins US Open Men's Singles title 
• Spanish Teenager Carlos Alcaraz Beat Casper Ruud To Win Men's Singles Title 

At The US Open Tennis In New York Last Night. Alcaraz Defeated Ruud In A Four-

set Thriller To Clinch His Maiden Grand Slam. 

• The 19-year-old Alcaraz Is The Youngest Men's Grand Slam Champion Since 

Rafael Nadal Won The French Open In 2005. The US Open Title Win Also Sees 

Him Become The Youngest World Number 1. 
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UN Says 50 Million People Stuck In Modern Slavery 
• The United Nations Said That The Number Of People Forced To Work Or In A 

Marriage Against Their Will Has Surged In Recent Years To Around 50 Million. 

ILO Releasing Its Modern Slavery Report Said That Compared To The Last Count 

For The Year 2016, The Number Of People In Modern Slavery Has Risen By 

Around 9.3 Million. 

• Forced Labour Accounted For 27.6 Million Of Those In Modern Slavery In 2021, 

Including 3.3 Million Children And 22 Million Forced Marriage. The ILO Found 

That More Than Half Of All Forced Labour Occurred In Either Upper-middle 

Income Or High-income Countries, With Migrant Workers More Than Three 

Times As Likely To Be Affected. 

 

World Wrestling Championships 2022 
• The 2022 World Wrestling Championships Is The 17th Edition Of The World 

Wrestling Championships Of Combined Events And Will Be Held Between 10 

And 18 September 2022 In Belgrade, Serbia. The UWW Bureau Approved 

Serbia As The Host Of The 2023 Senior World Championships.  

• Vinesh Phogat Became The First Indian Woman Wrestler To Win Two Medals At 

The World Championships As She Clinched A Bronze In 53kg By Defeating 

Emma Jonna Malmgren Of Sweden. The 28-year-old Vinesh Had Also Won A 

Bronze In The 2019 Edition In Nur-sultan, Kazakhstan. 
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World Water Congress 2022 
• India Has Launched A Joint Whitepaper On ‘Urban Wastewater Scenario In 

India’ With Denmark At World Water Congress And Exhibition 2022 In 

Copenhagen. Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat Attended The Event 

Along With Danish Environment Minister Lea Wermelin. 

• India Has Committed Investments Of More Than 140 Billion Dollars By 2024 In 

The Water Sector. The Minister Informed, With The Help Of A Community-

Centric Approach, At Least 10% Of The Funds Are Contributed By Community In 

Every Program Ensuring Community Ownership And Participation. 

 

PM Modi Attends 22nd SCO Summit At Samarkand 
• Highlights Of Mr. Modi’s Speech: The Pandemic And The Crisis In Ukraine 

Caused Many Obstacles In Global Supply Chains, Due To Which The Whole 

World Is Facing An Unprecedented Energy And Food Crisis.  

• He Said SCO Must Make Efforts To Develop Reliable, Resilient, And Diversified 

Supply Chains In Our Region. He Stressed That This Would Require Better 

Connectivity And Need For Giving Each Other Full Right To Transit. 
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International Treaty On Plant Genetic Resources 
• India Is Going To Host The 9th Session Of The Governing Body Of The 

International Treaty On Plant Genetic Resources For Food And Agriculture 

From 19th To 24th Of Sept.  

• The Treaty Is A Legally Binding Comprehensive Agreement Adopted In 

November 2001 In Rome During The 31st Session Of FAO, Which Entered Into 

Force In June 2004. 

• During The Event, An Extensive Deliberation On How To Preserve, Conserve And 

Maintain The Germplasm, Biodiversity, And Food And Agriculture Will Be Held.  

Deliberation Will Also Be Held On How To Exchange And Share The Tolerant 

Germplasm Through A Multilateral System. 

 

Donetsk And Lugansk Voted To Join Russia 
• In Ukraine, Donetsk And Lugansk, Along With the Kherson Region And Part Of 

the Zaporizhzhia Region In Southern Ukraine Have Voted To Join Russia In 

Referendums That Were Held Between September 23 And 27. 
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