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Defence Current Affairs  

25-26 December 2022   

 

India Clears Pralay Tactical Ballistic Missiles For Armed 

Forces             

• In a major decision, the Defence Ministry has cleared the procurement of 

around 120 Pralay ballistic missiles for the Indian armed forces that will deploy 

them along the borders with China and Pakistan. 

• At present, the Pralay ballistic missiles can take out targets from 150 to 500 kms 

and are extremely difficult to intercept for the enemy through interceptor 

missiles. 

• The missile developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation 

is being further developed and its range can be extended significantly if the 

forces want it. 

• 'Pralay' is a quasi-ballistic surface-to-surface missile. The advanced missile has 

been developed in a way to be able to defeat interceptor missiles. It has the 

ability to change its path after covering a certain range in midair. 

• The proposal has been cleared at the Defence Ministry level and has paved the 

way for manufacturing and induction into the armed forces. 

• Defence watchers say such a missile system can be used for taking out long-

range enemy air defence systems and also other high-value installations and 

weaponry. 

• The proposal to induct these missiles has been cleared at a time when the 

defence forces are working towards creating a dedicated rocket force which can 

take out enemy targets from long range. The Chinese military already has a 

dedicated rocket force. 
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DONATE BLOOD - SAVE LIVES –ARMY DAY-2023                                     

• In line with the ongoing series of events in the Southern part of the country, in 

the, run up to Army Day 2023, Indian Army formations/units located in various 

parts of Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, 

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh & Uttar Pradesh undertook a massive blood 

donation drive on 24 December 2022. This humanitarian drive by the Indian 

Army was undertaken in coordination with prominent civil hospitals and social 

organisations to ensure that the donated blood units reach the needy patients 

in time. 

• Organized under the theme ‘Donate Blood - Save Lives’, to commemorate the 

forthcoming 75th Army Day on 15 January 2023, 7,500 units of blood were 

collected through voluntary donation and a data bank of 75,000 volunteers was 

compiled. The blood donation campaign saw an overwhelming response from 

Army personnel & their dependents, Civil Defence Employees, NCC Cadets, 

College Students, Army Public School teachers and volunteers from all walks of 

life. These camps were organised in all major cities as well as remote areas 

across 10 states in Southern Command area of responsibility. 
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G20 Meet In Srinagar Shows Return Of Peace, Security In  

J-K                               
• The central government would conduct one of the G20 meetings in Jammu & 

Kashmir's Srinagar in 2023 which advocates for the return of peace and security 

in the Union Territory. 

• India assumed the G20 presidency on December 1. During its presidency, India 

will host more than 200 meetings in more than 50 cities across 32 different 

workstreams.  

• The top event of the G20 leader's summit is slated to be held in the national 

capital on September 9 and 10, 2023, while 200 other events will take place in 

different parts of the country. 

• Another factor which can be credited for the selection of Srinagar as a venue for 

G20 meeting is the footfall of around 1.62 crore tourists to the Union Territory 

in the last 11 months, which is the highest since Independence. 

• The people of Kashmir responding positively to change in J-K’s status quo 

encouraged New Delhi to expedite the development process in the Union 

Territory. The projects that were in limbo for the past many years have been 

completed and the foundations of many new projects have been laid. 
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BSF 'Janbaz' Team Sets World Record, Enters Limca Book In 

Motorcycle Riding                     

• BSF "Janbaz" Team has successfully created a World Record for the longest ride 

of two persons on top of 12 feet, 9 inches ladder on a motorcycle. 

• "On December 16, 2022 (on the occasion of Vijay Diwas) members of BSF Janbaz 

Daredevil Motorcycle Team Inspector Awadhesh Kumar Singh and Captain 

Sudhakar made history for the 'LONGEST RIDE OF TWE PERSONS ON TOP OF 

12FT 9IN LADDER MOUNTED ON ROYAL ENFIELD 350CC (GROUP EVENT)' by 

riding without break for 2h 21min 48sec covering 81.5km." 

• "The World Record has been established at 25 Bn BSF Campus, Chhawla, New 

Delhi (India," the statement added. 

• The Border Security Force (BSF) is India's border guarding organisation on its 

border with Pakistan and Bangladesh. It is one of the seven Central Armed 

Police Forces (CAPF) of India, and was raised in the wake of the 1965 war on 1 

December 1965, "for ensuring the security of the borders of India and for 

matters connected there with". 
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Indian Army Inducts THeMIS unmanned ground vehicle 

(UGV)          
• As per the Indian Governments import list for this year, the Indian Army has 

procured unspecified numbers of Tracked Hybrid Modular Infantry System 

(THeMIS) unmanned ground vehicles (UGV) from Estonia-based Milrem 

Robotics. 

• THeMIS Combat UGVs provide direct fire support for maneuver forces and act as 

a force multiplier. With an integrated self-stabilizing remote-controlled weapon 

system, they provide high precision over wide areas, day and night, increasing 

stand-off distance, force protection and survivability. Combat UGVs can be 

equipped with light or heavy machine guns, 40 mm grenade launchers, 30 mm 

autocannons and Anti-Tank Missile Systems. 

• THeMIS UGVs can also be equipped with advanced multi-sensor intelligence 

gathering capabilities. Their main purpose is to increase situational awareness 

and provide improved intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance over wide 

areas and battle damage assessment capability. The system can effectively 

enhance the work of dismounted infantry units, border guards and law 

enforcement agencies to collect and process raw information and decrease the 

reaction time for commanders. 
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Indian Army honours Maj Ralengnao Khathing With A Bust 

At Yangste In Tawang     

• In a significant move, the Indian Army’s Gajraj Corps unveiled a bust of Major 

Ralengnao ‘Bob’ Khathing at Yangste in the Tawang Sector of Arunachal Pradesh 

on Friday. This is close to where a scuffle between Indian Army soldiers and 

personnel of China’s PLA occurred on December 9.  

• According to a tweet by the Tezpur-based Gajraj or IV Corps under the Army’s 

Eastern Command, the bust was unveiled at an altitude of 16,000 feet by Corps 

commander Lt Gen DS Rana. 

• A few people know of Maj Khathing – India’s first diplomat from the tribal 

community. It was in 1950 that Maj Khathing, then in charge of the North East 

Frontier Agency (NEFA), took over the Tawang region and the Bum La area and 

formally incorporated them with India. NEFA is what Arunachal Pradesh was 

called at that time.  

• It was then that Maj Khathing took administrative control of Tawang and Bum 

La. He was the security commissioner of NEFA during the 1962 Sino-India War. 

He also served as the Chief Civil Liaison Officer of the IV Corps (Gajraj Corps) and 

was instrumental in the birth of the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB). In 1972, he was 

appointed Indian Ambassador to Myanmar (then Burma).  
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• He became the first person from the tribal community to become an 

Ambassador. He was honoured with the Padma Shri by the Government of 

India. Maj Khathing passed away at Mantripukhri, Manipur in 1990. 

 

 

REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 

1. 75th Army Day Will Be Observed On                                                                                                         
A. 14 January 2023 
B. 15 January 2023 
C. 23 January 2023 
D. 26 January 2023 

ANSWER: B 

 
2. Operational Range Of Pralay Tactical Ballistic Missiles Is                                                                     
A. 150–500 km 
B. 250–500 km 
C. 350–500 km 
D. 450–500 km 

ANSWER: A 

 
3. BSF __ Team Sets World Record, Enters Limca Book In Motorcycle Riding.                                  
A. Fire Fighter 
B. Yodha 
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C. Rannbaz 
D. Janbaz 

ANSWER: D 
 

4. Vijay Diwas Observed Every On    
A. 16 Dec 
B. 18 Dec 
C. 20 Dec 
D. 26 Dec 
     ANSWER: A 

 
5. NEFA Stands For                                                                                       
A. North East Frontier Agency 
B. New East Frontier Agency 
C. North Earth Frontier Agency 
D. None 

ANSWER: A 
 

6. Global Haw Is A                                                                                               
A. Helicopter 
B. Submarine 
C. Remotely piloted Surveillance Aircraft 
D. None of the above 

ANSWER: C 
 

7. India’s Ranking In Global Innovation Index (GII)2022 Is                                                                                        
A. 40th  
B. 42th  
C. 44th  
D. None of the above 

ANSWER: A 
 

8. Army Cadet College Is At                                                                                   

A. Prayagraj 

B. Pune 

C. Kochi 

D. Dehradun 

ANSWER: D 
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9. Joint Exercises B/w India And France Is Called:    
A. Yama 
B. Garuda 
C. Shakti 
D. Yudha Abhyas 

ANSWER: C 
 

10.  “The Crossfire of Love" Book Is Written By        
A. Dhiren Tiwari 
B. Dharmendra Rai 
C. Sudha Murty 
D. V. Krishnaswamy 

ANSWER: A 

 
11.  The Country That Shares Longest Border With India Is         
A. China 
B. Bangladesh 
C. Nepal 
D. Pakistan 

ANSWER: B 
 

12.  "High Altitude Warfare School“ Comes Under Which Command?          
A. Eastern Command 
B. Northern Command 
C. Western Command 
D. Army Training Command 

ANSWER: B 

 
13.  ‘Konkan - Shakti’ conducted b/w India &     
A. Singapore 
B. Oman 
C. Indonesia 
D. United Kingdom 
     ANSWER: D 

 
14.  Harare Is The Capital Of    
A. Amman 
B. Uruguay 
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C. Zimbabwe 
D. Zambia 

ANSWER: C 

 
15.  “The Chipko Movement: A People’s History" Book Is Written By                                                                                                
A. Shekhar Pathak 
B. Manish Sabharwal 
C. Niraja Gopal 
D. Navtej Sarna 

ANSWER: A 
 

16.  “Kartavyam Anvatma” (Duty before death) Is The Motto Of                                                                   
A. RAJPUT REGIMENT 
B. DOGRA REGIMENT 
C. SIKH REGIMENT 
D. None of the above 

ANSWER: B 
 

17.  Which Is The 3rd Highest Rank Of The Indian Army?                                                                        
A. Major General 
B. Lt Colonel 
C. Major 
D. Captain 

ANSWER: A 
 

18.  Which Countries Are Divided By The Nine Dash Line?       
A. People's Republic of China and PRC Taiwan 
B. Afghanistan and Pakistan 
C. Afghanistan and Iran 
D. India and Myanmar 

ANSWER: A 
 

19.  Kakrapar Atomic Power Station is located in____.                                                                             
A. Tamil Nadu 
B. Gujarat 
C. Madhya Pradesh 
D. Uttarakhand 

ANSWER: B 
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20.  Which Of The Following Ports Is/Are Located In T.N?    
A. Kochi 
B. Chennai 
C. Ennore 
D. Both B&C 

ANSWER: D 
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