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MoD Signs Contract With L&T For Procurement Of 41 

Indigenous Modular Bridges                 

• In a major boost to indigenisation of defence equipment under Prime Minister 

Shri Narendra Modi’s vision of ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’, Ministry of Defence has 

approved the proposal for indigenous manufacture of 41 sets of Modular 

Bridges for the Corps of Engineers of the Indian Army. These game-changing 

bridges have been designed and developed by Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) and shall be produced by Larsen & Toubro 

(L&T) as DRDO-nominated production agency. The contract for the procurement 

of Modular Bridges was signed with L&T on February 08, 2023 at an estimated 

cost of over Rs 2,585 crore. 

• Each set of Modular Bridge shall consist of seven carrier vehicles based on 8x8 

Heavy Mobility Vehicles and two launcher vehicles based on 10x10 Heavy 

Mobility Vehicles. Each set shall be capable of mechanically launching a single 

span fully decked 46-meter assault bridge. The bridge can be employed over 

various types of obstacles like canals & ditches with quick launching and 

retrieval capabilities. The equipment is highly mobile, versatile, rugged and 

capable of keeping pace with wheeled and tracked mechanized vehicles. 

• The modular bridges will replace the manually-­launched Medium Girder 

Bridges (MGB) that are currently being used in the Indian Army. The 

indigenously designed and manufactured Modular bridges shall have many 

advantages over the MGB such as increased span, less time for construction and 

mechanical launching with retrieval capability. The procurement of these 

bridges will give a major boost to the bridging capability of the Indian Army on 

the Western Front. The project will showcase India’s progress in designing and 

developing world class military equipment and pave the way for enhancing 

defence exports to friendly countries. 
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Western Sanctions Will Not Disrupt India-Russia Defence 

Partnership: BrahMos Chief                         

• The India-Russia defence partnership will "never" be disrupted by the Western 

sanctions on Moscow, BrahMos Aerospace chief said on Wednesday, saying it's 

the "trust" that makes this partnership work. The West, led by the US, has 

imposed crippling sanctions on Russia for its invasion of Ukraine in February 

2022. 

• BrahMos Aerospace is a joint venture between India and Russia that specialises 

in nuclear-capable supersonic missiles. 

• The company currently manufactures the BrahMos missile and is currently 

developing the BrahMos II, a hypersonic cruise missile. 

• Unlike many other leading Western powers, India has not directly criticised 

Russia for its invasion of Ukraine and abstained from a vote at the UN platforms 

to condemn the Russian aggression. 
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Quad Nations Launch 'Quad Cyber Challenge' To Improve 

Cyber Security                   
• The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue or Quad comprising India, United States, 

Japan and Australia on Wednesday launched a public campaign 'Quad Cyber 

Challenge' to improve cyber security across their nations. 

• The Quad has invited Internet users across the Indo-Pacific and beyond to 

become part of the challenge and practice "safe and responsible cyber habits," 

the National Security Council Secretariat said. 

• The 'Quad Cyber Challenge' shows the continuous efforts of Quad nations to 

bolster cyber security awareness and action and to foster a more secure and 

resilient cyber ecosystem to benefit economies and users. 

• The National Security Council Secretariat noted, "Internet-users worldwide are 

targets of cybercrime and other malicious cyber threats that can cost trillions of 

dollars each year and compromise sensitive, personal data." 

• It further said, "Many successful cyber-attacks can be guarded against by simple 

preventative measures. Together, Internet users and providers can take small 

steps to significantly improve cybersecurity and cyber safety." 

• The steps include routinely installing security updates, enabling enhanced 

identity checks through multi-factor authentication, using stronger and regularly 

changing passphrases, and knowing how to identify common online scams, like 

phishing. 
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• The Quad Cyber Challenge provides resources, including basic cybersecurity 

information and training for all users, from corporations to educational 

institutions, small businesses and individuals and will culminate in events during 

the week of April 10. 

 
India Will Never Abandon Afghan People, Says NSA              

• National Security Advisor Ajit Doval has emphasised that India will never 

abandon the Afghan people in their time of need and that well-being and 

humanitarian needs of people of Afghanistan is India's foremost priority. 

• Ajit Doval, who participated in the fifth Multilateral Meeting of Secretaries of 

Security Councils and NSAs on Afghanistan in Moscow on Wednesday, also 

reiterated the call for an inclusive and representative government in Kabul and 

need for collective efforts to fight terrorism. 

• Apart from Russia, Bharat, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, China, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan were represented at the meeting. 

• Focusing on food security and medical supplies, India has so far delivered 40,000 

MT of wheat, 60 tonnes of medicines, 500,000 Covid vaccines, winter clothing 

and 28 tonnes of disaster relief, the sources said. India's technical team is 

overseeing humanitarian assistance programme. 

• Standing with Afghans, India has granted fresh scholarships to 2260 Afghan 

students including 300 Afghan girls during the past two years. 
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Fibe Receives ISO/IEC 27001 Certification For ISMS   
• Fibe, India's largest consumer lending platform, is happy to announce its ISO/IEC 

27001 certification. ISO/IEC 27001 is the world's most widely recognized 

information security management standard.  

• The certification serves as a competitive advantage for Fibe to ensure the 

security of assets including its Mobile App, digital lending business, intellectual 

property, and employee information for financial services including data that is 

provided by third parties. 

• The foundation for ISO/IEC 27001 makes sure that the organization has the 

resources necessary to secure all information in one place and wide protection, 

including against technology-based risks and other threats.  

• With this ever-growing technology, this certification will not only reduce costs 

and spending on ineffective defense technology, but also protect the integrity, 

confidentiality, and availability of data. 
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Review Questions 
 

1. Which Group Launches launch 'Quad Cyber Challenge' To Improve Cyber 
Security?                          

A. SCO 
B. UNO 
C. QUAD 
D. None 

ANSWER: C 

 
2. The Idea Of Quad Was First Mooted By The                                           
A. Barak Obama 
B. Narendra Modi 
C. Shinzo Abe 
D. Donald Trump 

ANSWER: C 

 
3. With reference to the AI chatbot Bard, consider the following statement: 

 
1. It is based on the Language Model for Dialogue Application (LaMDA), 
Google’s own conversational AI chatbot. 
2. It is built on Transformer technology. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?               

A. 1 only 
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B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

ANSWER: C 
 

4. Which Military Exercise Did The Indian Army Carry Out In North Bengal?                                              
A. Trishakti Prahar 
B. Garuda Shakti 
C. Vajra Prahar 
D. Yudh Abhyas 
     ANSWER: A 

 
5. In Which State Did The Indian Navy Organize Tri-services Amphibious 'Exercise 

AMPHEX 2023'?      
A. Andhra Pradesh 
B. Uttar Pradesh 
C. Madhya Pradesh 
D. Himachal Pradesh 

ANSWER: A 
 

6. Which Armed Force Conducted The 'Ops Alert' Exercise?   
A. Andhra Pradesh 
B. Uttar Pradesh 
C. Madhya Pradesh 
D. Himachal Pradesh 

ANSWER: A 
 

7. Indian Navy's Flagship Maritime Exercise TROPEX 2023 Is Conducting In Which 
Ocean?   

A. Atlantic Ocean 
B. Pacific Ocean 
C. Indian Ocean 
D. Southern Ocean 

 
 

 
ANSWER: C 
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8. Indian Coast Guard Celebrates Its__ Raising Day 2023.   
A. 47th  

B. 48th  

C. 49th  

D. 50th  

ANSWER: A 
 
 

9. BrahMos Missile Is Manufactured By   
A. Boeing 

B. BDL 

C. BrahMos Aerospace Ltd 

D. DRDO 

ANSWER: C 
 

10.  Which Company Received ISO/IEC 27001 Certification For Information 
Security Management System?                   

A. TCS 
B. Infosys 
C. Fibe 
D. Wipro 

ANSWER: C 
 

11.  The 5th Multilateral Meeting Of Secretaries Of Security Councils & NSA On 
Afghanistan                                                               

A. Mumbai 
B. Moscow 
C. Kabul 
D. Tokyo 

ANSWER: B 
 

12.  SEPECAT Jaguar Is A                                                                         
A. Fighter Jet 
B. Ship 
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C. Tank 
D. None 

ANSWER: A 
 

13.  Captain Rank of Indian Army Equivalent to Which Rank of IAF                                                     
A. Flying Officer 
B. Flight Lieutenant 
C. Squadron Leader 
D. None 
     ANSWER: B 

 
14.  ‘Nur Sultan’ Is The Capital Of                                                        
A. Kazakhstan 
B. Kenya 
C. Kiribati 
D. Kosovo 

ANSWER: A 

 
15.  “Battle Ready for 21st Century" Book Written By               
A. Shashi Tharoor 
B. Geetanjali Shree’s 
C. Richa Mishra 
D. Lt Gen AK Singh and Brig. Narendra Kumar 

ANSWER: D 
 

16.  War Cry Of RAJPUTANA RIFLES Is                                        
A. Garud ka hun bol pyare 
B. Everywhere 
C. Raja Ramachandra ki jai 
D. Charge and Attack 

ANSWER: C 
 

17.  Current Chief of the Air Staff (CAS) Is                    
A. General MM Naravane 
B. Air Chief Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari 
C. Admiral R Hari Kumar 
D. Rajnath Singh 

ANSWER: B 
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18.  Joint Exercises B/w The India And USA Is Called:                                                          
A. Surya Kiran 
B. Vajra Prahar 
C. Yudha Abhyas 
D. Both B & C 

ANSWER: D 
 

19.  Eastern Region (E) Of ICG Is Located At                                                                
A. Chennai 
B. Mumbai 
C. Kolkata 
D. None of the above 

ANSWER: A 
 

20.  Priyadarshini-Class Patrol Vessels Is Manufactured By                                                  
A. CSL 
B. MDL 
C. GRSE 
D. None of the above 

ANSWER: C 
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