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Colour-Coded Warnings By The IMD 
 

Why In The News? 
• The India Meteorological Department (IMD) Has Issued An Orange Alert For 

Rainfall Over Almost The Entire Part Of Northwest India. Similarly, Delhi Will See 

A Downpour For The Next Three Days Due To Western Disturbances. 

 

India Meteorological Department 
• IMD Was Established On 15th January 1875.  

• It Is An Agency Of The Ministry Of Earth Sciences Of The Government Of India.  

• It Is The Principal Agency Responsible For Meteorological Observations, 

Weather Forecasting, And Seismology.  

• IMD Is Headquartered In Delhi And Operates Hundreds Of Observation Stations 

Across India And Antarctica. 
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Colour-Coded Weather Warning 
• It Is Issued By The IMD Whose Objective Is To Alert People Ahead Of Severe Or 

Hazardous Weather Which Has The Potential To Cause Damage, Widespread 

Disruption, Or Danger To Life. Warnings Are Updated Daily. There Are 4 Colour 

Codes. 

• Green (All Is Well): No Advisory Is Issued.  

• Yellow (Be Aware): Severely Bad Weather Spanning Across Several Days. 

Weather Could Change For The Worse, Causing Disruption In Day-to-day 

Activities.  

• Orange/Amber (Be Prepared): Warning Of Extremely Bad Weather With The 

Potential Of Disruption In Commute With Road And Rail Closures, And 

Interruption Of Power Supply.  

• Red (To Act): When Extremely Bad Weather Conditions Are Certainly Going To 

Disrupt Travel And Power And Have Significant Risk To Life. 

 
• These Alerts Are Universal In Nature And Are Also Issued During Floods, 

Depending On The Amount Of Water Rising Above Land/In A River As A Result 

Of Torrential Rainfall. Eg: When The Water In A River Is ‘Above Normal’ Level, Or 

Between The ‘Warning’ And ‘Danger’ Levels, A Yellow Alert Is Issued. 
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