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Uganda Signs Anti-Gay Law With Death 

Penalty - Sparks Global Outrage 
 

Why In The News? 
• Uganda's President Yoweri Museveni Has Signed Into Law Anti-Gay Legislation 

Prescribing The Death Penalty And Imprisonment For Up To 14 Years For 

“Aggravated Homosexuality” Sparking Widespread Criticism.  

• Uganda's New Anti-Gay Law Supporters Claim It Protects Cultural Values, While 

Critics Argue It Hinders HIV Response And Increases Discrimination. Same-sex 

Relations Were Already Illegal In Uganda, As In More Than 30 African Countries, 

But The New Law Goes Further. 

 

What Does The New Ugandan Anti-Gay Law Say? 
• The Amended Version Of The Bill Signed By President Yoweri Museveni Does 

Not Criminalize LGBTQ People, But It Does Mandate The Death Penalty For 

"Aggravated Homosexuality," Which Is Defined As Sexual Relations With HIV-

Infected People, Minors, And Other Vulnerable People. 

Supporters Of Uganda’s Anti-Homosexuality Act: 
• The Legislation Is A Manifestation Of Uganda's Sovereignty And An Embodiment 

Of The Cultural Values Of The Country.  

• The Bill Safeguards The Integrity Of The Family.  

• Homosexuality Is Not A Part Of Ugandan Culture Or Religious Beliefs. 
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Critics Of Uganda’s Anti-Homosexuality Act: 
• New Regulation Was Unnecessary Since The Country Already Has Harsh 

Penalties For Homosexuality.  

• Uganda’s Progress On Its HIV Response Is Now In Grave Jeopardy.  

• It Will Obstruct Health Education And The Outreach That Can Help End AIDS As 

A Public Health Threat. 

• Stigma Around The LGBTQ Community Will Be Enhanced. 

• United States President Joe Biden Called The Move "A Tragic Violation" Of 

Human Rights And Said Washington Would Evaluate The Implications Of The 

Law "On All Aspects Of U.S. Engagement With Uganda." 

• "We Are Considering Additional Steps, Including The Application Of Sanctions 

And Restriction Of Entry Into The United States Against Anyone Involved In 

Serious Human Rights Abuses Or Corruption," He Said. 
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