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34th Anniversary Of Tiananmen Square 

Protest - Hong Kong Police Detains 

Activists 
 

Why In The News? 
• Police In Hong Kong Have Detained Several Pro-Democracy Activists On The 

Anniversary Of The Tiananmen Square Massacre. Authorities Have Banned 

Public Commemoration Of The 1989 Incident, Which Saw China Crush Peaceful 

Protests In Beijing With Tanks And Troops. 

 

Tiananmen Square Protest Of 1989: 
• Located In Beijing, Tiananmen Square Is A City Square Which Has Borne Witness 

To Many Important Events In China’s History, Including Mao Zedong’s 

Proclamation Of The Founding Of The Country In 1949.  

• It Is Enclosed On One Side By The Tiananmen Gate, On Whose Other Side Is The 

Forbidden City - China’s Historical Seat Of Power For The Royals For Nearly 500 

Years, Beginning In The 15th Century. 
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• But It Is Best Known To The Outside World For The Events Of June 3 - 4 In 1989, 

When One Of The Few Instances Of Widespread Dissent Was Witnessed In 

China’s Modern History.  

 

What Led Up To The Events? 
• In The 1980s, China Was Going Through Huge Changes. The Ruling Communist 

Party Began To Allow Some Private Companies And Foreign Investment. Leader 

Deng Xiaoping Hoped To Boost The Economy And Raise Living Standards.  

• However, The Move Brought With It Corruption, While At The Same Time 

Raising Hopes For Greater Political Openness. The Communist Party Was 

Divided Between Those Urging More Rapid Change And Hardliners Wanting To 

Maintain Strict State Control.  

• In The Mid-1980s, Student-Led Protests Started. Those Taking Part Included 

People Who Had Lived Abroad And Been Exposed To New Ideas And Higher 

Standards Of Living. 
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How Did The Protests Grow? 
• In Spring 1989, The Protests Grew, With Demands For Greater Political 

Freedom. Protesters Were Spurred On By The Death Of A Leading Politician, Hu 

Yaobang, Who Had Overseen Some Of The Economic And Political Changes. 

• He Had Been Pushed Out Of A Top Position In The Party By Political Opponents 

Two Years Earlier. Tens Of Thousands Gathered On The Day Of Hu's Funeral, In 

April, Calling For Greater Freedom Of Speech And Less Censorship.  

• In The Following Weeks, Protesters Gathered In Tiananmen Square, With 

Numbers Estimated To Be Up To One Million At Their Largest. The Square Is 

One Of Beijing's Most Famous Landmarks. 

 

What Was The Government's Response? 
• At First, The Government Took No Direct Action Against The Protesters. Party 

Officials Disagreed On How To Respond, Some Backing Concessions, Others 

Wanting To Take A Harder Line. 

• The Hardliners Won The Debate, And In The Last Two Weeks Of May, Martial 

Law Was Declared In Beijing. On 3 To 4 June, Troops Began To Move Towards 

Tiananmen Square, Opening Fire, Crushing And Arresting Protesters To Regain 

Control Of The Area. 

Who Was The Iconic Tank Man? 
• On 5 June, A Man Faced Down A Line Of Tanks Heading Away From The Square. 

He Was Carrying Two Shopping Bags And Was Filmed Walking To Block The 
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Tanks From Moving Past. He Was Pulled Away By Two Men. It's Not Known 

What Happened To Him But He's Become The Defining Image Of The Protests. 

 

How Many People Died In The Protests? 
• No One Knows For Sure How Many People Were Killed. At The End Of June 

1989, The Chinese Government Said 200 Civilians And Several Dozen Security 

Personnel Had Died. Other Estimates Have Ranged From Hundreds To Many 

Thousands. 

• In 2017, Newly Released UK Documents Revealed That A Diplomatic Cable From 

Then British Ambassador To China, Sir Alan Donald, Had Said That 10,000 Had 

Died. 

Do People In China Know What Happened? 
• Discussion Of The Events That Took Place In Tiananmen Square Is Highly 

Sensitive In China.  

• Posts Relating To The Massacres Are Regularly Removed From The Internet, 

Tightly Controlled By The Government. Younger Generation Who Didn't Live 

Through The Protests, They Know Little About What Happened. 
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