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China’s Xi Jinping Backs ‘Just Cause’ Of 

Palestinian Statehood - Chinese Middle 

Eastern Diplomacy 
 

Why In The News? 
• Chinese President Xi Jinping Said That His Country Supports Palestine In 

Becoming A Full Member State Of The United Nations. Xi Made The Remarks 

During His Talks With Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas In Beijing.  

• The Two Leaders Announced The Establishment Of A Strategic Partnership 

Between China And Palestine. Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 

Abbas’s Visit To Beijing Comes As China Stakes Out A Greater Role In The 

Middle East To Counter US Influence. 

 

What Do We Know? 
• President Abbas On His 5th Official Visit To The World’s Second-Largest 

Economy Arrived In Beijing On Monday To Hold Talks With Top Chinese Leaders 

Including President Xi And Premier Li Qiang.  

• The Two Sides Are Using The Opportunity To Discuss Ways To Advance 

Relations And Resolve Longstanding Challenges To The Palestinian-Israel 
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Relationship. Beijing Has Sought To Boost Its Ties In The Middle East, 

Challenging US Influence - Efforts That Have Sparked Unease In Washington.  

• During A Regular Press Briefing Last Week, Chinese Foreign Ministry 

Spokesperson Wang Wenbin Called Long-time Palestinian Leader Abbas An 

“Old And Good Friend Of The Chinese People”. 

Chinese Middle Eastern Diplomacy 
• Last December, President Xi Visited Saudi Arabia On An Arab Outreach Trip 

That Also Saw Him Meet With Abbas And Pledge To “Work For An Early, Just 

And Durable Solution To The Palestinian Issue”. 

• Beijing Has Since Positioned Itself As A Mediator In The Middle East, Brokering 

The Restoration Of Ties In March Between Iran And Saudi Arabia - Rivals In A 

Region Where The United States Has For Decades Been The Main Powerbroker. 

• But Finding A Lasting Solution To Israeli-Palestinian Tensions May Prove More 

Elusive, As Peace Negotiations Between The Two Sides Have Been Stalled Since 

2014. 

• In April, Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang Told His Israeli And Palestinian 

Counterparts That His Country Was Willing To Aid Peace Negotiations. Beijing 

Supports The Resumption Of Talks As Soon As Possible & Emphasised China’s 

Push For Peace Talks On The Basis Of Implementing A “Two-State Solution”. 
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