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Coromandel Express Accident - How 3 

Trains Derailed, Crashed At Same Place 

In Odisha 
 

Why In The News? 
• At Least 233 People Are Feared Dead And More Than 900 Injured After 10-12 

Coaches Of The Chennai Bound Coromandel Express Derailed And Fell On An 

Adjacent Track In The Path Of Another Train From Yeswanthpur To Howrah 

Near Balasore In Odisha Late Night On Friday.  

 

What Do We Know? 
• The Tragic Death Figure Indicates How Massive The Crash Has Been Though It 

Was Not Immediately Clear How The Coromandel Express Accident Took Place. 

Late At Night, The Odisha Government Clarified That Three Trains Derailed And 

Crashed At The Same Spot - Leading To The Major Mishap. 

• The Train Crash Happened Near The Bahanaga Baazar Station In Balasore 

District, About 250 Km South Of Kolkata And 170 Km North Of Bhubaneswar, 

Around 7 Pm On Friday, Prompting The Railway Ministry To Order A Probe. 
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How Three Trains Derailed And Crashed? 
• Bengaluru Howrah Superfast Express Was On Its Way To Howrah When Several 

Coaches Derailed And Fell On The Adjacent Tracks. 

• Shalimar Chennai Central Coromandel Express, On Its Way To Chennai, Collided 

With The Derailed Coaches Of The Bengaluru Howrah Superfast Express. 

• The Derailed Coaches Of The Coromandel Express Then Hit The Wagons Of A 

Goods Train. 

• Officials Said Bengaluru Howrah Superfast Which Was On The Down Line 

Derailed At 6.55pm, And Coromandel On The Up Line Derailed At 7pm. The 

Goods Train Was Parked On The Track When It Was Hit. 

Official Response: 
• A Massive Rescue Operation Is Underway At The Accident Site In Bahanaga 

Bazar Near Balasore To Retrieve People Trapped In The Derailed Coaches. This Is 

Considered One Of The Deadliest Train Crashes In India In Recent Times. NDRF 

Team Is Providing All The Possible Assistance To The Affected People. 

• Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw Ordered For A High-level Probe Into The 

Incident And Announced An Ex-Gratia Payment Of Rs 10 Lakh In Case Of Death, 

Rs 2 Lakh For The Grievously Injured And Rs 50,000 For Those With Minor 

Injuries.  

• Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik Has Announced A One-day State 

Mourning Due To The Accident. Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin Takes Stock Of The 

Situation At The State Emergency Operation Centre In Chennai. 
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Helpline Numbers: 
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Major Train Accidents In Last Decade: 
• 2012: On May 22, In The Hampi Express Mishap, A Cargo Train And The Hubli 

Bangalore Hampi Express Collided Close To Andhra Pradesh. There Were 

Roughly 25 Fatalities And About 43 Injuries As A Result Of The Train's Four 

Bogies Derailing And One Of Them Catching Fire. 

• 2014: On May 26, In The Sant Kabir Nagar Area Of Uttar Pradesh, The 

Gorakhdham Express, Which Was Headed Towards Gorakhpur, Collided With A 

Halted Goods Train In Close Proximity To Khalilabad Station, Resulting In 25 

Fatalities And More Than 50 Injuries. 

• 2016: On November 20, The Indore Patna Express 19321 Derailed Close To 

Pukhrayan In Kanpur, India, Killing At Least 150 Passengers And Injuring More 

Than 150. 

• 2017: On August 23, Nine Train Coaches Of The Delhi Bound Kaifiyat Express 

Derailed Near Auraiya, Uttar Pradesh, Causing At Least 70 Injuries. On August 

18, The Puri Haridwar Utkal Express Derailed In Muzaffarnagar, Killing 23 People 

And Injuring Nearly 60 Others. 

• 2022: On January 13, At Least 12 Coaches Of The Bikaner Guwahati Express 

Derailed In The West Bengal Region Of Alipurduar, Leaving 9 Persons Dead And 

36 Others Injured. 

• 2023: On June 2, At Least 50 People Were Killed And More Than 350 Injured In A 

Horrific Triple Train Crash In Odisha Involving The Bengaluru Howrah Superfast 

Express, The Shalimar Chennai Central Coromandel Express, And A Goods 

Train. 
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