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The New Pride Flag - Why The Change 

& What The Colours Signify 
 

Why In The News? 
• The Month Of June, Recognised Worldwide As Pride Month, Is Marked By Many 

Events To Celebrate The LGBTQIA+ Community.  

• An Updated Version Of Pride Flag, Which Is Known As The Intersex-inclusive 

Progress Pride Flag, Created By Valentino Vecchietti Of Intersex Equality Rights 

UK In 2021 Was Used This Time. 

 

The New Replacement 
• The Previous Progress Pride Flag Created In 2018 By Daniel Quasar. While Most 

Organisations In India Still Use The Older Rainbow Pride Flag In Their Events, The 

New Variation Of It Is Being Increasingly Accepted As A More Inclusive 

Representation For The Community. 
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What’s Pride Flag? 
• A Pride Flag Essentially Represents Pride Associated With LGTQIA+ Social 

Movements. The Community Have Had To Fight For Basic Rights In Countries 

Across The World. The Struggle Continues In Many Countries. Uganda, For 

Instance, Recently Passed A Law Criminalizing The LGBTQIA+ Community. 

• In India Too, Gay Sex Was Decriminalized As Recently As 2018. The Pride Flag 

Was Used By Activists, Members Of The Community And Allies As A Symbol Of 

Resistance And Acceptance. It Was Designed By Renowned American Artist And 

Activist Gilbert Baker. 

 

History Of The Pride Flag 
• The Simple Rainbow Pride Flag, Designed By Baker, Made Its Debut In 1978 At 

The San Francisco Gay Freedom Parade. The New Flag Is Based On This Very 

Flag.  

• In His Memoir, Rainbow Warrior, Baker Mentions How He Was Approached By 

Prominent Gay Activist Harvey Milk And Filmmaker Artie Bressan Jr To Come Up 

With A Symbol That Will Represent “The Dawn Of A New Gay Consciousness 

And Freedom”. 

• The Most Significant Update Of This Rainbow Flag Was In 2017, When Social 

Justice Advocate Amber Hikes Conceptualised A New Version Of The Flag With 

Black And Brown Stripes To Represent People Of Colour. 

• In 2018, American Graphic Designer Daniel Quasar Redesigned The Flag To 

Include The Colours Of The Transgender Flag, Blue, Light Pink And White. Quasar 

Added The Transgender Colours Along With Black And Brown Colours In A 

Chevron Shape To Represent Forward Movement. 
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• The Most Recent Version Of The Flag Was Designed By Valentino Vecchietti In 

2021 As An Intersex-inclusive Pride Flag. A Purple Circle Over A Yellow Triangle 

Was Included In The Chevron Part Of The Pride Flag. This Is A Reference To The 

Intersex Pride Flag. 

Why Is It Called Intersex-Inclusive Progress Pride Flag? 
• The Intersex Has Been Largely Been Underrepresented Within Broader Queer 

Narratives. According To The United Nations, Intersex People Are Born With 

Sex Characteristics (Including Genitals, Gonads And Chromosome Patterns) That 

Do Not Fit Typical Binary Notions Of Male Or Female Bodies. 

• In 2021, Intersex Equality Rights (UK) Decided To Adapt The Pride Progress Flag 

Design To Incorporate The Intersex Flag, Creating The Intersex-inclusive Pride 

Flag. Intersex Equality Rights Activist Did The Redesigning.  

• The Colours Yellow And Purple Are Used In The Intersex Flag As A Counterpoint 

To Blue And Pink Which Are Traditionally Seen As Gendered Colours. 
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