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Controversy Over Movie Oppenheimer  

Gita Scene  

How Are Films Certified In India? 
 

Why In The News? 
• Union Information & Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur Is Upset With The 

Central Board Of Film Certification (CBFC) Over Their Nod To The Hollywood 

Film Oppenheimer. And Has Asked Officials To Remove A Scene From 

Screenings Of The Movie. 

• A Scene In Oppenheimer, In Which The Titular Character Reads Out Verses 

From An Ancient Sanskrit Scripture, Purportedly The Bhagavad Gita, During An 

Intimate Scene, Has Generated Controversy Over Social Media. Action Could 

Also Be Taken Against The Officials Who Had Given The Film Clearance. 

 

What Is The CBFC? 
• Central Board Of Film Certification (CBFC) Is A Statutory Body Under The 

Ministry Of Information And Broadcasting (I&B), Tasked With Regulating The 

Public Exhibition Of Films Under The Provisions Of The Cinematograph Act, 

1952. Films Can Be Shown In India Only After They Have Been Certified By The 

Board. 
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• The Board Consists Of Members And A Chairperson (All Of Whom Are 

Appointed By Central Government) And Functions With Headquarters At 

Mumbai. The Chairperson And Board Members Serve For Three Years. The 

CEO, Under The Chairperson, Oversees The Administrative Functioning. 

• CBFC Has Nine Regional Offices, One Each At Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, 

Bangalore, Thiruvananthapuram, Hyderabad, New Delhi, Cuttack And Guwahati. 

The Ros Are Assisted In The Examination Of Films By Advisory Panels That Can 

Have Multiple Members.  

• These Panel Members Are Nominated By The Central Government For Two 

Years. After Receiving All Of The Film’s Materials, Requisite Fees And Other 

Matter Required Under The Rules, The Regional Officer Forms An Examining 

Committee To View The Film.  

 

Certificates That Can Be Issued To Indian Films? 
• Certification Is Decided By The Regional Officer Based On Reports By Examining 

Committee Members In Unanimity Or Majority. In Case Of A Divided Opinion, 

The Case Rests With The Chairperson. 

• These Certifications Include Unrestricted Public Exhibition (U), Parental 

Guidance For Children Below Age 12 (U/A), Adult (A), Or Viewing By 

Specialised Groups (S). 
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