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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 

21 July 2023 
 

Festival Of Libraries 2023 
• A Two-Day Festival Of Libraries 2023 Will Be Organised In New Delhi On 5th Of 

Next Month. President Droupadi Murmu Will Inaugurate The Festival. The 

Festival Will Focus On The Promotion Of Both Physical And Digital Libraries. The 

Digital Library Initiative Breaks Barriers, Empowering All Citizens With Access To 

Knowledge. 

• The Festival Will Also Highlight Iconic Libraries From Across The World In Order 

To Initiate A Conversation On The Modernization And Digitization Of Libraries In 

India. 

• The Festival Of Libraries Will Serve As A Platform To Showcase Iconic Libraries 

From Around The World, Initiating A Dialogue On The Modernization And 

Digitization Of Libraries. It Aims To Facilitate The Formulation Of Action-oriented 

Policies For The Development Of Model Libraries In India, Right Down To The 

Village And Community Levels. 

• The Festival Will Also Mark The Launch Of A Special Ranking System For Libraries 

Across India, Further Promoting Excellence And Innovation In The Library Sector. 

 

Parliament Monsoon Session Begins 
• Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla Also Chaired A Meeting Of The Business Advisory 

Committee Ahead Of The Session. He Said, Leaders Of All Parties Have Assured 

Cooperation In The Proceedings Of The House. 
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• The Monsoon Session Will Continue Till 11th Of Next Month And There Will Be A 

Total Of 17 Sittings In This Session Spread Over 23 Days.  

• During The Session, Important Legislation Including The Government Of National 

Capital Territory Of Delhi (Amendment) Bill 2023, The Cinematograph 

(Amendment) Bill, The Biological Diversity (Amendment) Bill, The Multi-state 

Cooperative Societies (Amendment) Bill, The Digital Personal Data Protection 

Bill, The Forest (Conservation) Amendment Bill, The National Dental Commission 

Bill, The National Nursing And Midwifery Commission Bill And The Railways 

(Amendment) Bill Are Expected To Be Taken Up.  

 

Asian Surfing Championship 
• Indian Surf Team Won The Bronze Medal At The Asian Surfing Championship, 

Held At Thulisdhoo Island In Maldives. 18 Countries From Asia Took Part In This 

Championship. 

• The President Of The Surfing Federation Of India Arun Vasu Said That Surfing 

Team Finished Overall 3rd With A Bronze Medal. 

• Indian Surfers Will Now Get Ready For The First-ever World Surfing League 

(WSL) Event In India To Be Held In Mahabalipuram In Tamil Nadu From August 

14 To 20 This Year. 
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Global Food Regulators Summit 2023 
• The Two-day Summit Which Has Been Organized By Food Safety And Standards 

Authority Of India,  Is Aimed At Creating A Global Platform For Regulators On 

Enhancing Food Safety Systems And Regulatory Frameworks Through 

Collaboration.  

• Who Director-general  Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus  Congratulated The 

Union Health Ministry And Food Safety And Standards Authority Of India  For 

Organizing This Maiden Global Food Regulators Summit.  

• Dr Mandaviya Said It Is The Need Of The Hour For Detailed Discussions On Issues 

Like Food Safety For Framing Universal Food Safety Standards In View Of The 

Increasing Habitual Disease And Food Adulteration. 

• Dr Mandaviya Also Launched Three Digital Platforms Namely Food - O- Copoeia 

Which Is A Collection Of Food Category-wise Monographs, A Common Digital 

Dashboard, And SaNGRAH. 

 

Ethiopia Allows Social Media Access After Five Months 
• Ethiopia Has Allowed People To Access Facebook, Telegram, Tiktok, And 

Youtube After Five Months.  

• The Blackout Was Imposed On 9 February This Year After Tensions Between The 

Ethiopian Orthodox Church And The Government.  

• Only Those With Access To Virtual Private Network (VPN) Software Could Get 

On To The Social Media Platforms, Something That Cost Them Additional Data. 

• The Orthodox Church Faced A Split In February When Some Archbishops From 

The Oromia Region Said They Wanted To Form A New Synod As They Wanted To 

Hold Services In The Oromo Language.  
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• The Move Triggered Deadly Clashes, But A Mediation Effort By The Government 

Has Now Papered Over The Cracks. There Has Been No Statement From The 

Authorities Over The Decision To Lift The Ban. 

• According To The Internet Society, The Outage Has Cost Ethiopia 42 Million 

Dollars Because Of The Knock-on Effect On Businesses.  
 

 

National Women Commission Condemns Manipur Incident 
• National Commission For Women (NCW) Has Condemned The Manipur Incident.  

• In A Tweet, The Commission Said, It Has Taken Suo Motu Cognizance Of The 

Incident And Asked The Director General Of Police Manipur To Promptly Take 

Appropriate Action.  

• The NCW  Has Also Strongly Condemned The Horrific Incident In Rajasthan 

Where 4 People, Including A Six-month-old, Were Burnt To Death.  

• Taking Suo Motu Cognizance, NCW Has Contacted The DGP Rajasthan Urging 

Prompt Action On This Tragic Matter. 
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ASEAN Countries Conference On Traditional Medicines 
• India Will Host The ASEAN Countries Conference On Traditional Medicines In 

New Delhi.  

• The India-ASEAN Conference Is Being Held After Almost A Decade, And 10 

ASEAN Countries Including Cambodia, And Vietnam Will Participate In It.  

• The Conference Aims To Strengthen The Platform Between India And ASEAN 

Countries To Share Their Best Practices And Draw A Roadmap For Future 

Cooperation In The Field Of Traditional Medicines. 

• Ayush Has Unprecedented Potential For Expansion Of ‘Act East Policy’ In 

Traditional Systems Of Medicine.  

• The Ayush Sector Has Grown Multi-fold In The Last Nine Years Since 2014 When 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Elevated The Then Department Of Ayush Under 

The Ministry Of Health And Family Welfare To An Independent Ministry Of 

Ayush. 

 

‘China Plus One’ Opportunity 
• World Bank President Ajay Banga Has Said That India Has An Opportunity To 

Create Jobs In The Manufacturing Sector By Tapping Into The ‘China Plus One’ 

Opportunity, But That Window Is Available Only For A Short Period Of Time. He 

Said, This Opportunity Will Not Stay Open For 10 Years. 

• This Is A Three-to-five-year Opportunity When The Supply Chains Start Adding 

On In Another Location, Mr Banga Told Reporters In New Delhi.  
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• While Sounding Upbeat On India, The World Bank Chief Said That 15-20 Million 

Jobs Need To Be Created With Some Highly Skilled Ones In Manufacturing And 

Technology.  

• Mr Banga Said That If There Is A Global Slowdown, India Will Have A Very High 

Share Of Its GDP Comes From Domestic Consumption, Which Is Very Helpful At 

A Time Like This. 

 

Putin Will Not Attend BRICS Summit In South Africa 
• South Africa’s Presidency Said That Russian President Vladimir Putin Will Not 

Attend The Summit Of The BRICS Group Of Nations In South Africa In August By 

Mutual Agreement. 

• South Africa Faced A Dilemma In Hosting The Summit Because A Member Of The 

International Criminal Court (ICC) Has Issued An Arrest Warrant For Putin In 

March For Alleged War Crimes.  It Would Theoretically Be Required To Arrest 

Him If He Were To Attend. 

• The Dilemma Led To Intense Debate In South Africa And The West About 

Whether The Warrant Would Be Executed, Given South Africa’s Stance Of 

Neutrality On The War In Ukraine And Pretoria’s Historic Ties To The Kremlin. 

The Leaders Of Brazil, India And South Africa Will Attend The Summit, The 

Presidency Said. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 

1. HQ Of Association Of Southeast Asian Nations 

A. Geneva 

B. Oslo 

C. Jakarta 

D. Kuala Lumpur 

ANSWER: C 

 

2. ASEAN Was Established In 

A. 1957 

B. 1967 

C. 1977 

D. 1987 

ANSWER: B 

 

3. ASEAN Was Established By 

A. Bangkok Declaration 

B. Bali Declaration 

C. Kuala Lumpur Declaration 

D. Colombo Declaration 

ANSWER: A 

 

4. The ASEAN Charter Was Signed In 

A. 2005 

B. 2006 

C. 2007 

D. 2008 

ANSWER: D 

 

5. How Many Times India Has Chaired BRICS Summits 

A. 3 

B. 4 

C. 5 

D. 6 

ANSWER: A 
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6. The Term Was Originally Coined In 2001 As “BRIC” By 

A. Jim O’Neill 

B. John Keynes 

C. Adam Smith 

D. David Ricardo 

ANSWER: A 

 

7. When Was The First BRICS Summit Held 

A. Russia, 2009 

B. India, 2008 

C. Brazil, 2009 

D. China, 2008 

ANSWER: A 

 

8. Current Chair For BRICS 2022 Is 

A. India 

B. China 

C. Russia 

D. South Africa 

ANSWER: C 

 

9. HQ of World Health Organization (WHO) 

A. Rome 

B. Geneva 

C. Paris 

D. Oslo 

ANSWER: B 

 

10. 1st Directors-General Of The WHO 

A. Brock Chisholm 

B. Marcolino Gomes Candau 

C. Hiroshi Nakajima 

D. Lee Jong-wook 

ANSWER: A 
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