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Four Minor Planets Named After Indian

Scientists
Why In The News?

¢ International Astronomical Union (IAU) Has Named Minor Planets After 4
Indians. As Per The Latest Bulletin Of The Working Group Small Bodies
Nomenclature (WGSBN), Of The IAU, The Four Newly Named Planet s Are
Ashok Verma, Kumar, Rutu Parekh, And Aswin Sekhar.

International Astronomical Union

e It Is A Nongovernmental Organisation With The Objective Of Advancing
Astronomy In All Aspects, Including Promoting Astronomical Research,
Outreach, Education, And Development Through Global Cooperation. It Was
Founded In 1919 And Is Based In Paris, France.

e |t Has A Mission To Promote And Safeguard The Science Of Astronomy In All Its
Aspects, Including Research, Communication, Education, And Development. It
Also Designates Names To Celestial Bodies.
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What Do We Know?

e Aswin Is The First Professional Meteor Astronomer From India In Modern
Times. He Has Made Important Contributions To The Field Of Meteors In
Meteoroid Stream Dynamics, Particularly In The Effects Of Relativity And
Resonances In Meteoroid Streams.

e Ashok Kumar Verma, Who Is Also Honored By The IAU, Is An Indian
Astrophysicist. Kumar Venkataramani Is An Indian Astronomer At Caltech,
Specializing In Spectroscopic Observations Of Comets And Asteroids. Rutu
Parekh, An Indian Planetary Scientist, Specializes In Understanding The Surface
Evolution Of Icy Satellites And Asteroids.

¢ Five Planetary Bodies Have Been Named After Indians Before This - Nobel
Laureates Subramanya Chandrasekhar And CV Raman, Mathematician

Srinivasa Ramanujan, Space Scientist Vikram Sarabhai, And Astronomer Manali
Kallat Vainu Bappu.
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