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Delhi Services Bill Tabled In Lok Sabha  

Govt Of NCT Of Delhi (Amendment) 

Act, 2023 
 

Why In The News? 
• The Centre Introduced The Government Of National Capital Territory Of Delhi 

(Amendment) Bill, 2023, In Lok Sabha. The Bill Seeks To Replace The National 

Capital Territory Of Delhi (Amendment) Ordinance, 2023, On The Control Of 

Services In Delhi. 

• While The Opposition Tore Into The Government, Alleging That The Bill Aims To 

Take Away Delhi Assembly’s Powers, Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Who Was 

Present In The House, Said, “All Objections Raised Are Political, Which Do Not 

Have Any Constitutional Basis.” 

 

Why Was There A Need For Such Bill? 
• The Centre Had Promulgated The Ordinance On May 19, 2023 - Eight Days After 

The Constitution Bench Of Supreme Court Pronounced Its Judgment In The 

Government Of NCT Of Delhi V. Union Of India Case, Granting More Powers To 

The Delhi Government Over Services In The National Capital. 
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• Opposition Parties Said The Bill Is “A Clear Violation Of The Constitution”, As 

Article 239 Provides Powers To The Delhi Assembly To Make Laws On Subjects 

Mentioned In The State List And Concurrent List. The Bill Gives More Powers 

To The Lieutenant Governor Of Delhi. 

• This Raises Serious Questions About The Centre’s View Of Ignoring The Supreme 

Court And The Constitution. This Bill Aims At Undermining The Independence 

And Rights Of Delhi Government, Which Was Established By The Supreme Court 

Judgment. 

 

What The Bill Intends To Do? 
• The Ordinance, Promulgated By President Murmu On May 19, Sought To Amend 

The Government Of NCT Of Delhi Act, 1991 Effectively Negating The May 11 SC 

Judgement That Gave AAP Govt The Power To Make Laws And Wield Control 

Over Bureaucrats Deputed To The Delhi Government. 

• Firstly, The Bill, Mandates The Creation Of An Authority For Transfers And 

Postings Of Senior Officers In The Delhi Government. Secondly It Also 

Empowers The L-G To Appoint The Heads Of Boards Or Commissions That Are 

Enacted By Delhi Legislative Assembly. 

National Capital Civil Service Authority (NCCSA) 
• The National Capital Civil Service Authority (NCCSA) Shall Have The 

Responsibility To Recommend The Transfers And Postings Of All Group ‘A’ 

Officers (IAS) And Officers Of DANICS Serving In The Delhi Government. 
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• NCCSA Shall Consist Of: 

o Chief Minister Of Delhi, Who Shall Be The Ex-officio Chairperson Of The 

Authority. 

o The Chief Secretary Of Delhi, Who Will Function As Member And The  

o Principal Home Secretary, Delhi, Who Shall Be The Member-Secretary.  

o All Matters Required To Be Decided By The Authority Shall Be Decided 

By Majority Of Votes Of The Members Present And Voting. 

 

Rationale Behind Such Move? 
• Several Important National And International Institutions And Authorities Like 

The President, The Parliament, The Supreme Court, Various Constitutional 

Functionaries, Foreign Diplomatic Missions, International Agencies, Etc., Are in 

Delhi And High Dignitaries From Other Nations Pay Official Visits To Delhi.  

• Centre Says This Would Balance The Interest Of The Nation With The Interest 

Of The Union Territory Of Delhi In The Administration Of The Capital. The 

Highest Possible Standards Are Required To Be Maintained In The 

Administration And Governance Of The NCT Of Delhi. 
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