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Pakistan's Ex-PM Imran Khan Jailed For
3 Years In ‘Toshakhana Case’

Why In The News?

e Former Pakistan PM Imran Khan Was Arrested On Saturday (August 5)
Afternoon From His Zaman Park Residence In Lahore, Shortly After An Islamabad
Trial Court Declared Him Guilty Of “Corrupt Practices” In The Toshakhana Case.

e The Court Sentenced Imran To Three Years In Prison And Imposed A Fine Of
100,000 Pakistani Rupees On Him For Concealing Details Of Toshakhana Gifts.
The Former PM Was Sentenced Under Section 174 Of The Pakistan’s Election
Act.

e Imran Was Given The Maximum Punishment By The Judge In This Case, With
His Conviction Pretty Much Ending His Chances Of Participating In Pakistan’s
Upcoming National Elections, Scheduled To Take Place In November.

What Is The Toshakhana Case?

e The Toshakhana Controversy Came To The Forefront In August 2022, When The
Coalition Government - Led By Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) Filed A
Case Against Imran, Claiming That He Did Not Disclose Information On Gifts

Presented To Toshakhana As Well As The Proceeds From The “lllegal” Sale Of
Some The Gifts.
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e Established In 1974, Toshakhana Is A Department Under The Administrative
Control Of The Cabinet Division Which Stores Gifts And Other Expensive Items
Received By Public Officials. According To Its Rules, It’s Compulsory For Officials
To Report The Gifts And Other Such Materials Received By Them To The Cabinet
Division.

e However, When Imran Came To Power In 2018, He Resisted Disclosing Details
Of The Many Presents He Received During His Time In Office, Saying That Doing
So Would Severely Impact Relations With Other Countries.

e Subsequently, The Former PM Wrote A Letter To The Election Commission Of
Pakistan (ECP) And Admitted To Selling At Least Four Such Presents But Also
Said That He Bought Them From The Government By Paying A Percentage Of
Their Value. These Included A Graff Watch Gifted To Him By The Saudi Arabian
Crown Prince, Rolex Watches, Expensive Cufflinks, A Valuable Pen And A Ring.

What Did The ECP Say About The Case?

e Almost Two Months After The Case Was Filed Against Imran, The ECP Found
That While The Sales Weren’t lllegal Because The Items Belonged To Imran As
He Had Paid For Them, He Did Engage In Unethical Behaviour, Making False
Assertions And Erroneous Declarations.

e Consequently, Pakistan’s Apex Poll Body Barred Imran From Holding Public
Office For A Period Of Five Years.

What Happened After Imran Was Disqualified?

e Soon After The Announcement Of The ECP’s Decision, Huge Protests Led By PTI
Workers Broke Out In Front Of The Poll Body’s Offices Across The Country.
Multiple Instances Of Vandalism Were Reported During These Demonstrations
And Protesters Clashed With The Police.
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e The ECP Itself Approached The Islamabad Sessions Court With A Copy Of The
Complaint And Sought Criminal Proceedings Against Imran For Allegedly
Misleading Officials About The Gifts He Received From Foreign Dignitaries
During His Tenure As The Prime Minister.

¢ Imran Khan Was Formally Indicted In The Case May 10. However, On July 4,
The Islamabad High Court (IHC) Stayed The Proceedings And Directed ADSJ
Dilawar To Re-examine The Matter To Decide On Its Maintainability. ADSJ
Dilwar Ruled On July 9 That The Case Was Maintainable And Consequently
Revived The Proceedings.
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