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Putin's Critic Alexei Navalny Sentenced 

To 19 More Years In Prison  
 

Why In The News? 
• Prominent Russian Opposition Leader Alexei Navalny Was Sentenced To 19 

Years In Prison On 4th August. The Move Came Amid A Historic Crackdown On 

Dissenting Voices As Moscow's Assault On Ukraine Stretches Into Its Second 

Year.  

• Navalny Is Currently Incarcerated In Penal Colony No 6 At Melekhovo, Roughly 

240 Km East Of Moscow. He Is Serving Sentences Totaling Eleven And A Half 

Years For Parole Violations, Fraud And Contempt Of Court Charges He Believes 

Are “Completely Politically Motivated.” 

 

Who Is Alexei Navalny? 
• An Anti-Corruption Crusader & A Former Lawyer, Navalny Rose To Prominence 

With Blogs That Exposed What He Said Was Vast Corruption In Russia. He Says 

The Country Is Ruled By “Crooks And Thieves”. 

• When Demonstrations Against Putin Flared In December 2011, He Was One Of 

The First Protest Leaders Arrested. In 2013 He Ran For Mayor Of Moscow And 
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Won 27 Per Cent Of The Vote Despite Getting Little Or No Coverage From State 

Media.  

• Since Then, He Has Been Barred On Various Grounds From Running For Office. 

Navalny And His Team Have Lampooned Putin And Produced Slick Videos, To 

Expose The Opulent Lifestyles Of Russia’s Elite. 

• Navalny Has Long Forecast Russia Could Face Seismic Political Turmoil, Including 

Revolution, Because He Says Putin Has Built A Brittle System Of Personal Rule 

That Is Reliant On Sycophancy And Corruption. 

 

Persecution And Poisoning 
• The Kremlin, However, Has Dismissed Navalny’s Claims About Corruption And 

Putin’s Personal Wealth. His Movement Is Outlawed And Most Of His Senior 

Allies Have Fled Russia. Russian Officials Portray Him As An Extremist And A 

Puppet Of The CIA. 

• Navalny Has Been Detained Countless Times For Organising Public Rallies, And 

Prosecuted Repeatedly On Charges Including Corruption, Embezzlement And 

Fraud. 

• In August 2020, He Fell Ill On A Flight From Siberia To Moscow. The Pilot Made 

An Emergency Landing, Saving His Life. Navalny Was Then Flown To Berlin, 

Where He Was Treated For The Effects Of A Neurotoxin Commonly Used By 

Russian Agencies. 
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• A Joint Media Investigation Said It Had Identified A Team Of Assassins From 

Russia’s FSB Security Service. Navalny Voluntarily Returned To Russia In 2021 

And Was Arrested Immediately On Arrival. 

 

The Latest Charges 
• Creation Of An Extremist Organisation. 

• Rehabilitation Of Nazism. 

• Two Counts Of Public Calls For Extremism (One At A Rally And Another Online); 

• Creation Of A Non-governmental Organisation (Navalny’s Anti-corruption Fund) 

Whose Activities Are Alleged To Be Associated With Incitement To Commit 

Crimes. 

• Involvement Of A Minor In Committing Illegal Acts (Stemming From The Fact 

That People Under 18 Attended Navalny’s Rallies). 

• Raising Funds To Finance Extremism. 
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