
 
 

 

'One Nation, One Election' Possible 

Only From 2029, Working For Formula 

Says Law Commission 
 

Why In The News? 
• Amid Reports Of Speculation On The Implementation Of The Simultaneous Polls 

Or One Nation One Election Provision For The Upcoming 2024 Lok Sabha 

Elections, Law Commission Officials Have Informed That The Agency Is Working 

On A Formula To Synchronize All Assembly Polls By Extending Or Reducing The 

Tenure So That All State Elections Can Be Held Along With The Lok Sabha Polls 

2029 Onwards.  

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi Led India Government Has Already Set Up A 

High-level Panel To Explore Simultaneous Polls For Lok Sabha, State Assemblies 

And Local Bodies. The Report Said That The Law Commission May Also Be Asked 

To Include The Third Tier Of Elections Along With Its Current Mandate For 

National And State-level Polls. 

 

What Do We Know? 
• The Law Panel Is Devising A Mechanism To Ensure A Common Electoral Roll For 

Lok Sabha, Assemblies And Local Bodies To Reduce Cost And Use Of Manpower 

For Undertaking An Almost Identical Exercise Which Is Carried Out Now By The 

Election Commission And Various State Election Commissions. 

• For Synchronizing Various Assembly Polls To Ensure Both State And Lok Sabha 

Elections Are Held Together From 2029 Onwards, The Commission Under 
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Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi May Suggest Reducing Or Enhancing The Tenure Of 

Legislative Assemblies. 

• A Mechanism Is Being Devised To Ensure That Once Lok Sabha And Assembly 

Polls Are Synchronized, Voters Go To The Polling Booth Only Once To Cast Their 

Ballot For Both The Elections. 

• They Said Since Assembly And Parliamentary Polls Are Held In Phases, The 

Commission Is Working Out Modalities To See That Voters Do Not Go To Polling 

Stations More Than Once To Cast Their Ballot For The Two Polls. 

• As Of Now The Mandate Of The Commission Is To Suggest Ways To Hold 

Assembly And Lok Sabha Polls Together. But The High-level Committee Under 

Former President Ram Nath Kovind Has Been Tasked With Recommending How 

Lok Sabha, Assembly And Local Body Polls (Panchayat, Municipalities, Zila 

Parishad) Can Be Held Together. 

 

• One Suggestion The Law Panel Can Make Is To Hold The Three-tier Polls In Two 

Phases In One Year. In The First Phase, Lok Sabha And Assembly Polls Can Be 

Held And In The Second Phase, Local Body Polls Can Be Organised. 

• In August 2018, The Previous Law Commission Had Endorsed The Modi 

Government's Proposal To Hold Simultaneous Polls To Lok Sabha And State 

Assemblies, Saying It Will Prevent The Country From Being In Constant Election 

Mode, But It Had Sought Further Public Discourse On The Issue Before Arriving 

At A Final Decision. 

• The Panel In Its Draft Report Had Also Said The Exercise Cannot Be Held In The 

Present Constitutional Framework, And Suggested Changes Required To Carry 

Out The Two Sets Of Polls Together. 
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