
 
 

 

NewsClick Founder Prabir Purkayastha 

Arrested Under UAPA 
 

Why In The News? 
• After Conducting A Day-long Search, Seizures And Detentions, Delhi Police On 

Tuesday Arrested NewsClick Founder And Its Editor-in-chief Prabir Purkayastha 

And Amit Chakravarty, Firm's Human Resources Head, Under The Unlawful 

Activities (Prevention) Act.  

• The Founder Of The Portal Was Earlier Brought To The Delhi Police Special Cell 

Office For Questioning In Connection With The Case Under The Anti-terror Law 

Following The Allegations That The Portal Received Funds For Pro-China 

Propaganda. 

 

What Do We Know? 
• Earlier In The Day, Delhi Police Personnel Carried Out Raids In Houses Of 

Several Journalists Associated With The News Portal And Seized Several Their 

Electronic Devices As Evidence Including Laptops, Cell Phones And Hard Disks. 

• According To The Police Officials, A Total Of 46 Suspects Have Been Questioned 

In Relation To The Case At Different Locations. The Case Under UAPA And 

Different Sections Of The Indian Penal Code Were Filed On August 17. 
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• According To Reports, A List Of 25 Questions On Various Issues Which Included 

Details Of Foreign Travels, Protest The Citizenship (Amendment) Act And 

Farmer's Agitation Were Posed At The Journalists. 

 

• Earlier, The Enforcement Directorate (ED) Had Conducted Raids At Different 

Premises Associated With The Firm To Figure Out Sources Of The Funding. 

According To Officials, The Special Cell Is Carrying Out Searches On The Basis Of 

Inputs Given By The Central Probe Agency. 

• NewsClick Came Under Scanner After A Report By The New York Times Said The 

Firm Allegedly Received Money From US Billionaire Neville Roy Singham, Who 

Is Also Known For Pushing Campaigns In Support Of China And Its Propaganda. 

Singham Also Has Close Ties With Chinese Government's Media. 

 

• The Editors Guild Of India Expressed ‘Deep Concerns’ Regarding The Incident. 

Meanwhile, Union Minister Anurag Thakur Defended The Raids By Saying There 

Must Have Been Some Evidence Or Complaint Related To The Case. 
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