
 
 

 

Russia May Pull Out Of Comprehensive 

Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) 
 

Why In The News? 
• A Day After Indicating That Russia Might Revoke Its Ratification Of The 

Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), President Vladimir Putin Said 

That The Country Would Do So To Be On Level Terms With The United States, 

And Not To Resume Nuclear Testing. 

• The CTBT Is A Multilateral Treaty That Bans All Nuclear Explosions, Whether For 

Military Or Peaceful Purposes. Adopted By The United Nations General 

Assembly In 1996, It’s Still In The Ratification Stage 18 Countries Are Yet To 

Ratify. While Russia Ratified The Agreement In 2000, The USA Is Still To Do So. 

 

How Did CTBT Come Into Being? 
• The United States Conducted The World’s First Successful Nuclear Weapons 

Test In July 1945. Four Years Later, The Soviet Union Tested Their First Nuclear 

Weapon. These Tests Triggered A Decades-Long Arms Race Between The Two 

Superpowers.  
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• Between 1945 And 1996, More Than 2,000 Nuclear Tests Were Carried Out 

1,032 Of Them By The United States And 715 Of Them By The Soviet Union, 

According To The UN. Britain Carried Out 45 Tests, France 210 And China 45. 

• The 1963 Limited Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty (LTBT) Was One Of The First Such 

Attempts. It Prohibited Nuclear Testing In The Atmosphere, Outer Space, And 

Underwater, But Underground Tests Were Still Permitted. 

• To Tackle The Limitations Of LTBT, A Comprehensive Test Ban Was Discussed 

During The Negotiation Of The Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty In 1968. 

However, No Agreement Was Reached On The Issue. 

• Six Years Later, The US And Soviet Union Agreed To Sign The Threshold Test Ban 

Treaty (TTBT), Which Established A Nuclear “Threshold” By Banning The Two 

Countries From Conducting Tests That Would Produce A Yield Exceeding 150 

Kilotons (Equivalent To 150,000 Tons Of TNT). 

 

• A Breakthrough Only Came After The Cold War Ended Around 1990 And The 

Disintegration Of The Soviet Union. As The Geopolitical Tensions Simmered 

Down, The UN Took Advantage Of The Situation And Adopted The CTBT, Which 

Put A Blanket Ban On The Explosive Testing Of Nuclear Weapons, On September 

10, 1996, And It Opened For Signature On September 24, 1996. 

• Since The CTBT, 10 Nuclear Tests Have Taken Place. India Conducted Two In 

1998, Pakistan Also Two In 1998, And North Korea Conducted Tests In 2006, 

2009, 2013, 2016 (Twice) And 2017, According To The United Nations, Reuters 

Reported. 
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• The United States Last Tested In 1992, China And France In 1996 And The 

Soviet Union In 1990. Russia, Which Inherited Most Of The Soviet Nuclear 

Arsenal, Has Never Conducted A Nuclear Test. 

Which Key Countries Haven’t Ratified CTBT? 
• Notably, For The Treaty To Enter Into Force, It Must Be Signed And Ratified By 

44 Specific Nuclear Technology Holder Countries, Eight Of Which Have Yet To 

Ratify The Agreement: China, Egypt, India, Iran, Israel, North Korea, Pakistan 

And The United States, According To The UN. In 2021, UN Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres Urged These Countries To Ratify CTBT.  
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