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Russia To Supply, License Production Of Igla Anti-Aircraft 

Missiles To India  

• Russia has signed a contract to supply Igla-S hand-held anti-aircraft missiles to 

India and allow production of the Igla there under licence, the Russian state 

news agency TASS quoted a top arms export official as saying on Tuesday. 

• The Igla-S is a man-portable air defence system (MANPADS) that can be fired by 

an individual or crew to bring down an enemy aircraft. 

• India is the world's largest arms importer and Russia remains its largest supplier 

despite the damage to the reputation of its army and weaponry from the war in 

Ukraine, where Russia has suffered numerous setbacks at the hands of a smaller 

but highly motivated and Western-equipped military 

• According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), 

Russia accounted for 45% of India's arms imports between 2018 and 2022, with 

France providing 29% and the United States 11%. 
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Nirbhay Class Long-range Cruise Missiles To Be Part In All 

Three Defence Forces  

• In a significant boost to the firepower of the defence forces, all three defence 

forces will now have long-range cruise missiles of the Nirbhay class in their 

arsenal to strike targets at ranges of over 1,000 Km range. 

• The Nirbhay class long-range cruise missiles are being developed by the Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) indigenously and are sub-sonic 

in speed. 

• The government had given clearance to induct the missile in the inventory of the 

other two services about two years ago. The subsonic Nirbhay class cruise 

missiles along with the supersonic BrahMos cruise missiles will be a deadly 

combination in the forces' arsenal and will give options to the commanders in 

times of conflict. 

 

 

42 Myanmar Soldiers Who Crossed Over Into India Held 

• Mizoram Police arrested at least 42 Myanmar soldiers in the last two days, after 

they illegally crossed into India at Zokhawthar border, the state police chief said 

in Aizawl on Tuesday. The soldiers were flown to Myanmar's Tamu from 

Manipur's Moreh in helicopters later, as per defence ministry insiders. 
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• "Thirty-nine Myanmar army personnel entered Mizoram on Monday evening 

but surrendered to Mizoram Police. They were handed over to Assam Rifles 

following an order from the Union Ministry of Home Affairs," Mizoram. 

• “Two Mi-17 helicopters were used to transport them. We were told two-three 

others entered Mizoram today (from Myanmar). They will be evacuated in a 

similar manner,” a defence official told this newspaper. 

• The trouble in Myanmar began in February 2021 after the military in the country 

had captured power through a coup. The pro-democracy forces are waging an 

armed struggle with the Myanmarese junta. 

 

 

Indian Light Tank For High Altitude Operations To Be Ready 

This Month  
• The first indigenously designed and developed light tank that will be capable of 

operating at high altitudes to counter Chinese armoured deployments is likely to 

be ready for trials by this month end. 

• Developed in record time, the light tank will undergo a series of trials in 

December as work on the prototype is nearing completion. The need for a light 

tank - in the 25 tonne category - was felt after tensions built up in eastern 

Ladakh in 2020 and China deployed light armour at high altitude locations. 

• The Zorawar is an Indian light tank design. It is to become a light tank with a 

high power-to-weight ratio and substantial firepower, protection, surveillance 

and communication capabilities. 
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• Indian Army’s Directorate General of Mechanised Forces, had on 22 April 2021, 

issued a Request for Information (RFI) in the domestic and international market 

for procurement of 354 Light Tank (Tracked) for the Indian Army (IA) 

 

THE INDO-PACIFIC REGIONAL DIALOGUE 2023  

• The annual apex-level international conference of the Indian Navy – the Indo-

Pacific Regional Dialogue (IPRD) – will be held in New Delhi from 15 to 17 

November 2023. The event will include a Keynote Address by Shri Jagdeep 

Dhankhar, the Hon’ble Vice President of India on 15 Nov 23. 

• The IPRD follows hard on the heels of the Goa Maritime Conclave 2023, which 

had been conducted by the Indian Navy from 29 to 31 Oct 2023 in Goa. 

• In terms of conceptual positioning, the Goa Maritime Conclave seeks to project 

the Indian Navy’s cooperative engagement at the strategic-operational level, by 

providing a forum for the Chiefs-of-Navy and Heads of Maritime Agencies in the 

Indian Ocean Region.  

• The first two editions of IPRD were held in 2018 and 2019 respectively at New 

Delhi.  IPRD 2020 was cancelled due to the Covid-19 outbreak. The third edition 

of IPRD was held in 2021 in online mode and the fourth edition was conducted, 

reverting to a physical format, at New Delhi in 2022.  

• The overarching theme of IPRD-2023 is “Geopolitical Impacts upon Indo-Pacific 

Maritime Trade and Connectivity”.  
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Review Questions 
 

1. What Is The Overarching Theme of IPRD-2023?  
A. Responsible Maritime Connectivity 
B. Geopolitical Impacts upon Indo-Pacific Maritime Trade and Connectivity 
C. Protect Blue Ocean 
D. None of the Above 

ANSWER: B 
 

2. What Is The Significance Of Russia's Contract With India With Anti-Aircraft 
Missile?  

A. Supply of long-range cruise missiles 
B. Production of Igla-S hand-held anti-aircraft missiles 
C. To develop Brahmos Missile  
D. Boost to the relation with the Indian defence forces 

ANSWER: B 
 

3. What Is The Range Of The Nirbhay Class Long-range Cruise Missiles?               
A. 500 Km 
B. 750 Km 
C. 1,000 Km 
D. 1,250 Km 

ANSWER: C 
 

4. Defence Innovation Start-up Challenge Is An Initiative Of   
A. MHA 
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B. MEA 
C. MOD 
D. PMO 

ANSWER: C 

 
5. The Army Design Bureau Signed A MoU With   
A. Drone Federation of India 
B. IDEX 
C. HAL 
D. IAI 

ANSWER: A 
 

6. Ex ‘Harimau Shakti’ Conducted b/w India &   
A. Malaysia 
B. Oman 
C. UAE 
D. Maldives 

ANSWER: A 
 

7. Navigation Training School of IAF Is In   
A. Begumpet 
B. Noida 
C. Kochi 
D. New Delhi 

ANSWER: A 
 

8. Hq of White Knight Corps Is In  
A. Nagrota 
B. Udhampur 
C. Jaipur 
D. Noida 

ANSWER: A 
 

9. Which Company Is The Manufacturer of The HAL Rudra?           
A. Boeing 
B. DRDO & Israel Aerospace Industries  
C. HAL 
D. None of the above 

ANSWER: C 
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10.  Lieutenant colonel Rank Of Indian Army Is Equivalent To Which Rank Of 

Indian Navy?     
A. Commander 
B. Wing Commander 
C. Captain 
D. Admiral 

ANSWER: A 
 

11.  Secretariat of ASEAN Is In  
A. Jakarta 
B. Dhaka 
C. New Delhi 
D. Doha 

ANSWER: A 

 
12.  “An Introduction to Dreamland" Book Is Written By  
A. Bhagat Singh 
B. Raja Ram 
C. Leo Tolstoy 
D. George Bernard Shaw 

ANSWER: A 

 
13.  Wassenaar Arrangement Works On Transfer Of   
A. Conventional weapons and dual-use goods and technologies 
B. Wheat and Rice 
C. Space Technology 
D. High yielding seeds 

ANSWER: A 
 

14.  Which One Of The Following Pairs Is Not Correctly Matched?       
A. Christ Church - New Zealand 
B. Nairobi - Kenya 
C. Budapest - Hungary 
D. Kinshasa - Zaire 

ANSWER: A 
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15.  “Sita: Warrior of Mithila" Book Is Written By           
A. Amish Tripathi 
B. Rabindranath Tagore  
C. Amrita Pritam 
D. Chetan Bhagat 

ANSWER: A 
 

16.  Which Of The Following Is Not Correctly Matched?                     
A. Chennai - Deepest port of India 
B. Cochin - Natural port 
C. Kandla - Tidal port 
D. Jawaharlal Nehru port - Sole mechanized port 

ANSWER: A 
 

17.  United Nations Environnement Programme (UNEP) Hq Is In   
A. Nairobi, Kenya 
B. New York City, USA 
C. Rome, Italy 
D. Washington, DC, USA 

ANSWER: A 
 

18.  CISF Comes Under Which Ministry?  
A. MHA 
B. MOD 
C. MEA 
D. None of the above 

ANSWER: A 

19. __Holds The Rank Of Supreme Commander Of The IAF.  

A. President of India 
B. PM 
C. NSA 
D. Chief of the Air Staff (CAS) 

ANSWER: A 

20. Iran Boundary Doesn’t Touches With          
A. Iraq 
B. Turkmenistan 
C. Pakistan 
D. Russia 
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ANSWER: D 
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