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Ladakh's Four Point Demands

Leaders from Ladakh have expressed satisfaction over their meeting discussing
Ladakh's four-point demands with the officials from the Ministry of Home
Affairs in Delhi yesterday.

Thupstan Chhewang, Chairman of Apex Body Leh and Sajad Hussain, a Member
of the committee from Kargil stated in a press briefing that the two-hour
meeting concluded positively, with MHA.
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They highlighted that MHA officials extensively discussed Ladakh's demands,
including the declaration of Sixth Scheduled status, statehood, Public Service
Commission for Ladakh, and related issues such as separate cadre creation and
age relaxation in recruitment and promotions.

To address Ladakh's demands, the Centre had formed high-powered committee
chaired by Minister of State for Home Affairs Nitinayand Rai and later a nine-
member subcommittee to assess the demands submitted by the high-powered
committee.
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World’s Largest Grain Storage

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that '"World's Largest Grain Storage Plan in
Cooperative Sector’ launched will result in thousands of warehouses and
godowns in every corner of the country.

e Launching multiple key initiatives for the Cooperative sector at Bharat
Mandapam in Delhi, Mr Modi said the world’s largest storage plan of 700 lakh
metric tons will be completed in the next five years at a cost of 1.25 lakh crore

rupees.
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e He said that it would enable farmers to store their produce and sell it at the

right time according to their own needs while also helping to avail loans from
banks.
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The Prime Minister also laid foundation stone for additional 500 Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) across the country for construction of
godowns and other agri infrastructure and a project for computerization in 18
thousand PACS across the country.

He underlined that cooperatives are an ancient concept for India. He said that
through the new Cooperation Ministry, the government aims to bring together
the fragmented powers of the agricultural sector of India.

The Prime Minister reiterated the government’s goal of establishing two lakh
cooperative societies in the coming years.

Giving the example of Farmers Producers Organisation, the Prime Minister
noted the growing entrepreneurship among the small farmers in villages.

He said beacoause of a separate Ministry, eight thousand FPOs out of a target
of 10 thousand FPOs are already functional in the country. More than 25
thousand cooperative units are functional in the fishery sector.

Mr Modi highlighted that a large number of women are involved in agriculture
and dairy cooperatives and modernization of agriculture systems is a must for
Viksit Bharat.

The Prime Minister cited the success stories of Amul and Lijjat Papad as the
power of cooperatives and also highlighted the central role of women in these
enterprises.
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Moncef Marzouki

A Tunisian court sentenced former President Moncef Marzouki to eight years in
prison after he was found guilty in absentia of seeking to provoke disorder.
Acording to media reports, Mr Marzouki lives in France and was not present at
the hearing.

He was country's first democratically elected head of state after the country's
2011 Arab Spring revolution.

-

The verdict was based on statements by Marzouki that included incitement in a
speech he gave in Paris.

L

Mr Marzouki was previously sentenced to four years in absentia in 2021 after he
called for France to end its support for President Kais Saied.

Elected democratically in 2019 with a five-year mandate, Mr Saied launched a
power grab in July 2021, dismissing the prime minister and suspending the
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parliament. He later pushed through sweeping changes to concentrate power in
his office.

Govt Unveils 4 Transformative Portals

In a move to redefine India’s media landscape, Union Minister Anurag Singh
Thakur launched four portals aimed at fostering a more conducive business
environment, enhancing transparency in government communication, and
providing easy access to authentic government videos.

Minister Thakur highlighted the government’s achievements in improving the
ease of doing business, acknowledged by international indices such as the
World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index and the Logistic Performance Index.
The four portals launched signify a leap towards enhancing efficiency and
transparency in government operations.

Press Sewa Portal: Developed under the Press and Registration of Periodicals
Act, 2023 (PRP Act, 2023), this portal automates the process for newspaper
registration and related procedures. Its features include online application filing,
real-time tracking, and a module for District Magistrates to manage applications.
Transparent Empanelment Media Planning and eBilling System: Introduced for
the Central Bureau of Communication (CBC), this system streamlines media
planning processes and offers an ERP solution for the media industry. Features
include automated empanelment, media planning, billing, and a mobile app for
partners.
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e NaViGate Bharat Portal: Developed by the New Media Wing of the Ministry,
this portal serves as a unified bilingual platform hosting videos on the
government’s development and citizen welfare measures. It offers navigation,
categorization, video playback, and search functionality.

e National Register for LCOs: This portal aims to centralize the registration of
Local Cable Operators (LCOs), promising an organized cable sector. With online
registration facilities and a national register for LCOs, it paves the way for
service and convenience for cable operators.

Tristan Stubbs

e Tristan Stubbs has etched his name in the annals of South African cricket
history, becoming the 11th batter to achieve a first-class triple-century in the
nation, and notably the eighth since readmission.

e His remarkable feat not only underscores his individual brilliance but also
serves as a significant boost for the South African Test team, signaling the
emergence of a potent talent in their ranks.
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Stubbs’ outstanding performance places him at the forefront of Division 11’s
leading run-scorers in the domestic four-day competition.

With two centuries from five matches, he has showcased consistency and
prowess with the bat, solidifying his position as a formidable force in the
cricketing arena.

Having made his Test debut in the New Year’s Test against India just a month
prior, Stubbs has swiftly transitioned into the international spotlight.

His inclusion in South Africa’s A squad tour of Sri Lanka last July hinted at his
readiness for the senior side, a notion further reinforced by his century in
Colombo.

Despite initial challenges, including a modest performance at Newlands, Stubbs’
determination and potential have shone through, earning him a well-deserved
place among cricketing elites.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

Sudarshan Setu Is Located In
Guijarat

Kerala

Goa

Uttar Pradesh

ANSWER: A

World’s Largest Storage Plan Of __ Lakh Metric Tons Inaugurated By PM Modi
500

600

700

800

ANSWER: C

Capital Of Tunisia
Sfax

El Jem

Testour

Tunis

ANSWER: D
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India’s Largest Drone Pilot Training Organisation Built By
lIT Delhi

IIT Ropar

IIT Mandi

IIT Guwahati

ANSWER: D

Koraput Kalajeera Rice Got Gl Status, Is Cultivated In Which State
Punjab

Odisha

Andhra Pradesh

Uttar Pradesh

ANSWER: B

How Much Amount Of Development Assistance Loan Has Japan Committed To
India

JPY 232.2 billion

JPY 225.2 billion

JPY 230.3 billion

JPY 239.3 billion

ANSWER: A

Rani Chennamma Is Related To Which One Of Following Events
Moplah Rebellion

Ahom Revolt

Kittur Rebellion

Sanyasi Revolt

ANSWER: C

A Team Of Conservationists Discovered Nesting Site Of Cantor’s Giant Softshell
Turtle On Banks Of Which River In Kerala

Bhavani River

Kallada River

Chandragiri River

Periyar River

ANSWER: C
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What Is Theme Of The 8th Asia Economic Dialogue 2024
Asia and the Emerging World Order

Global Trade and Finance Dynamics

Sustainable Economic Development

Geo-economic Challenges in an Era of Flux

ANSWER: D
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10. DURGA 2, A Laser Weapon, Developed By Which One Of The Following
A. DRDO

B. ISRO

C. IIT Kanpur

D. NTRO

ANSWER: A

11. Scientists Detected Water Molecules On Surface Of Two Asteroids For First
Time Ever By Using Which Telescope

SOFIA

HEAO 3

HETE 2

CHIPS

ANSWER: A
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12. Primary Objective Of ‘Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti’, Seen In The News
A. Promotion of Indian languages in education
B. Promotion of foreign languages
C. Promotion of science and technology
D. Promotion of arts and culture
ANSWER:A

13. Who Has Been Appointed As The Chairman And Managing Director Of IRCTC
A. Sanjay Kumar Jain
B. Neeraj Sharma
C. KK Mishra
D. Ajit Kumar
ANSWER: A
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14. Which Expressway Is Set To Initiate Satellite-based Tolling In India
A. Mysuru-Bengaluru Expressway
B. Mumbai-Pune Expressway
C. Delhi-Jaipur Expressway
D. Chennai-Bengaluru Expressway
ANSWER: A

15.Which Organization Launched The Insurance Product 'Amritbaal’
A. ICICI Prudential

B. SBI Life

C. HDEFC Life

D. LIC

ANSWER: D

16. Which Indian State Named The "Most Welcoming Region" In India According
To Booking . Com's 2024 Traveller Review Awards

Rajasthan

Himachal Pradesh

Kerala

Goa

ANSWER: B
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17. Which Bank Secured Seven Awards At 19th Banking Tech Conference
A. City Union Bank
B. IDFC FIRST Bank
C. HDFC Bank
D. ICICI Bank
ANSWER: A

18. Which Organization Collaborated With AIIMS To Launch Smart Payment Card
For Cashless Transactions

Canara Bank

State Bank of India

Indian Bank

Union Bank of India

ANSWER: B
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19. In Which Location Will The 3 Day Nagi Bird Festival Take Place
A. Patna

B. Jamui

C. Gaya

D. Bhagalpur

ANSWER: B

20. Who Was The Syrian Ambassador In The Court Of Bindusara
A. Megasthenes
B. Dimachos
C. Dionysius
D. Amitrochates
ANSWER: B
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