Farmers To Continue 'Delhi Chalo’
March After 'Inconclusive' Talks With
Centre

Why In The News?

e Protesting Farmers From Punjab Are Bent On Marching To Delhi Today As The
Union Ministers' Five-Plus-Hour Meeting With Them Remained Inconclusive.
There Has Been No Resolution On The Main Demand Of The Farmers i.e., The
Minimum Support Price For Crops.

Highlights Of Farmers Protest

e The Farmers' Meeting With Union Ministers In Chandigarh A Last-Ditch Effort Of
The Govt That Got Singed Two Years Ago Over Farm Law Protests Continued
Almost Till Midnight. Food And Consumer Affairs Minister Piyush Goyal And
Agriculture Minister Arjun Munda Led Talks With The Farmer Leaders.

e Post 11 Pm, The Two Sides Came To An Agreement On Repealing The Electricity
Act 2020, Compensation To Farmers Killed In Lakhimpur Kheri, Uttar Pradesh,
And The Withdrawal Of Cases Against Farmers During The Farmers' Movement.

e But There Was No Consensus On The Three Key Demands Enactment Of A Law
To Guarantee A Minimum Support Price For All Crops, Farmer Loan Waiver And
The Implementation Of The Swaminathan Commission Recommendations.

e After The Meeting Ended Just Before Midnight, Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh
Committee's Sarwan Singh Pandher Said The 'Delhi Chalo' March Is On. "Two
Years Ago, The Government Had Promised To Meet Half Of Our Demands In
Writing... We Wanted To Resolve The Issue Peacefully. But The Government Is
Not Sincere. They Just Want To Waste Time," Said A Protestor.

e The Delhi Police Have Taken Every Possible Step To Stop The March From
Entering Delhi. There Is Heavy Police Presence At The Singhu, Tikri And Ghazipur
Borders. The Police Have Imposed A Month-long Ban On Public Meetings And
Tractors And Trolleys Entering The City.
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e Prohibitory Orders Banning Large Gatherings Have Been Declared In These
Areas. Much Of The Roads Have Been Barricaded With Concrete Blocks And
Barbed Wire. The Movement Of Commercial Vehicles Has Been Stopped.

e The Authorities In Haryana Have Also Fortified The State Borders With Punjab
At Many Places, Including Ambala, Jind, Fatehabad, Kurukshetra And Sirsa.
Concrete Blocks, Iron Nails And Barbed Wire Have Been Used To Barricade The
Roads And Block The Protesters From Entering The State.

e Haryana Has Also Invoked The 2021 Law Against Public And Private Property
Damage That Makes Perpetrators Pay. The State Home Department Has
Directed The Civil And Police Officers To Stick To The Rule.

e The Samyukta Kisan Morcha And The Kisan Mazdoor Morcha Had Announced
'‘Delhi Chalo' March. The Farmers Have Taken A Hard Line, Armed With The
Precedent Of The Government's Capitulation And Withdrawal Of The Farm Laws
Following The Year-long Agitation In 2020-21.

e The Kisan Mazdoor Morcha Which Has The Allegiance Of More Than 250
Farmers' Unions, And The Samyukta Kisan Morcha A Platform Of Another 150
Unions Called The Protest In December. The Protest, Coordinated From Punjab,
Is Meant To Remind The Govt Of The Promises It Made Two Years Ago.
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