




WHAT WILL WE STUDY?

• STONE AGE

• INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATON

• EARLY VEDIC AGE

• LATER VEDIC AGE

• MAHAJANAPADA



WHAT IS HISTORY?

• “History Is The Study Of The Past”

• History Is Not Merely Reading About Events That Took Place In The Past.

• "A Generation Which Ignores History Has No Past And No Future.”



CLASSIFICATION OF ANCIENT HISTORY



PRE-HISTORIC AGE

• Stone Age

• Palaeolithic Age

• Mesolithic Age 

• Neolithic Age

• Chalcolithic Age / Copper Age

• Bronze Age

• Iron Age



Paleolithic Age (500,000-10,000 BC)



Paleolithic Age (500,000-10,000 BC)



Mesolithic Age (10,000-4,000 BC) 

The Characteristic Tool Of This Age Was Microliths, Pointed Crescentic Blades, 

And Scrapers, Etc. Made Of Stone. The People Of This Age Lived On Hunting, 

Fishing, And Food Gathering.



Neolithic Age (4000-1800 BC)

Age Of Polished Tool Culture. Tool Making Was An Important Profession. 

Learned The Art Of Pottery; Their Pots Were Well-Made And Decorated With 

Paintings. An Important Discovery Of This Age Is Fire & Wheel. Mehrgarh In 

Baluchistan Is The Oldest Neolithic Site In India.



Chalcolithic Age (1800-1000 BC)

The Economy Was Based On Subsistence Agriculture, Stock-raising, Hunting, 

And Fishing. The People Of This Age Were The First To Use Painted Poetry. 

Neither People Of This Age Milked Animals For Dairy Products. Humans 

Started Living A Settled Life.



Bronze Age (3000-1300 BC)

Started Using Weapons And Agricultural Tools Made Of Bronze, An Alloy Of 

Copper And Tin. Long-Distance Trade Was Limited To Luxury Goods Like Spices, 

Textiles, And Precious Metals. The Expenses Of Making Bronze Were High At 

That Time.



Iron Age (1200-600 BC)

Other Changes In Society Such As Agricultural Practices, Religious Belief, And 

Inclination Towards Art Were Started. In India, The Late Harappan Culture 

Was Marked By The Iron Age.



The Birth Of ‘The History Of India’

The Indus Valley Civilization Or Harappan Civilization Flourished In 

Contemporary Pakistan And Western India Around 2,500 BC In The Western 

Part Of South Asia. 



The Discover Of IVC

Alexander Cunningham (1853) Noticed A Harappan Seal. Daya Ram Sahni 

(1921) Excavated The Harappa. R.D. Banerjee (1921) Excavated Mohenjo-Daro. 

Large Scale Excavations Were Carried Out By Marshall (1931).



Important Sites And Discoveries

Site Discovered by Year

Harappa Dayaram Sahni 1921

Mohenjodaro R. D. Banerjee 1922

Sutkagendor R. L. Staine 1927

Chanhudaro N. G. Majumdar 1931

Rangpur M. Vats 1953

Kalibangan A. Ghosh 1953

Ropar Y. D. Sharma 1955-56

Lothal S. R. Rao 1957

Surkotada I. Joshi 1972-75

Banawali R. S. Bisht 1973-74



Features Of The Indus Valley Civilization



Features Of The Indus Valley Civilization



Features Of The Indus Valley Civilization



Features Of The Indus Valley Civilization



The Harappans Conducted Considerable Trade In Stone, Metal, Shells, Etc., 

Within The Indus Culture Zone. They Did Not Use Metal Money And Carried 

Exchanges Through A Barter System In All Probability. 

Features Of The Indus Valley Civilization



No Clear Idea Of An Organized Force Or Standing Army. No Temples Have Been 

Found. More Concerned With Commerce Than With Conquest. Did Not Have 

Many Weapons Means The Lack Of An Effective Warrior Class.

Features Of The Indus Valley Civilization



Features Of The Indus Valley Civilization



Features Of The Indus Valley Civilization



Reasons For Decline Of The Indus Valley Civilization



This New Beginning Could Be Termed As The “Vedic Age” (1500 - 600 BCE), As 

Holy And Religious Scriptures Such As Rig Veda And Rest Were Composed.

• Early Vedic Period (1500 - 1000 BC)

• Later Vedic Period (1000 - 600 BC)

Transition From Urban To Rural Settlements



The Aryan Settlements

They Settled Themselves In Sapta Sindhu, The Land Of Seven Rivers In The 

North-western Region Of India Which Included The Kabul River Of Afghanistan 

Along With The Indus And Its Five Tributaries.



The Aryan Settlements

Rig Veda Speaks About Dasrajna Yudha Or Battle Of Ten Kings Fought On The Bank 

Of River Parusni, Identical To River Ravi, And Was Won By Bharatas. Samgrama 

Meant That Gram Clashed With One Another And Caused The War.



Vedic Literature

➢In Sanskrit: Shruti Means "What Is Said". Smriti Means 

"Remembered”.

➢Early Vedic Literature (Shruti) Consisting Of Four Vedas, 

Brahmanas, Aranyakas, And Upanishads.

➢Later Vedic Literature (Smriti) Consisting Of Sutras, 

Vedanga, Upavedas, Puranas, Epics, Dharam Shastras, Etc.



Vedic Literature



EARLY VEDIC LATER VEDIC

• Varna System Based On The Professions 

Or Occupations.

• Members Of The Same Family Took To 

Different Professions.

• Family: The Unit Of Society Was Family, 

Primarily Monogamous And Patriarchal.

• Varna System Became Hereditary. The 

Rigidity Of The Varna System Was At Its 

Peak.

• Family System: The Basic Unit Of Society 

Family Remained The Same, But The 

Position Of Women Declined. 

The Vedic Society



The Vedic Society
EARLY VEDIC LATER VEDIC

• Child Marriage Was Not In Trend. Niyoga 

System Existed. The Father’s Property Was 

Inherited By Son.

• Appetite: The Meat Of Fish, Birds, And 

Animals Was Eaten. The Cow Was Already 

Deemed Aghanya i.e., Not To Be Killed.

• Alcoholic Drinks, Sura, And Soma Were 

Also Consumed.

• Aitareya Brahmana States That A 

Daughter Is The Source Of Misery While A 

Son Is The Protector Of The Family.

• Polygamy Was In Practice.

• Pratiloma Vivah Was Not Permitted.



The Vedic Polity
EARLY VEDIC LATER VEDIC

• Above The Kula (Family) Were The 

Grama, The Vis, The Jana, And The 

Rashtra. 

• The Rashtra Was Ruled By A King Or 

Rajan.

• The Army Consisted Of Foot Soldiers And 

Charioteers.

• Kingship Became Rigid And Hereditary.

• Assembly Lost Its Importance And Royal 

Power Increased At Their Cost.

• Women Were No Longer Permitted To 

Attend Assemblies.



EARLY VEDIC LATER VEDIC

• The Administrative Machinery Worked 

Under A Tribal Chief Called ‘Rajan’. 

• Clan-based Assemblies Were Found Such 

As Sabha, Samiti, Vidatha, And Gana. 

• Women Attended Sabha And Vidatha.

• The Term Rashtra Indicating Territory, 

First Appeared In This Period.

• Taittiriya Brahmana Refers To The Theory 

Of The Divine Origin Of Kingship.

• Shatapath Brahmana Refers To Twelfth 

Ratninas Or Civil Functionaries Of The 

Time.

The Vedic Polity



EARLY VEDIC LATER VEDIC

• Rajasuya:- Ritual Sacrifice, Which Was 

Supposed To Confer Supreme Power.

• Ashvamedha:- Meant Unquestioned 

Control Over The Area, In Which The 

Royal Horse Ran Uninterrupted.

• Vajapeya:- The King Performed The 

Vajapeya Or The Chariot Race.

• Vishnu Was Conceived As The Preserver 

And Protector Of The People.

• Pushan, Responsible For The Wellbeing 

Of Cattle, Became The God Of Shudras.

•  At The End Of The Vedic Age, A Section 

Of Society Began To Resent The Priestly 

Domination.

The Vedic Religion



The Birth Of Janapadas

From The 6th Century BC Onwards, The Increasing Use Of Iron In Eastern UP And 

Western Bihar Created Conditions For The Formation Of Large Territorial States. 

Armed With Iron Weapons, The Warrior Class Now Played An Important Role. 



The Birth Of Janapadas

The New Agricultural Tools And Implements Enabled The Peasants To Produce Far 

More Food Grains Than They Required For Consumption. The Extra Produce Could 

Be Collected By The Princes To Meet Their Military And Administrative Needs.



Shodasa Mahajanapadas



Salient Features Of Mahajanapadas

Most Of These States Were Monarchical, But Some Were Also Republics, Known As 

“Ganasangha” Eg: Vajji. Had An Oligarchic System For Governance Where 

Administration Was Headed By An Elected King With A Large Council For His Aid.



Salient Features Of Mahajanapadas

The King, The Minister, The Country, Fortified City, Treasury, Army, And Ally Were 

The Key Elements. Endowed With Agricultural Surplus, The High Income Of The 

State Facilitated A Vast Standing Army.



SUMMARY

• STONE AGE

• INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATON

• EARLY VEDIC AGE

• LATER VEDIC AGE

• MAHAJANAPADA



______  Is The Period Whose Information Is Available In Written Records.

A. Pre-historic Period

B. Proto-history

C. Ancient History

D. Historical Period

Q.



______  Is The Period Whose Information Is Available In Written Records.

A. Pre-historic Period

B. Proto-history

C. Ancient History

D. Historical Period
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Dasrajna Yudha Or Battle Of Ten Kings Was Fought On The Banks Of 

Which River?

A. Parusni

B. Ganga

C. Yamuna

D. Saraswati

Q.



Dasrajna Yudha Or Battle Of Ten Kings Was Fought On The Banks Of 

Which River?

A. Parusni

B. Ganga

C. Yamuna

D. Saraswati

Q.



Arrange The Following In Ascending Order From Earliest To Latest:

1) Palaeolithic Age

2) Mesolithic Age 

3) Neolithic Age

4) Chalcolithic Age

A. 1, 2, 3, 4

B. 4, 3, 2, 1

C. 3, 4, 2, 1

D. 1, 4, 2, 3

Q.



Arrange The Following In Ascending Order From Earliest To Latest:

1) Palaeolithic Age

2) Mesolithic Age 

3) Neolithic Age

4) Chalcolithic Age

A. 1, 2, 3, 4

B. 4, 3, 2, 1

C. 3, 4, 2, 1

D. 1, 4, 2, 3

Q.

The Chronology Is As Follows: 

Palaeolithic Age (500,000-10,000 BC), 

Mesolithic Age (10,000-4,000 BC), 

Neolithic Age (4000-1800 BC), 

Chalcolithic Age (1800-1000 BC).



In 1921, The Sites Of Harappa And Mohenjodaro Were Discovered By 

______ & _______ Respectively.

A. N.G Majumdar, Daya Ram Sahni

B. R.D Banerjee, J.P Joshi

C. Daya Ram Sahni, R.D Banerjee

D. R.S Bisht, P C Ghose 

Q.
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Q.



How Many Types/ Forms Of Vedic Marriages Exist As Given By Manu

A. 10

B. 8

C. 9

D. 12

Q.



How Many Types/ Forms Of Vedic Marriages Exist As Given By Manu

A. 10

B. 8

C. 9

D. 12

Q.



What Was “Niyoga ”In The Early Vedic Society?

A. A Sacrificial Ritual For Wealth And Prosperity

B. To Marry The Younger Brother Of The Widow’s Deceased Husband.

C. Part Of Varna System, Consisting Of 5th Varna

D. A Drink Locally Produced For Festival Celebrations

Q.
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Q.



List A                                   List B

1. Harappa              (a) Bead Maker's Shop

2. Mohenjodaro     (b) Fire Altar

3. Kalibangan          (c) Great Bath

4. Chanhudaro        (d) Granaries

Q. Codes:

A. 1-(a), 2-(b), 3-(c), 4-(d)

B. 4-(c), 3-(b), 2-(a), 1-(d)

C. 1-(d), 2-(c), 3-(b), 4-(a)

D. 4-(b), 3-(c), 2-(a), 1-(d)



List A                                   List B

1. Harappa              (a) Bead Maker's Shop

2. Mohenjodaro     (b) Fire Altar

3. Kalibangan          (c) Great Bath

4. Chanhudaro        (d) Granaries

Q. Codes:

A. 1-(a), 2-(b), 3-(c), 4-(d)

B. 4-(c), 3-(b), 2-(a), 1-(d)

C. 1-(d), 2-(c), 3-(b), 4-(a)

D. 4-(b), 3-(c), 2-(a), 1-(d)



1. RIGVEDA                (A) Mantras Deal With Chains Magic And Spells.

2. YAJURVEDA           (B) It Is The Veda Of Melodies And Chants.

3. SAMAVEDA            (C) Performing Yajanas By The Priests.

4. ATHARVAVEDA     (D) Collection Of Hymns In Praise Of Gods.

Q.

A. 1-(a), 2-(b), 3-(c), 4-(d)

B. 4-(b), 3-(a), 2-(c), 1-(d)

C. 1-(d), 2-(c), 3-(b), 4-(a)

D. 4-(b), 3-(c), 2-(a), 1-(d)



1. RIGVEDA                (A) Mantras Deal With Chains Magic And Spells.

2. YAJURVEDA           (B) It Is The Veda Of Melodies And Chants.

3. SAMAVEDA            (C) Performing Yajanas By The Priests.

4. ATHARVAVEDA     (D) Collection Of Hymns In Praise Of Gods.

Q.

A. 1-(a), 2-(b), 3-(c), 4-(d)

B. 4-(b), 3-(a), 2-(c), 1-(d)

C. 1-(d), 2-(c), 3-(b), 4-(a)

D. 4-(b), 3-(c), 2-(a), 1-(d)



Q.



Q. ANSWER: B

Most Scholars Suggest That Meluha 

Was The Sumerian Name For The 

Indus Valley Civilization. They Further 

Claim That Meluha Is The Origin Of 

The Sanskrit Mleccha, Meaning 

"Barbarian, Foreigner".



“Aryan Invasion Theory” Was First Propounded By

A. Alexander Cunningham

B. Max Muller

C. Wheeler

D. M R Sahani

Q.



“Aryan Invasion Theory” Was First Propounded By

A. Alexander Cunningham

B. Max Muller
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D. M R Sahani
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_____ Mainly Means ‘Sitting Near’.

A. Purana

B. Mahakavyas

C. Upanishad

D. Veda

Q.
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_______ Refers To The Theory Of The Divine Origin Of Kingship.

A. Taittiriya Brahmana

B. Shatapath Brahmana

C. Aitareya Brahmana

D. Gopatha Brahmana

Q.



_______ Refers To The Theory Of The Divine Origin Of Kingship.

A. Taittiriya Brahmana
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Choose The Correct Statements About ‘Citadel’ Found In IVC

1. Both Harappa And Mohenjo-Daro Had A Citadel Or Acropolis

2. It Was Possibly Inhabited By The Common People

3. Lower Town Built With Brick Houses Was Occupied By The Ruling Class

4. Houses In The Cities Is That They Followed A Grid System

A. 1 & 2 Only

B. 1 & 4 Only

C. 1 Only

D. 2 & 3 Only

Q.
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Choose The Correct Statements About  Harappan People:

1. The Harappans Had Great Expertise In The Use Of The Potter’s Wheel.

2. Harappan Pots Were Generally Decorated With Designs Of Trees And Circles, Images 

Of Men, Etc.

3. The Greatest Artistic Creations Of The Harappan Culture Are Seals And About 2000 

Seals Have Been Found To Date.

A. 1 & 2 Only

B. 1 & 3 Only

C. 3 Only

D. 1, 2 & 3

Q.
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Choose The Incorrect Statements About The Harappan Script:

1. The Harappan Did Not Invent The Art Of Writing But Rather Followed The 

People Of Ancient Mesopotamia Who Did So.

2. Harappan Script Was Discovered In 1853 And The Complete Script By 1923.

3. James Princep Was The First To Decipher The Script Of The Harappans.

A. 1 & 3 Only

B. 2 & 3  Only

C. 2 Only

D. 1, 2 & 3

Q.
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The Term ‘Asva’ In The Rig Veda Denotes To

A. Cow

B. Horse

C. Bull

D. Elephant

Q.



The Term ‘Asva’ In The Rig Veda Denotes To

A. Cow

B. Horse

C. Bull

D. Elephant

Q.

Rig Veda: The Term Asva Occurs 215 Times; The Term Go 

(Cow) Occurs 176 Times, And The Term Vrsabha (Bull) 170 

Times. Suggest The Importance Of Cattle Rearing.



List A                              List B

1. Indra           (a) God of Marriage

2. Agni            (b) God of Animals

3. Rudra         (c) Fire God

4. Pushan      (d) Breaker of Forts

Q. Codes: 

A. 1-(a), 2-(b), 3-(c), 4-(d)

B. 4-(b), 3-(a), 2-(c), 1-(d)

C. 1-(d), 2-(c), 3-(b), 4-(a)

D. 4-(b), 3-(c), 2-(a), 1-(d)
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Choose The Correct Statements About “Mahajanapadas”

1. They Flourished Around The 6th & 5th Centuries BCE

2. It Was Also The Time Of The Rise Of The Sramana Movements

3. The Focus Of Chief Political Activity Moved From The Western Part Of The 

Gangetic Plain To The Eastern Part.

A. 1 & 2 Only

B. 2 & 3 Only

C. 1 Only

D. 1, 2 & 3

Q.
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List A (Mahajanapada)           List B (Capital)

1. Malla                                     (a) Kusinara

2. Vajji                                       (b) Vaishali

3. Gandhara                             (c) Taxila

4. Avanti                                   (d) Ujjain

A. 1-(a), 2-(b), 3-(c), 4-(d)

B. 4-(a), 3-(b), 2-(c), 1-(d)

C. 1-(d), 2-(c), 3-(b), 4-(a)

D. 4-(b), 3-(c), 2-(a), 1-(d)

Q.
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Choose The Correct Statements About Vedic Literature:

1. Shruti Is A Sanskrit Word That Means "What Is Said". 

2. Smriti Is A Sanskrit Word That Means "Remembered”.

A. 1 & 2 Only

B. 1 Only

C. 2 Only

D. None

Q.
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Select The Correct Statements About The ‘Maratha Revenue’ System:

1. “Chauth” Was A Regular Tax Or Tribute Imposed By The Maratha Empire In 

The Indian Subcontinent.

2. The "Sardeshmukhi" Was An Additional 10 Percent Levy On Top Of The 

Chauth.

A. 1 & 2 Only

B. 1 Only

C. None

D. 2 Only

Q.
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Which Of The Following Statements About The Vijayanagara Empire Is/Are True?

1) The Kings Claimed To Rule On Behalf Of The God Virupaksha.

2) Rulers Used The Title 'Hindu Suratrana' To Indicate Their Close Links With Gods.

3) All Royal Orders Were Signed In Kannada, Sanskrit, And Tamil.

4) Royal Portrait Sculpture Was Now Displayed In Temples.

A. 4 Only

B. 1 & 2

C. 1, 2 & 3

D. 1, 2 & 4

Q.



Which Of The Following Statements About The Vijayanagara Empire Is/Are True?

1) The Kings Claimed To Rule On Behalf Of The God Virupaksha.

2) Rulers Used The Title 'Hindu Suratrana' To Indicate Their Close Links With Gods.

3) All Royal Orders Were Signed In Kannada, Sanskrit, And Tamil.

4) Royal Portrait Sculpture Was Now Displayed In Temples.

A. 4 Only

B. 1 & 2

C. 1, 2 & 3

D. 1, 2 & 4

Q.

The Administrative And Court Languages Of The Empire 

Were Kannada And Telugu. All Royal Orders Were Signed 

“Shri Virupaksha”, Usually In The Kannada Script.



Q.



ANSWER: A

In Kannada Language, Dibba Means A Mound. Since This Structure 

Was Hidden Underneath A Mound. It Was On This Elevated Platform; 

The King Used To Sit During Dasara Festival Celebrations.

Q.



Battle Of Chanderi Was Fought Between Rajputs & ______

A. Babur

B. Humayun

C. Akbar

D. Shah Jahan

Q.



Battle Of Chanderi Was Fought Between Rajputs & ______

A. Babur

B. Humayun

C. Akbar

D. Shah Jahan

Q.

It Was Fought Between Medini Rai, A Key Ally Of Rana Sanga, 

And Babur In 1528.



In Which Year Akbar Ended The Jiziya Tax For The First Time?

A. 1564

B. 1567

C. 1565

D. 1566

Q.



In Which Year Akbar Ended The Jiziya Tax For The First Time?

A. 1564

B. 1567

C. 1565

D. 1566

Q.

Jizyah Tax Was A Per Capita Yearly Tax Historically 

Implied On Non-muslim Subjects, Called The “Dhimma” 

Exempting Women, Children, Elders, Handicapped, Ill, 

The Insane, Monks, Hermits Etc.
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