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US Wants India To Use Its 'Special Partnership' With Russia 

• The United States wants India to use its "special partnership" with Russia to put 

"pressure" on Moscow to stop the ongoing conflict in Ukraine and work for a 

durable peace in the region, US State Department spokesperson, Margaret 

MacLeod said. 

• The US official also reiterated Prime Minister Narendra Modi's famous quote 

"This is not an era of war" which the PM had told Russian President Vladimir 

Putin during the SCO Summit in Bali in 2022. 

• "At this NATO Summit, we are celebrating 75 years of peace, unity, 

development and innovation, and will discuss on the preparations for the next 

75 years," the US official said. 

• Mr Modi, during his meeting with Mr Putin, stressed no solution - to the 

violence - could be found on the battlefield. "India has always called for 

respecting the United Nations Charter, including territorial integrity and 

sovereignty. There is no solution on the battlefield. Dialogue and diplomacy is 

the way forward," Mr Modi is believed to have said. 
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12th Joint Defence Cooperation Committee Meeting  

• The 12th edition of the Joint Defence Cooperation Committee (JDCC) meeting 

between India and UAE was held in Abu Dhabi on July 09, 2024. During the 

meeting, the two sides discussed a wide range of opportunities for collaboration 

to further strengthen defence and security cooperation between the two 

countries. 

• Detailed discussions were held in areas such as training, joint military exercises, 

defence industrial cooperation, subject matter expert exchange, R&D etc. 

• The India-UAE JDCC was established in 2006. Since then, 11 rounds have been 

held. The 12th meeting provided an opportunity to further augment India’s 

defence and security relations with the UAE, strengthening the Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership between the two countries. 

 

Army Troops Fire At Pakistani Drone Along LoC in J-K’s 

Poonch 

• Army troops fired a few rounds to shoot down a Pakistani drone along the Line 

of Control in the Krishna Ghati sector of Poonch district in Jammu and Kashmir, 

officials said on Tuesday. 

• The drone, however, returned to Pakistan after briefly hovering over the Indian 

territory late Monday night, they said. 
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• Indian troops, guarding the LoC, picked up the movement of a Pakistani drone at 

a height of over 1,000 metres at around 9.15 pm and fired five rounds within the 

next 10 minutes to bring it down but it managed to return, they said. 

• The Jammu and Kashmir Police has announced a cash reward of Rs 3 lakh to 

anyone giving information about drones flown from across the border to drop 

weapons and narcotics, leading to the recovery of the material. 

 

'Exercise Pitch Black' in Australia  

• The India Air Force said its Su-30 MKI fighter jets are set to take part in a 

biennial multinational aerial warfare exercise in Australia starting later this 

month that will be its largest edition with participation from 20 countries across 

the globe. India will be part of 'Exercise Pitch Black 24' which will take place 

from July 12 to August 2. 

• "Exercise Pitch Black 24 will be the largest in the exercise's 43-year history. It will 

bring together 20 participating nations and over 140 aircraft from around the 

world, with approximately 4,435 personnel participating," according to the 

website of the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF). 

• This year's exercise will be conducted primarily from RAAF Base Darwin and 

RAAF Base Tindal in the Northern Territory; with additional aircraft operating 

from RAAF Base Amberley, located near Ipswich in Queensland, according to the 

RAAF's website. 
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NATO Allies Commit To Sending Dozens Of Air-Defence 

Systems To Ukraine 
• Washington: The US and an array of other NATO allies will send Ukraine dozens 

of air-defence systems in the coming months, including at least four of the 

powerful Patriot systems that Kyiv has been desperately seeking to help fight off 

Russian advances in the war, according to a new joint agreement. President Joe 

Biden announced the broader commitment when he spoke on Tuesday at the 

opening of the NATO summit in Washington. 

• According to the statement, the US, Germany and Romania will send Ukraine 

additional Patriot batteries, while the Netherlands and others will provide 

Patriot components to make up one more battery. Italy will provide a SAMP-T 

air-defence system. 

• Other allies, including Canada, Norway, Spain and the United Kingdom, will 

provide a number of other systems that will help Ukraine expand its coverage. 

Those systems include NASAMS, HAWKs, IRIS T-SLM, IRIS T-SLS and Gepards. 

And other nations have agreed to provide munitions for those systems. 

• The Patriot systems, he said, would help prevent Russian aircraft from flying 

close enough to drop the glide bombs on civilians and critical infrastructure. He 

said Russia had been firing 3,000 bombs into his country each month. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 

1. Exercise Pitch Black Is Hosted By 
A. Qatar 
B. Oman 
C. UAE 
D. Australia 

ANSWER: D 
 

2. Which areas of collaboration are mentioned in the MoU b/w IIT Gandhinagar 
and Adani Defence and Aerospace?  

A. Healthcare technologies 
B. Renewable energy 
C. Defence applications with AI, ML, and LLMs 
D. Agriculture advancements 

ANSWER: C 
 

3. Mundra Port Is In  
A. M.H 
B. Gujrat 
C. Kerala 
D. T.N 

ANSWER: B 
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4. What is the purpose of India signing a 10-year contract with Iran regarding 
Chabahar port?                  

A. To operate a new airport in Iran 
B. To establish a new military base 
C. To expand trade with Central Asia 
D. To conduct joint naval exercises 

ANSWER: C 

 
5. What does SCO stand for?                              
A. Shanghai Cooperative Organization 
B. Shanghai Coordination Organization 
C. Shanghai Collaboration Organization 
D. Shanghai Coalition Organization 

ANSWER: A 

 
6. Which country is not a founding member of the SCO?                                                                               
A. Russia 
B. China 
C. India 
D. Kazakhstan 

ANSWER: C 
 

7. The Douglas C-47 Skytrain or Dakota Is A                               
A. UAV 
B. Military Transport Aircraft  
C. Fighter Aircraft 
D. None 

ANSWER: B 
 

8. Defence Industrial Corridor (DICs) Is/Are Located In  
A. UP 
B. T.N 
C. M.H 
D. Both A & B 

ANSWER: D 
9. Solomon Islands Is Located On                             
A. Indian Ocean 
B. Pacific Ocean 
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C. Arctic Ocean 
D. None of the above 

ANSWER: B 
 

10.  Saab AB Is An Aerospace Company of                                                   
A. USA 
B. Sweden 
C. France 
D. China 

ANSWER: B 
 

11.  C-130J Super Hercules Is A                                                                            
A. Destroyer 
B. OPV 
C. Submarine 
D. Transport Aircraft 

ANSWER: D 
 

12. “Secure Application for Internet (SAI)” Has Been Developed By             

A. IAF 

B. Indian Army 

C. ICG 

D. NSG 

ANSWER: B 
 

13. Joint Exercises B/w The India And Nepal Is Called:                                                                
A. Surya Kiran 
B. SLINEX 
C. Indra 
D. Yudha Abhyas 

ANSWER: A 
 

14.  Hq Of Mazagaon Dockyard Limited Is In                                              
A. New Delhi 
B. Mumbai 
C. Chennai 
D. Kolkata 

ANSWER: B 
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15.  “Battle Ready for 21st Century" Book Is Written By                 
A. Shashi Tharoor 
B. Geetanjali Shree’s 
C. Richa Mishra 
D. Lt Gen AK Singh and Brig. Narendra Kumar 

ANSWER: D 
 

16.  Where Is The Hq Of The Eastern Command of The Indian Navy?                                                                                             
A. Kochi 
B. Vishakhapatnam 
C. Pune 
D. Mumbai 

ANSWER: B 
 

17.  Joint Exercises B/w The India And USA Is Called:                                                  
A. Surya Kiran 
B. Vajra Prahar 
C. Yudha Abhyas 
D. Both B & C 
     ANSWER: D 

 
18.   In IAF Flights are sub-divisions of squadrons, commanded by a__.                                                        
A. Squadron Leader 
B. Flying Officer 
C. Air Marshal 
D. None of the above 

ANSWER: A 
 

19.  DRDO Lakshya Is A                                                                 
A. Fighter Jet 
B. Ship 
C. Tank 
D. UAV 

ANSWER: D 
 

20.  Exercise Samudra Shakti Conducted B/w Indonesia &       
A. India 
B. Nepal 
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C. Bangladesh 
D. Bhutan 

ANSWER: A 
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