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Indo Pacific Economic Framework

India has been elected as Vice Chair of the Supply Chain Council. The Ministry
of Commerce and Industry termed it a significant milestone for the country.
The Ministry said that India and 13 other Indo-Pacific Economic Framework
(IPEF) partners have established three supply chain bodies under the landmark
Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity Agreement relating to supply
chain resilience.

Ministry said that the USA has been elected as Chair of the Supply Chain
Council. It added that Korea was elected as Chair and Japan as Vice Chair of the
Crisis Response Network, while for the Labour Rights Advisory Board, the USA is
Chair and Vice Chair is from Fiji.

Ministry said that through the inaugural meetings, 14 IPEF partners reaffirmed
their commitments and collective resolve to facilitate closer cooperation to
strengthen the resilience and competitiveness of critical supply chains. During
the meetings, each of the three supply chain bodies elected a Chair and Vice
Chair, who will serve for a term of two years.
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e Supply Chain Resilience is a pillar out of four pillars under the IPEF framework.
IPEF aims to establish “high-standard commitments” in four pillars:

(1) Connected Economy (selected trade issues)
(2) Resilient Economy (supply chains)
(3) Clean Economy (clean energy, decarbonization, infrastructure)
(4) Fair Economy (tax, anti-corruption issues).

e |PEF was launched in May 2022 in Tokyo, Japan, comprising 14 countries. 14
IPEF partners — Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Japan,
Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, the
United States, and Viet Nam .

e The IPEF seeks to strengthen economic engagement and cooperation among
partner countries to advance growth, economic stability, and prosperity in the
region. India signed a supply chain resilience agreement in November 2023. The
agreement was ratified in February this year and has been in force since then.

‘India@100’

e Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal today launched the
book titled ‘India@100: Envisioning Tomorrow’s Economic Powerhouse’
authored by Prof. K V Subramanian in New Delhi.

e Addressing the launch event, Mr Goyal said that India can achieve the target of
Viksit Bharat with the collective efforts of 1.4 billion citizens.

e He has expressed confidence that India will become a developed nation by 2047
in all sectors, including infrastructure, employment generation, tourism,
manufacturing, shipping, and technology.
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UNESCO's 46" World Heritage Committee Session

UNESCO’s 46th World Heritage Committee Session to inscribe global landmarks
on the World Heritage List concluded in New Delhi. This year, India not only
hosted the annual committee but also chaired it. UNESCO inscribed 24 new
landmark sites and two major boundary modifications into its World Heritage
List. India’s very own Moidams of Assam.

Beijing Central Axis, China

Brancusi Monumental Ensemble of Targu Jiu, Romania
Cultural Landscape of Kenozero Lake, Russia

Frontiers of the Roman Empire, Romania
Hegmataneh, Iran

Nelson Mandela Legacy sites, South Africa

Melka Kunture and Balchit, Ethiopia

Moidams, India

Phu Phrabat Bat Historical Park, Thailand
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Royal Court of Tiébélé, Burkina Faso

Sado Island Gold Mines, Japan

Saint Hilarion Monastery / Tell Umm Amer, Palestine

Schwerin Residence Ensemble, Germany

Archaeological Heritage of Niah National Park’s Caves Complex, Malaysia
Cultural Landscape of Al-Faw Archaeological Area, Saudi Arabia
Pleistocene Occupation Sites, South Africa

Historic Town and Archeological Site of Gedi, Kenya

Umm Al-Jimal, Jordan

Via Appia, Italy

Badain Jaran Desert, China

Lencdis Maranhenses National Park, Brazil

The Flow Country, UK

Vjetrenica Cave, Ravno, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Te Henua Enata, The Marquesas Islands, France

Preeti Sudan

Former Union Health Secretary and 1983-batch IAS officer Preeti Sudan has
been appointed as the Chairperson of the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC). President Droupadi Murmu has approved the appointment of Ms.
Sudan. She will take charge on 1st August. Ms Sudan will succeed Dr. Manoj
Soni, who resigned earlier this month before the end of his tenure.
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Viethamese PM Pham Minh Chinh

Prime Minister of Vietham, Pham Minh Chinh has arrived in New Delhi for a
three-day state visit to India. He is accompanied by a high-level delegation,
including several ministers, deputy ministers, and business leaders.

Extending a warm welcome to the visiting dignitary, Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal posted on X that Union Minister of State for
External Affairs Pabitra Margherita received him at the airport.

Mr Jaiswal highlighted India’s deep civilizational ties and longstanding
friendship with Vietnam adding that Prime Minister Chinh’s visit will further
strengthen the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the two
countries.

Prime Minister Chinh is scheduled to hold bilateral discussions with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who will host a luncheon in his honour. Prime Minister
Chinh will also meet President Droupadi Murmu and Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar. External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar will also call on the visiting
Prime Minister.

India and Vietnam’s long-standing historical and civilizational ties were
elevated to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to Vietnam in 2016.

The Ministry emphasized that India views Vietnam as a key pillar of its Act East
Policy and an important partner in its Indo-Pacific vision.
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56" International Chemistry Olympiad

e |n the 56th International Chemistry Olympiad, the Indian team won one Gold,
two Silver and one Bronze medal.

e The Competition was held in Riyadh city of Saudi Arabia.

e Devesh Bhaiyya from the Jalgaon district of Maharashtra won gold while
Mumbai’s Avanish Bansal and Hyderabad’s Harshin Posina grabbed silver
medals. Kashyap Khandelwal from Mumbai brought a bronze medal.

e Prof. Gulshanara Shaikh and Dr. Shraddha Tiwari were the guides of the Indian
team. 327 students from 94 countries participated in the 56th International
Chemistry Olympiad.

UN Listed Terrorist Groups

e Quad Foreign Ministers have warned of terrorists using new technology and
demanded international action against UN-listed terrorist groups including
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), as well as Al-Qa’ida and the
Islamic State outfit.

¢ In ajoint statement after their meeting in Tokyo, the Quad ministers said that
they are committed to working with international and regional partners to
forestall threats posed by the use of new and emerging technologies for
terrorist purposes.
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e External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken,
and Foreign Ministers Penny Wong of Australia and Yoko Kamikawa of Japan
reiterated the call for concerted action against all UN-listed terrorist groups.

e Recalling the 26/11 Mumbai and the 2016 Pathankot terrorist attacks, they
called for bringing the perpetrators of these attacks to justice without delay.

BTSNl SR

NATS Portal 2.0
¢ Union Minister for Education Dharmendra Pradhan launched the National
Apprenticeship and Training Scheme 2.0 Portal and disbursed 100 crore rupees
stipends to apprentices through the DBT mode in New Delhi.
e These apprentices are undergoing training in various sectors like Information
Technology, manufacturing, and automobile among others.

Bridging the Skill Gap
through

On-the-job Training

Shri Narendra Modi

Hon'ble Prime Minister, Government of India
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This initiative aligns with the Government’s focus on skilling and the
employability of youth.

NATS Portal 2.0 is a significant effort to democratise apprenticeship, bridge the
skills gap, fulfil youth aspirations and make them future-ready.

Minister highlighted that this year’s budget also lays great emphasis on boosting
skilling and employment.

Minister appealed to all educational institutions and industries to join NATS 2.0
portal.

UGC chairman Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar appreciated the government’s
initiatives. He said that this portal is the need of the hour which will help youth
to support the country’s growth.

Madras-Colombo Regatta

Sri Lanka’s Colombo is set to host the 83rd edition of the prestigious Madras-
Colombo Regatta.

This oldest sporting competition between India and Sri Lanka is the longest-
running continuous regatta between the two countries, celebrating decades of
sportsmanship and camaraderie.

Madras Boat Club and the Colombo Rowing Club participants will showcase
their rowing prowess.

B
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The event will draw a large audience, including dignitaries, sports enthusiasts,
and club members.
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The regatta will feature 12 thrilling events, including eight men’s and four
women’s competitions.

The coveted Deepam Trophy will be awarded to the overall Men’s category
winners, while the Adyar Trophy will go to the Women’s champions.

The highlight of the regatta, the Boat Race Trophy will be presented to the
winners of the men’s senior fours. In 2023, The Regatta was hosted at the
Madras Boat Club in Chennai.

Rai
Para swimmer Jiya Rai has become the world’s youngest and fastest female
para swimmer to swim solo across the English Channel successfully.

The 16-year-old covered the 34 km stretch, from Abbots Cliff in England to
Pointe de la Courte-Dune in France, in 17 hours and 25 minutes.

She is an international open water para swimmer with a world record in open
water swimming.

Despite having a disability, she has many inspiring achievements to her credit,
including swimming across Palk Bay earlier.

Jiya Rai is a recipient of many international and national awards including the
prestigious Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMB) — 2022 the highest
award for citizens below 18 years of Age. She has dedicated her exceptional
conquest of the English Channel to raising awareness about autism.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

Which Day Is Observed As ‘International Tiger Day’ Every Year
27 July

28 July

29 July

30 July

ANSWER: C

Which Southeast Asian Country Released A Special Stamp Set That Includes A
Stamp On Lord Rama Of Ayodhya

Laos

Cambodia

Thailand

Singapore

ANSWER: A

Who Became 1% Indian Woman To Win An Olympic Medal In Shooting At Paris
Vedika Sharma

Manu Bhaker

Anjali Bhagwat

Manisha Keer

ANSWER: B

Which Country Secured Their First Women’s Asia Cup Title
China

India

Sri Lanka

Bangladesh

ANSWER: C

Main Objective Of Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme
To Provide Free Healthcare Services

To Strengthen And Maintain A Decentralized Laboratory

To Promote Vaccination Programs

To Conduct Medical Research On Rare Diseases

ANSWER: B
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Main Objective Of The Defence Acquisition Council

To Promote International Defence Cooperation

To Ensure Expeditious Procurement Of The Approved Requirements Of The
Armed Forces

To Oversee Military Training Programs

. To Manage Defence Research And Development

ANSWER: B

Which Indian Became Youngest Para Swimmer To Cross English Channel
Niranjan Mukundan

Rimo Saha

Satyendra Singh

Jiya Rai

ANSWER: D

Which Union Minister Received The “Lifetime Achievement Award” For His
Contributions In Diabetology

Annpurna Devi

Jagat Prakash

Jitendra Singh

Nirantar Kumar Singh

ANSWER: C

Which Department Launched ‘One DAE One Subscription’
Department Of Commerce

Department Of Atomic Energy

Department Of Education

Department Of Defense

ANSWER: B

. Which Ministry Recently Launched The ‘IdeasA4LiFE Initiative’

Ministry of Urban Development

Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Ministry of Defence

ANSWER: C
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11. Which Organization Conducted The Flight Experiment Of An Ai -Breathing
Propulsion System

NASA

ISRO

ESA

JAXA

ANSWER: B
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12. Who Honoured With Customised Gold Coins By The Grevin Museum In Paris
A. Amitabh Bachchan
B. Aishwarya Rai
C. Shah Rukh Khan
D. Priyanka Chopra
ANSWER: C

13. Who Was Unanimously Elected As President Of FIDE India Zone
A. Sanjay Kapoor
B. Arkady Dvorkovich
C. Viswanathan Anand
D. Bharat Singh Chauhan
ANSWER: A

14. Which Organization Partnered With Drone Destination To Launch A Drone
Training Centre

Indian Space Research Organisation

Bharat Electronics Limited

National Small Industries Corporation

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited

ANSWER: C
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15. In Which Year Was The Ministry Of Earth Sciences Established
A. 2010

B. 2012

C. 2008

D. 2006
ANSWER: D
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16. Which Country’s Sado Gold Mine Was Registered As A UNESCO World
Heritage Site

A. South Korea

B. China

C. Japan

D. France
ANSWER: C

17. Who Has Taken Charge As The CMD Of SIDBI
A. Manoj Mittal
B. Rajesh Kumar
C. Anil Sharma
D. Vivek Gupta
ANSWER: A

18. On Which Date Is Dr APJ Abdul Kalam's 9th Death Anniversary
Commemorated In 2024

July 26

July 28

July 27

July 25

ANSWER: C
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19. In Which City Did S. Jaishankar Unveil A Bust Of Mahatma Gandhi
A. New Delhi

B. London

C. Tokyo

D. Paris

ANSWER: C

20. Which Among Following Is Most Famous Bronze Image Of Chola Period
A. Murugan
B. Nataraja
C. Venkateshwar
D. Vishnu
ANSWER: B
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