




Agriculture In India

Agriculture Is The Primary Source OfLivelihood For About 58% Of LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 

Population. A Wide Range Of Crops Can Be Grown In India As The Land Is 

Supported By Element Essential For Crop Growth Such As Relief, Soil, 

Climate, Abundant Sunshine And Long Growing Seasons.







Agriculture In India

A Wide Range Of Crops Can Be Grown In India As The Land Is Supported By 

Element Essential For Crop Growth Such As Relief, Soil, Climate, Abundant 

Sunshine And Long Growing Seasons. India Has One Of The Largest Plain 

Areas Of The World-the Indo Gangetic Plain Which Is Immensely Fertile.



Agriculture In India

Factors Like Availability Of Irrigation, Use Of Machinery, Modern 

Agricultural Inputs Like High Yielding Varieties (HYV) Of Seeds, Insecticides, 

And Pesticides Have Played Their Important Roles In The Evolution Of 

Different Farming Practices In The Indian Agriculture Sector.



Subsistence Farming

The Majority Of Indian Farmers Practice This Farming For Their Livelihood. 

The Entire Production Is Largely Consumed By The Farmers &Their Families

& They Do Not Have Any Surplus To Sell In The Market. Landholdings Are 

Small And Fragmented, Cultivation Techniques Are Primitive & Simple.



Subsistence Farming

There Is A Lack Of Modern Equipment Like TractorsAnd Farm Inputs Like 

Chemical Fertilizers, Insecticides, And Pesticides. In This Farming, Farmers 

Mostly Cultivate CerealsAlong With Oilseeds, Pulses, Vegetables, And 

Sugarcane.



Subsistence Farming Is Classified Into 2 Types 

Primitive Farming

Intensive Farming



Primitive Agriculture

It Is Practised On Patches Of Land With The Help Of Primitive Tools Like 

Simple Digging Tools & Community Or Family Labour. It Is Monsoon 

Depended Along With The Fertility Of The Soil& Other Environmental 

Conditions. Examples: Shifting Agriculture & Nomadic Herding.



Shifting Agriculture

Shifting Agriculture Is Practised In Thickly Forested Regions Like The Amazon 

Basin, Tropical Africa, Parts Of Southeast Asia, And Northeast India. These 

Areas Receive Heavy Rainfall Hence The Vegetation Regenerates Quickly.





Shifting Agriculture

A Plot Of Land Is ClearedBy Cutting Of Trees And Burning Them. The Ashes 

Are Then Mixed With The Soil & CropsLike Maize, Yam, Potatoes, And 

CassavaAre Grown. The Land Is AbandonedOnce Fertility Is Reduced.



Nomadic Herding

Herdsmen Move From Place To Place With Their AnimalsFor Fodder And 

Water, Along Defined Routes And Such Movement Arises Due To Seasonal 

Changes. It Is Practised In The Semi-arid And Arid Regions Of Sahara, Central 

Asia, And Some Parts Of IndiaLike Rajasthan, Jammu And Kashmir. 





Intensive Farming

It Is Done On Small Lands With Simple Tools And More Labour. The Produce Is 

Enough For Local Consumption And To Be Sold Outside. The Sunny Climate & 

Fertile Soil For Most Of The Year Permit The Cultivation Of More Than One Crop 

Annually On The Same Plot. E.g Rice, Wheat, Maize, Pulses & Oilseeds



Commercial Farming

It Is Just The Opposite Of Subsistence Farming As Most Of The Produce Is Sold 

In The Market For Earning Money. In This System, FarmersUse Inputs Like 

Irrigation, Chemical Fertilizers, Insecticides, Pesticides, High Yielding Varieties 

Of Seeds, Etc.





Commercial Farming

Major Commercial Crops Grown In Different Parts Of India AreCotton, Jute, 

Sugarcane, Groundnut, Etc. Rice Farming In Harayana Is Mainly For 

Commercial PurposesAs People Of This Area Are Predominantly Wheat Eaters. 

In EastAnd North-eastern States, Rice Cultivation Would Be Subsistence Type.



Plantation Farming

This Type Of Agriculture Involves The Growing And ProcessingOf A Single Cash 

CropPurely Meant For Sale. Tea, Coffee, Rubber, Banana, And Spices Are All 

Examples Of Plantation Crops. Most Of These Crops Were Introduced In India By 

The Britishers In The 19th Century.



Mixed Farming

When Both Raising Crops And Rearing Animals Are Carried On Simultaneously 

It Is Called Mixed Farming. FarmersEngaged In Mixed FarmingHave 

Economical Advantages As Well. All Classifications Are Based On The Nature 

And Purpose Of Farming Hence They May Overlap In Some Cases. 





Types Of Crops 

Rice: It Is A Kharif Crop That Requires High Temperatures (Above 25°C)& High 

Humidity. It Requires An Annual Rainfall Above 100Cm. In Areas With Less 

Rainfall, It Grows With The Help Of Irrigation. Rice Is Grown In The Plains Of 

North And North-eastern India, Coastal Areas &The Deltaic Regions.





Types Of Crops 

Wheat: It Is A Rabi Crop. Rainfall:50-75 Cms Annual Rainfall. Temperature: 14-

18 Degrees Celsius. It Requires Cool Growing Season & Bright Sunshine At The 

Time Of Ripening. Both The Fertile Alluvial And The Mixed Soil Are Ideal For The 

Cultivation Of Wheat.





Types Of Crops 

Millets: Millets (Jowar, Bajra & Ragi) Are A Group Of Highly Variable Small-

seeded Grasses (Coarse Grains), Known For Its High Nutrition Value.

Jowar (Sorghum) Bajra (Pearl Millet) Ragi (Finger Millet)

It Is A Rainfed Crop Grown In Dry Regions

It Is 3rd Most ImportantCrop 
Regarding Area & Production

Grown Well On SandyOr 
Shallow Black Soils

Grown Well On Red, Black, 
Sandy, Loamy& Shallow 
Black Soils

Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh & MP

Rajasthan,UP, Maharashtra, 
Haryana & Gujarat

Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, Jharkhand, 
Arunachal Pradesh





Types Of Crops 

Maize: It Is A Kharif Crop. Soil:OldAlluvial Soil. Temperature: 21 - 27 Degrees 

Celsius. Karnataka, MP, UP, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh & Telangana. It is used for 

Food & Fodder.



Types Of Crops 

Pulses: India Is The Largest Producer And Consumer Of Pulses. Tur (Arhar), 

Urad, Moong, Masur, Peas & Gram. MP, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, UP & 

Karnataka. 



Challenges For Indian Agriculture

Soil Exhaustion:Green Revolution Has Played A Positive Role In Reducing 

Hunger In IndiaBut Has Negative Consequences Also. One Of Which IsSoil 

ExhaustionWhich Means The Loss Of Nutrients In The Soil From Farming The 

Same Crop Over And Over Again.



Challenges For Indian Agriculture

Ground Water Depletion:The Depletion Of Fresh Groundwater. Most Of The 

Irrigation In Dry Areas Of Punjab, Haryana, And Western Uttar Pradesh Was 

Carried Out By Excessive Use Of Groundwater. Today Fresh Groundwater 

Situation In These States Is Alarming.



Challenges For Indian Agriculture

Global Climatic Change:It Has Been Predicted That /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΩǎ LƳǇŀŎǘ 

On Indian Agriculture Would Be Immense. It Is Predicted That Due To Climate 

Change, The Temperature Would Increase, Leading To An Increase In Sea Level, 

More Intense Cyclones, Unpredictable Rainfall, Etc.



Challenges For Indian Agriculture

These Changes Would Adversely Affect The Production Of Rice And Wheat. A 

Rise In Temperature In Winter Would Affect The Production Of Wheat In North 

India. Production Of Rice Would Be Affected In Coastal Areas Of India Due To 

The Ingress Of Saline WaterAnd An Increase In TheFrequency Of Cyclones.



Challenges For Indian Agriculture

Providing Food Security:Before The Introduction Of The Green Revolution In 

India, We Were Not Self-sufficient In Terms Of Our Food Grain Production. 

Agriculture Is Not Growing With The Increasing Population And To Ensure Food 

Security Factors Like Accessibility, Affordability As Well Nutritional Value.



Challenges For Indian Agriculture

Impact Of Globalisation: All Developing Countries Have Been Affected By 

Globalization. The Most Evident Effect Is The wŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ Lƴ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ LƴŎƻƳŜ 

And The Threat To The Viability Of Cultivation In India. This Is Due To The 

Rising Input Costs And Falling Output Prices.   


