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BEML, STX Engine Tie Up For Defence And Marine Solutions 

• Defence PSU BEML Limited on Tuesday said it has signed a strategic partnership 

with South Korea-based firm STX Engine to co-develop, manufacture and market 

Battle Tank engines, marine engines, spares, and engine aggregates. 

• The agreement also includes servicing and maintenance of engine components 

to cater to Indian defence needs while exploring export opportunities to friendly 

nations, the Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) said. 

• A MoU was exchanged between Shantanu Roy, CMD, BEML Limited, and Sangsu 

Lee, President & CEO, STX Engine, in the presence of senior officials from both 

organizations at Aero India 2025. 

• BEML has a rich legacy of innovation and technological leadership across 

defence mobility solutions, missile systems, metro and rail components, mining 

equipment and modernisation programs. 
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Maoist-hit Districts Down to 38 from 126 in 6 years 

• Over 4,000 km of roads have been constructed in Left Wing Extremist (LWE) 

affected areas and more than 1,300 telecom towers commissioned to improve 

connectivity, Minister of State (MoS), Home, Nityanand Rai stated in a written 

reply before the Lok Sabha. 

• Under the 'National Policy and Action Plan 2015', there has been a progressive 

decline in the number of districts affected by LWE. In the past six years, the 

number of LWE-affected districts has reduced from 126 to 90 in April 2018, and 

further to 70 in July 2021 and then to 38 in April 2024. 

• On the violence perpetrated by LWE, Rai noted that the same has been reduced 

by 81% in 2024 to 374 in comparison to 1,936 in 2010. 

• Similarly, casualties involving civilians and security forces have reduced by 85% 

during the same period from 1,005 in 2010 to 150 in 2024. 

• Laying out a five-year progress report after 2019-20, Rai said under the Security 

Related Expenditure (SRE) Scheme, Rs 1,925.83 crore has been released to all 

LWE-affected states during the past five years from 2019-20 till date. 

 

Captain Among 2 Soldiers Killed in 'IED' blast 

• Two army personnel were killed and another injured in a suspected improvised 

explosive device blast in Akhnoor sector of Jammu and Kashmir on Tuesday, said 
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officials. Those killed were identified as Captain KS Bakshi and Naik Mukesh, 

they said. 

• This was the third incident of cross-border action by terrorists in the Jammu 

region in four days.  

• On Monday, a soldier was hit by a bullet from across the border while manning 

a forward post in the Kalal area of the Nowshera sector in Rajouri district, while 

on February 8, an Army patrol came under terrorist fire from a forest across the 

LoC in Rajouri's Keri sector. 

 

UAE Proposes Sudan Ceasefire; Army Rejects The Call 

• The United Arab Emirates called on Tuesday for a ceasefire in Sudan during the 

coming holy month of Ramadan, a UAE official said, a call rejected by the 

Sudanese army, as the country's civil war approaches the two-year mark. 

• The army considers the UAE to be an aggressor of the war, accusing it of arming 

the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces, accusations UN experts and US 

lawmakers have said are credible. The UAE denies these charges. 

• The war in Sudan has created the world's largest humanitarian catastrophe, with 

more than 12 million people displaced, half the population hungry, and 

increasing fragmentation of the impoverished country. 

• The RSF is currently engaged in an assault on the city of al-Fashir, the army's last 

remaining stronghold in the Darfur region, as it loses ground to the army in the 

capital Khartoum. 
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Thales, Bharat Dynamics to provide first Supply of 

MANPADS  
• Thales and Bharat Dynamics Limited announced on Tuesday at Aero India 2025 

here that they will soon provide the first supply of Laser Beam Riding MANPAD 

(LBRM) Very Short-Range Air Defence missiles and launchers to the Ministry of 

Defence.  

• Earlier in 2021, a partnership agreement was signed between Thales and BDL to 

collaborate on the LBRM project with the support of the Indian and UK 

governments, stated a press release issued by Thales on Tuesday. 

• According to the press note, LBRM, manufactured with up to 60 percent 

indigenous content in India, are short-range, man-portable air defence systems 

optimised to counter air threats, including fixed-wing Fighter Ground Attack 

aircraft, late-unmasking Attack Helicopters, and drones. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 

1. Under the 'National Policy and Action Plan 2015', how many LWE-affected 
districts remained in April 2024?  

A. 90 
B. 70 
C. 50 
D. 38 

ANSWER: D 
 

2. Which Indian defence PSU has partnered with South Korea-based STX Engine 
to develop battle tank and marine engines?  

A. Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) 
B. Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) 
C. Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) 
D. BEML Limited 

ANSWER: D 
 

3. At which event was the MoU between BEML Limited and STX Engine signed?  
A. DefExpo 2024 
B. Singapore Airshow 2025 
C. Aero India 2025 
D. Paris Air Show 2025 

ANSWER: C 
 

4. Which companies are collaborating to supply Laser Beam Riding MANPAD 
(LBRM) Very Short-Range Air Defence missiles to the MoD?                

A. Thales and Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) 
B. DRDO and Lockheed Martin 
C. HAL and Dassault Aviation 
D. BEL and Raytheon 

ANSWER: A 

 

5. Kavaratti Island Is In 
A. Mumbai 
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B. Sri Lanka 
C. Lakshadweep 
D. None 

ANSWER: C 
 

6. The Motto Of AMC, “सरे्व सनु्त निरामया:” Which Is Derived From The   
A. Brihadaranyaka Upanishad  
B. Mundak Upanishad 
C. Taittiriya Upanishad 
D. Katha Upanishad 

ANSWER: A 
 

7. KHARDUNG LA Is Located At          
A. Leh 
B. Shimla 
C. Dharmshala 
D. J&K 

ANSWER: A 
 

8. Minuteman III Is A   
A. ICBM 
B. SRBM 
C. SLBM 
D. MRBM 

ANSWER: A 
 

9. Op Sankalp Was Initiated And Implemented By The                             
A. IAF 
B. BSF 
C. Indian Navy 
D. ICG 

ANSWER: C 
 
 

10.  Which Of The Following Is The Oldest CAPF?      
A. CRPF 
B. BSF 
C. Assam Rifles 
D. BSF 
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     ANSWER: C 
 

11.  Prahaar Missile Manufactured By          
A. MDL 
B. BDL 
C. CSL 
D. DRDO 

ANSWER: B 
 

12. What Is The Name Given To India's First-ever Satellite And Nuclear-missile 
Tracking Ship?             

A. INS Tez 
B. INS Parvat 
C. INS Eklavya 
D. INS Dhruv 

ANSWER: D 
 

13.  INS Kochi Is A               
A. Destroyer 
B. OPV 
C. Submarine 
D. Tank 

ANSWER: A 
 

14. IBSAMAR Trilateral Naval Exercise Held Between India, Brazil And___?     
A. North Korea 
B. Switzerland 
C. Singapore 
D. South Africa 

ANSWER: D 
 

15. The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) motto is  
A. Always be there 
B. Service for Nation 
C. 24*7 
D. Disaster Service Forever 

ANSWER: D 
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16.  Which Honorary Rank Does Sachin Tendulkar Hold?           
A. Lieutenant Colonel 
B. Lieutenant 
C. Major 
D. Group Captain 

ANSWER: D 

 
17.  The Port Duqm Is In   
A. Yemen 
B. Iran 
C. Iraq 
D. Oman 

ANSWER: D 

 
18.  Regimental Centre Of THE BRIGADE OF THE   
A. Kamptee, Maharashtra 
B. Ahmednagar, Maharashtra 
C. Delhi Cantonment 
D. Fatehgarh, Uttar Pradesh 

ANSWER: A 

 
19.  Lamitye Exercise Held B/W India And___?         
A. Thailand 
B. USA 
C. Qatar 
D. Seychelles 

ANSWER: D 
 

20. War Cry of THE MAHAR REGIMENT                  
A. Bharat Mata ki Jai 
B. Bolo Hindustan Ki Jay 
C. Jai Hind 
D. Durga Mata Ki Jai 

ANSWER: B 
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