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Daily Current Affairs
19 April 2025

‘Sanskriti Ka Paanchva Adhyay’

e A book titled Sanskriti Ka Paanchva Adhyay, which is a compilation of speeches

delivered by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on various occasions, was launched
in New Delhi.
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a special compilation of
PM Mocli's thoughts & speeches on
Indian culture, heritage, & traditions
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Samvet Auditorium, IGNCA New Delhi

Come, be part of the celebration of India's rich culture!

e The head of the Juna Akhara, Acharya Mahamandaleshwar Swami
Avdheshanand Giri, launched the book. Presiding over the event, Deputy
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, Harivansh, lauded Prime Minister Modi’s efforts in
preserving the country’s culture, traditions, spiritual values, and cultural
heritage.

e Recalling key excerpts from the Prime Minister’s speeches, he noted that the
book serves as a curated collection that reflects Mr. Modi’s commitment to
cultural preservation and his vision for upholding India’s timeless traditions.
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World Heritage Day

e World Heritage Day, also known as the International Day for Monuments and
Sites (IDMS), is observed every year on 18 April to promote awareness about
the diversity of cultural heritage, the vulnerability of monuments and sites, and
the efforts required to preserve them.
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Heritage under Threat from Disasters and Conflicts:
Preparedness and Learning from 60 years of ICOMOS Actions

e Theme 2025 - Heritage under Threat from Disasters and Conflicts:
Preparedness and Learning from 60 Years of ICOMOS Actions

e |t was proposed by the International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS) in 1982, and later approved by UNESCO in 1983. The day encourages
local communities and governments to recognize the importance of preserving
historical sites and celebrating the rich heritage of civilizations around the
world.
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AlIMS Delhi Ranks 97th

¢ All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AlIMS) in New Delhi has been ranked the
97th best hospital in the world by Newsweek and Statista in their ‘World’s Best
Hospitals 2025’ report.
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e This is a major improvement for the institute that was ranked 122nd in the
same report in 2023, moving up nine spots to 113th rank in 2024, and now
another 16 spots to the 97th rank.

e The annual ranking, now in its sixth year, evaluated over 2,400 hospitals across
30 countries, measuring performance through patient satisfaction, clinical
outcomes, hygiene standards, and peer recommendations from thousands of
medical professionals.

e Aside from AIIMS, two other Indian hospitals made the top 250 list. Two other
institutions — Medanta — The Medicity in Gurgaon and Postgraduate Institute
of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER) in Chandigarh — also featured
prominently, ranked 146th (ranked 166th in 2024) and 228th (ranked 246th in
2024), respectively.
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e Topping the 2024 list are the Mayo Clinic and Cleveland Clinic in the United
States, followed by Toronto General in Canada and Johns Hopkins Hospital,
while Sweden’s Karolinska University Hospital rounded out the top five.

= - ~T
1 & ~|
~d
N N~
N ~ g
<l ~
i B ™
s
= N
\ N~
~
B | ~
Y
PSS
~ \ |
! N
B ! =
!
~ T g
B ‘ :: B\ 2 o . = =~ Al
- f U IS J L
= == I 25l
== =i 123 | <l B st
| ) F o ‘ \1 \J | T
h T " £ ) I ﬂ L L,-; I LR

‘Building Together A Clean Sport Ecosystem’

¢ National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) India successfully organised a conference
on “Building Together a Clean Sport Ecosystem” at the India International
Centre (IIC), New Delhi.

e The event, held as part of Play True Week 2025, brought together a wide
spectrum of stakeholders committed to fostering a clean, fair, and values-based
sporting environment in India.
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“Building Together
a Clean
Sport Ecosystem”

16" April, 2025

“lndla is one of the prominent
countries which has bid for Summer
Olympic 2036. Anti-Doping would be
one of the biggest pillars of this
movement. , ,

Smt. Sujata Chaturvedi

Secretary (Sports), Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports,
Government of India

e One of the key moments of the inaugural session was the unveiling of “NADA
India’s Fair Play Guide” in ten different regional languages, aimed at making
clean sport education more accessible to athletes and stakeholders across the

nation. Participants also engaged in a pledge signing ceremony to reaffirm their
commitment to fair play and doping-free sport.

Gita And Natyashastra

e The manuscripts of the Bhagavad Gita and Bharat Muni’s Natyashastra were
added to UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register. An international initiative
by UNESCO to preserve humanity’s valuable documentary heritage and
safeguard it against neglect, decay, and destruction.
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UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register Established In: 1992.

Objective: To protect archival holdings, manuscripts, rare collections, and
promote broader accessibility and awareness.

Criteria for Inclusion: Outstanding universal value, Historical, cultural, or social
significance, Authenticity, integrity, and rarity of the document.
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With the inclusion of Gita and Natyashastra, India now has 14 entries in the
Memory of the World Register. Other recent entries include Ramcharitmanas,
Panchatantra, and Sahrdayaloka-Locana in the 2024 MOWCAP Regional register.
Name: Bhagavad Gita (The Song of the Lord).

Attributed to: Sage Vyasa.

Features: A 700-verse dialogue between Krishna and Arjuna, expounding
profound spiritual, ethical, and philosophical principles central to Hindu
thought.

Name: Natyashastra (Treatise on Performing Arts).

Author: Bharat Muni.

Features: A foundational text detailing Indian classical dance, drama, music, and
stagecraft; establishes concepts like Rasa (aesthetic flavor) that continue to
influence Indian arts.
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IBCA Signed The Headquarters Agreement

India and the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) signed the Headquarters
Agreement in New Delhi. The Agreement was signed by External Affairs
Secretary (East) P Kumaran and Director General, IBCA, Dr S.P. Yadav.

The Agreement provides for India to be the host for the IBCA Headquarters and
Secretariat. Under the agreement, the government will provide budgetary
support of 150 crore rupees to IBCA for creating a corpus, building
infrastructure, and meeting recurring expenditure for five years.

SIGNING OF
HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA
AND
THE INTERNATIONAL BIG CAT ALLIANCE (IBCA)

171k April . 2025 | New Deolhi
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e The agreement also entails necessary provisions to enable IBCA to meet its
intended objectives, including efficient discharge of its official functions. The
text pertains to visas, privileges, and immunities to be extended to the IBCA
Secretariat and personnel, premises, entry into force, supplementary
agreements, and some general provisions.

e The International Big Cat Alliance was launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in 2023, during an event “Commemorating 50 years of Project Tiger” at
Mysuru. The IBCA primarily aims for the conservation of seven big cats, namely
Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Snow Leopard, Cheetah, Jaguar and Puma.
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U-18 Asian Athletics Championships

¢ India’s Himanshu Jakhar made history by winning the country’s first-ever Asian
U18 Athletics Championships gold in the men’s javelin throw in Dammam, Saudi
Arabia.

e His winning throw of 67.57 meters, though below of his personal best of 74.56
meters, was enough to secure the top position on the podium.
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e Sixteen-year-old Nishchay grabbed his second medal of the meet as he won a
silver with a personal best effort of 19.59 meters in the boys’ shot put event on
the third day of the Asian Under-18 Athletics Championship in Dammam, Saudi
Arabia. His earlier personal best was 18.93 meters, which he achieved last
month.

e With Jakhar’s historic achievement, India concluded its campaign on a high
note, finishing the championship with a total haul of 11 medals — comprising 1
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Gold, 5 Silver, and 5 Bronze. In the men’s high jump, Devak Bhusan won silver
with a 2.03-meter leap, just behind Kuwait’s Mohammad Alduaij, who cleared
2.05m. Aarti added another bronze to her name in the women’s 200m, clocking
22.41 seconds.

India also bagged silver in the men’s medley relay (100m+200m+300m+400m),
with the team of Chiranth P, Sayed Sabeer, Saket Minj, and Kadir Khan finishing
second behind China in 1:52.15. However, the women’s medley relay team
failed to finish due to a baton drop.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

The Conference Organised By NADA India Was Part Of Which International
Observance

International Sports Week

Fair Play Week

World Sports Integrity Week

Play True Week 2025

ANSWER: D

Which Country Did The Indian Pair Of Inder Singh Suruchi And Saurabh
Chaudhary Defeat To Win The Gold Medal

Japan

Russia

China

USA

ANSWER: C
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Which Hospital Topped The ‘World’s Best Hospitals 2025’ List?
Mayo Clinic

Cleveland Clinic

Toronto General

Karolinska University Hospital

ANSWER: A

When Is World Heritage Day (International Day For Monuments And Sites)
Observed Annually

21 March

22 April

18 April

15 May

ANSWER: C

How Many Verses Bhagavad Gita Has
698

699
700
709
ANSWER: C

The Teacher Who First Conducted Gita Jnana Yagna In The Cities Is
Swami Sivananda

Swami Chinmayananda

Swami Dayananda

Swami Parmarthananda

ANSWER: B

Natyashastra Is Written BY
Bharata Muni

Harsha Vardhan

Veda Vyasa

Kalidasa

ANSWER: A
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Who Won The 2025 Breakthrough Prize In Fundamental Physics
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research

Bose Institute’s High-Energy Physics Team

Indian Space Research Organisation

Indian Institute of Science

ANSWER: B

Which Of The Following Countries Became The Second South Asian Nation To
Sign The Artemis Accords, After India

Nepal

Bangladesh

Sri Lanka

Maldives

ANSWER: B

10. Where Was The Defence Literature Festival ‘Kalam & Kavach 2.0’ Held

A.

B.
C.
D.

Hyderabad
Chennai
New Delhi
Bengaluru
ANSWER: C

11. Which State Won The 15th Hockey India Senior Men National Championship

A.
B.
C
D

Trophy 2025
Punjab
Madhya Pradesh

. Uttar Pradesh

Gujarat
ANSWER: A

12. What Is The Main Objective Of The PM Vidyalakshmi Scheme

A.
B.
C.
D.

Provide Financial Support To Meritorious Students For Higher Education
Provide Free Laptops To Students

Promote Digital Learning In Tribal Areas

Offer Skill Development Courses

ANSWER: A
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13. Which Bank Has Become The First In India To Install ATM On A Train In India

A.

B
C.
D

Bank of Baroda

. Bank of Maharashtra

Bank of India

. Central Bank of India

ANSWER: B

14. Silkyara Bend-Barkot Tunnel, Is Located In Which State

A.

B.
C.
D.

Himachal Pradesh
Sikkim
Uttarakhand
Assam

ANSWER: C

15. Which state/UT Has Launched The e- Sehat App To Improve Health Care

o0 wp»

Access In April 2025
Jammu and Kashmir
Arunachal Pradesh
Lakshadweep
Sikkim

ANSWER: A

16. Which Organization Launched The Mascot ‘Veera’ To Promote Its Dairy Brand
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Verka

Amul

Nandini
Milkfed
Mother Dairy
ANSWER: C

17. On Which Date Is Siachen Day Observed To Commemorate Operation
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Meghdoot
April 13
April 23
April 19
April 25
ANSWER: A
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18. Who Was Honoured With The ‘Master Humor Award’ At The 2025 Macau
International Comedy Festival In China

Shah Rukh Khan

Aamir Khan

Salman Khan

Irrfan Khan

ANSWER: B
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19. Who Was Awarded The Verchol Dalit Literary Award 2025 By The Neelam
Cultural Centre

Bama

Meena Kandasamy

Gogu Shyamala

P. Sivakami
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ANSWER: D

20. Vallabhi Era Is Identical With Which Of The Following Era
A. Vikrama era
B. Gupta era
C. Harshaera
D. None of the above
ANSWER: B
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