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INS Magdala Launched at Cochin Shipyard Limited

* The sixth vessel (Named as INS Magdala) in the series of eight Anti-Submarine
Warfare Shallow Water Crafts (ASW SWC) was launched on Saturday at Cochin
Shipyard Limited (CSL), Kochi, the Ministry of Defence said.

* This ship is indigenously designed and built by Cochin Shipyard Limited. Delivery
of the first ship is planned end Oct 2025. ASW SWCs will augment underwater
domain awareness, Anti-Submarine Warfare and Mine Laying capabilities.

* Propelled by three Diesel Engine powered waterjets, these ships are equipped
with role-defining sensors such as a Hull Mounted Sonar and Low Frequency
Variable Depth Sonar (LFVDS), and firepower provided by state-of-the-art
Torpedoes, Anti-Submarine Rockets, NSG-30 Gun and 12.7 mm SRCG.

* With an indigenous content of over 80%, the ship will provide the Indian Navy
significant capabilities to secure our national maritime interests in the Indian
Ocean Region.
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India Developing 200 MW Nuclear Reactors To Power Ships

India is developing 200 MW nuclear power reactors, compact in size that can be
deployed on commercial ships. "Nuclear power is generated by causing nuclear
fission to create heat that leads to electricity production. You can put the
reactor wherever you want, even on a ship," a senior official said here.

He said scientists at the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) are developing
two nuclear power reactors of 55 MW and 200 MW that could be deployed at
captive power plants used by energy-intensive companies such as cement
manufacturers.

Currently, India operates two home-built nuclear submarines -- INS Arihant and
INS Arighaat -- which are powered by 83 MW reactors. A third nuclear-powered
submarine, INS Aridhaman, is undergoing trials.

The government has also announced that it would amend the Atomic Energy Act
(AEA), 1962, to allow the entry of private players in the civil nuclear sector.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has set a target of achieving 100 GW nuclear
power capacity by 2047, from the current 8.8 GW.

Zorawar Light Tank Achieves Astonishing Strike Precision

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has achieved a
major milestone with the successful test-firing of the indigenous NAG MK-2
Anti-Tank Guided Missile (ATGM) from the Zorawar light tank.
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Conducted on 17 October 2025, the test marked a defining moment in India’s
efforts to enhance its light armour capabilities through indigenous innovation
and advanced weapon integration.

The test demonstrated the missile’s outstanding precision, achieving direct hits
on target with remarkable top-attack accuracy. The NAG MK-2, an advanced
evolution of DRDO’s proven Nag missile series, features a fire-and-forget seeker,
superior penetration capability, and an effective engagement envelope
extending from 4 to 10 kilometres.

Weighing under 25 tons, it achieves exceptional mobility at high altitudes,
particularly in Eastern Ladakh, where heavier tanks such as the T-72 and T-90
face limitations.

The platform integrates a John Cockerill 3000-series turret featuring a 105 mm
high-pressure gun with stabilised day-night sights, complemented by the turret-
mounted NAG MK-2 ATGM, creating a balanced mix of direct-fire and stand-off
precision capability.

The Zorawar is a light tank developed for the Indian Army. The tank is designed
and developed by the Combat Vehicles Research and Development
Establishment, with Larsen & Toubro being the development cum production
partner. Wikipedia

Designed: 2022-2024
Crew: 3
Engine: Cummins VTA903E-T760; 760 hp diesel engine

Main armament: Cockerill 105 mm high-pressure rifled gun in customized
Cockerill 3105 Turret

Manufacturer: Larsen & Toubro
Mass: 25 tonnes

Maximum speed: 70 km/h (43 mph); 35—-40 km/h (22-25 mph) cross country
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India Beats China As Asia’s Strongest Air Force

While it is heartening to see the Indian Air Force ranked above China, New Delhi
must not get carried away. This is even more important given that India and
China are not only neighbours, but they also share an over 4,000 km-long
contested border.

India and China fought a full-fledged war in 1962 and had serious border
confrontations in Nathu La, Sikkim (1967), Doklam (2017), and in Galwan (2020).
A future armed conflict with China can not be ruled out despite recent Modi-Xi
bonhomie.

India also needs to be prepared to counter Chinese aerial power on its Western
front with Pakistan, as happened during Operation Sindoor, when the IAF not
only faced Chinese aircraft, such as the J-10CE and JF-17 Thunder, and Chinese
missiles like the PL-15, but also the Chinese air battle doctrine.

According to the WDMMA 2025 rankings, the United States Air Force (USAF)
remains at the top, followed by Russia in second place.

The WDMMA ranks air forces a complex combination of aircraft numbers,
technology, operational readiness, combat performance, pilot training, and
overall balance of the force, which is the delicate balance between combat
aircraft, trainers, attack helicopters, tankers, AWACS, transporters, fighter
bombers, and special purpose aircraft.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

The sixth ASW SWC INS Magdala, was launched at which shipyard?
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited

Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Limited

Cochin Shipyard Limited

Hindustan Shipyard Limited

ANSWER: C

The 200 MW nuclear power reactors being developed by India are compact
units designed for which unique purpose?

Powering fighter aircraft

Deployment on commercial ships

Operating underwater drones

Supplying energy to remote villages

ANSWER: B

The Zorawar Light Tank recently achieved a successful test-firing of which
indigenous missile?

HELINA

Nag MK-2

Dhruvastra

SANT

ANSWER: B
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Which of the following is not true about the Zorawar Light Tank?
It weighs under 25 tonnes

It is powered by a 760 hp diesel engine

It was designed jointly by Russia and India

It is equipped with a 105 mm high-pressure gun

ANSWER: C

According to WDMMA 2025 rankings, which air force ranks above China in
Asia?

Japan Air Self-Defense Force

Royal Thai Air Force

Indian Air Force

South Korean Air Force

ANSWER: C

Ex CYCLONE Conducted b/w India &
France

Oman

UAE

Egypt
ANSWER: D

Infantry Day of Indian Army In India Is Observed On

. 13 Sep

14 Sep
27 Oct

. 16 Sep

ANSWER: C

India’s Largest Floating Solar Power Project Commissioned In
Pune, M.H.

Chennai, T.N

Ranikhet, UK

. Ramagundam, Telangana

ANSWER: D

Aeronautical Development Establishment (ADE) Is Located In
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A. New Delhi
B. Bengaluru
C. Chennai

D. Kochi
ANSWER: B

10.Central Air Command of IAF Is Located In
A. Shillong
B. Gandhinagar
C. Prayagraj
D. None of the above
ANSWER: C

11. The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) motto is

A. Always be there

B. Service for Nation

C. 24*7

D. Disaster Service Forever
ANSWER: D

12. Third-generation anti-tank missile is ?
A. Prithvi

B. Akash

C. Trishul

D. Nag
ANSWER: D

13. Range of the K-15 Sagarika missile is-

A. 700 km

B. 500 km

C. 400 km

D. 200 km
ANSWER: A

14. The Headquarters and Secretariat of the SAARC Is In
A. Kathmandu

B. Dhaka

C. New Delhi
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D. None
ANSWER: A

15. Bangui Is The Capital Of
A. Cape Verde
B. Qatar
C. Central African Republic
D. Maldives

ANSWER: C

16. “Arms and the Man" Book Is Written By
A. George Bernard Shaw
B. Jules Verne
C. Gunnar Myrdal
D. Lewis Wallace
ANSWER: A

17. The Port Dugm is in
Yemen

Iran

Iraq

Oman

ANSWER: D
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18. Regimental Centre Of THE BRIGADE OF THE GUARDS

A. Kamptee, Maharashtra

B. Ahmednagar, Maharashtra

C. Delhi Cantonment

D. Fatehgarh, Uttar Pradesh
ANSWER: A

19. Western Air Command (WAC) Is In
A. Mumbai
B. New Delhi
C. Chennai
D. Panaji
ANSWER: B
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20. Range of K-9 Vajra Howitzer is

A. 40km

B. 38km

C. 20km

D. 55km
ANSWER: B
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