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Saudi Arabia Named Major Non-NATO Ally by US

United States formally designated Saudi Arabia as a Major Non-NATO Ally
(MNNA), marking a historic upgrade in bilateral relations.

The announcement came during Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s
visit to Washington, D.C., where the two nations finalized a comprehensive
strategic cooperation deal covering defense, artificial intelligence (Al), civil
nuclear energy, and critical minerals.

This move grants Saudi Arabia access to advanced military and economic
privileges under US law, without extending the mutual defense commitment
that comes with full NATO membership.

Alongside the MNNA status, the United States also confirmed a major arms sale
agreement, including the F-35 Lightning Il stealth fighter jets—making Saudi
Arabia one of the few countries globally, and the first in the Arab world, to
access the fifth-generation aircraft.

The deal also includes
Nearly 300 advanced US tanks
Joint defense manufacturing and technology-sharing provisions

Expanded military cooperation and logistics support infrastructure in the Gulf
region

These developments signal a significant deepening of US-Saudi military ties and
a major shift in the Middle East’s strategic balance.

What Does Major Non-NATO Ally Status Mean?
Access to US defense technologies and training

Eligibility for joint military exercises
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Priority delivery of excess US defense articles
Inclusion in joint research and development programs

Permission to stockpile US military equipment within their territory

CAG’s New Centre of Excellence in Hyderabad

The CAG is deploying a major institutional initiative by establishing a Centre of
Excellence for Financial Audit in Hyderabad. The move reflects an intent to
transform audit practices, enhance professional capability and anchor India’s
audit regime to global standards.

With growing complexities in public finances, this centre will play a pivotal role
in strengthening the audit ecosystem.

The new centre will be a dedicated national hub with several key functions,

It will act as an incubator for global best practices, adapting international audit
techniques to the Indian context.

It will focus on research and professional development, building high-end skills
among auditors.

It will drive the standardisation of high-quality financial audit methodologies,
moving beyond traditional approaches.

It intends to integrate data-analytics and artificial intelligence (Al) in audit
workflows — moving from sample-based audits to full-dataset analysis.
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It will incorporate ESG (Environmental, Social & Governance) criteria into audits,
reflecting modern accountability demands.

India’s Basmati Rice Gl Protection Faces Global Legal
Hurdle

In a diplomatic and trade setback, New Zealand and Kenya have rejected India’s
plea to secure exclusive marketing rights for Basmati rice through the Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) agreement of the World
Trade Organisation (WTO).

Courts in both countries ruled that TRIPS provisions cannot override domestic
legal requirements, thereby denying India’s bid to register Basmati as a
trademark.

The case, brought forward by India’s Agricultural and Processed Food Products
Export Development Authority (Apeda), highlights the complex legal terrain
surrounding the international recognition of Geographical Indications (Gls) — a
key trade and branding tool for India’s agri-exports.

India, through Apeda, sought protection of Basmati rice as a Geographical
Indication (Gl) in both New Zealand and Kenya, by invoking Article 22 of the
TRIPS agreement.
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UK Named Country Partner for Hornbill Festival 2025

e |n a move that strengthens international cultural ties and boosts tourism in
Northeast India, the United Kingdom has been officially named as the Country
Partner for the Hornbill Festival 2025, to be held from 1 to 10 December at
Kisama, Kohima, in Nagaland.

e The partnership was formalized in New Delhi through a signing ceremony
between Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio and British Council India Country
Director Alison Barrett. The event was also attended by British High
Commissioner to India Lindy Cameron, showcasing the high-level importance
both governments place on cultural diplomacy.

g:

“Parasocial” Named Word of the Year 2025

e The Cambridge Dictionary has chosen “parasocial” as its Word of the Year for
2025, recognizing the growing public interest in one-sided emotional
relationships that people form with celebrities, influencers, and artificial
intelligence systems.
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e This selection reflects a broader cultural shift in how people interact emotionally
with figures and technologies they’ve never met, especially in an era dominated
by social media and digital companionship.

e Parasocial refers to a one-way emotional connection that someone forms with a
person or character who is unaware of their existence. This relationship is
common with,

e Celebrities

e Social media influencers

e Fictional characters

e Virtual assistants and chatbots
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‘YUVA Al for ALL’

e The Government of India has taken a bold step towards Al inclusivity and digital
empowerment by launching ‘YUVA Al for ALL’, a free, national-level online
course designed to teach basic Artificial Intelligence (Al) skills to 1 crore (10
million) citizens.

e Announced by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY)
under the India Al Mission, the course is a first-of-its-kind initiative that aims to
demystify Al for every Indian — from school students to working professionals.

e ‘YUVA Al for ALL’ is a 4.5-hour, self-paced course developed to make Al easy,
practical, and accessible. It uses Indian examples, simple language, and real-life
case studies to make Al learning fun and relevant.

e ltis available free of cost on platforms such as,

e Future Skills Prime
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e iGOT Karmayogi
e Other major ed-tech platforms

A
 YUVA
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Global Climate Change Performance Index 2026

e India has seen a significant drop in its climate performance ranking, falling 13
places to 23™ position in the Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) 2026,
released during the UN COP30 Climate Summit in Belém, Brazil.

e The report, jointly prepared by German Watch, New Climate Institute, and the
Climate Action Network, highlights India’s lack of a national coal exit timeline as
a major factor behind the downgrade.

e The highest-ranked countries are,

e 4th: Denmark (80.52)

e 5th: Morocco (70.75)

e 6th: United Kingdom (70.8)

e At the bottom of the list are,

e 66th: Iran (14.33)

e 65th: USA (21.84)

e 67th: Saudi Arabia (11.9)
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India Launches AMR 2.0

Union Health and Family Welfare Minister J.P. Nadda has launched the National
Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) 2.0, a renewed initiative covering
the period 2025 to 2029.

The launch took place in New Delhi and marks a major step in India’s national
public health strategy to combat the rising threat of antibiotic resistance.
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) occurs when bacteria, viruses, fungi, and
parasites evolve to resist the effects of medications, making infections harder to
treat.

The AMR 2.0 strategy promotes multi-stakeholder partnerships and emphasizes,
Surveillance systems for tracking antibiotic resistance trends

Regulatory frameworks to curb irrational drug use

Capacity building of health professionals and pharmacists

Public awareness campaigns on responsible antibiotic use

Infection prevention in hospitals and clinics
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NATIONAL ACTION PLAN ON

ANTIMARBORIAL RESISTANCE 2.0

Combating Drug Resistance for a Healthier Future

PM Fasal Bima Yojana Expands

The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) has been expanded to include
crop losses caused by wild animal attacks and inundation of paddy fields,
starting with the Kharif season of 2026.

This is a significant upgrade to the scheme, providing much-needed insurance
relief to farmers suffering from localised damages that were previously
excluded.

The announcement was made by the Union Agriculture Ministry in response to
longstanding demands by farmers, particularly from regions bordering forests
and flood-prone zones.

From Kharif 2026, crop damage due to attacks by wild animals such as
elephants, wild boars, nilgai, deer, and monkeys will be officially recognised as
an insurable event. This risk will be included as the fifth add-on under the
localized risk category of the scheme.

Premium Structure

Kharif crops: 2% of sum insured

Rabi crops: 1.5%

Horticultural/cash crops: 5%
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Which country was formally designated by the United States as a Major Non-
NATO Ally (MNNA)?

A. Qatar

B. Saudi Arabia
C. UAE

D. Israel

Answer: B. Saudi Arabia

2. The MNNA announcement was made during the visit of which Saudi leader to
Washington, D.C.?

A. King Salman bin Abdulaziz

B. Prince Khalid bin Salman

C. Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
D. Prince Faisal bin Farhan

Answer: C. Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman

3. Which Indian institution is establishing a Centre of Excellence for Financial Audit in
Hyderabad?
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A. NITI Aayog

B. Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)
C. RBI

D. SEBI

Answer: B. Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)

4. Which two countries rejected India’s request for exclusive Basmati marketing
rights under TRIPS?

A. Australia and UK

B. China and Nepal

C. New Zealand and Kenya
D. Japan and South Korea

Answer: C. New Zealand and Kenya

5. What is the Cambridge Dictionary’s Word of the Year 2025?

A. Metaverse

B. Parasocial

C. De-influencing
D. Hybrid work

Answer: B. Parasocial

6. The term “parasocial” refers to which type of relationship?

A. Professional business partnerships
B. Two-sided emotional bonds

C. One-sided emotional connections
D. Temporary social interactions

Answer: C. One-sided emotional connections

7. What is the aim of the ‘YUVA Al for ALL’ initiative launched by the Government of
India?

A. Train students for robotics competitions
B. Impart basic Al skills to citizens
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C. Promote Al-based startups
D. Build Al laboratories in rural schools

Answer: B. Impart basic Al skills to citizens

8. How many people is the ‘YUVA Al for ALL’ course designed to train?

A. 5 lakh

B. 20 lakh
C. 1 crore
D. 5crore

Answer: C. 1 crore

9. What is India’s ranking in the Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) 2026?

A. 10th
B. 15th
C. 23rd
D. 30th

Answer: C. 23rd

10. Which new risks are included under the expanded Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY) from Kharif 2026?

A. Pest attacks only

B. Cyclones and drought

C. Wild animal attacks and paddy field inundation
D. Only flood-related damages

Answer: C. Wild animal attacks and paddy field inundation
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