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Madras Day 2026  

• Madras Day 2026 is observed on August 22, which celebrates the founding of 

Madras, now known as Chennai, historically.  

• This tradition has its roots going back to 1639, when the English East India 

Company secured land in Madraspatnam from the native rulers, which resulted 

in the establishment of an English settlement in Coromandel Coast. 

• The English built Fort St George which acted as the focal point for the 

developing settlement. 

• Francis Day and Andrew Cogan arrived in Madraspatnam on 20th February 

1640. Several more treaties during the coming years gave the English more 

powers. 

• These settlements finally grew to become White Town and Black Town 

collectively called as Madras. 
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S. 

No. 

Teacher Name State/UT/Organisation School Name 

1 Shri J Prakash Rao Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands 

PM SHRI GMSSS 

Mayabunder, Pokadera 

2 Shri Rajesh 

Kouluri 

Andhra Pradesh MPPS Chinamallupeta, 

Chinamallupeta 

3 Ms. Yaku Tame Arunachal Pradesh Government Secondary 

School, G-Sector 

Naharlagun, Papum Pare 

District, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Ward No. 16 

IMC 

4 Shri Rajesh 

Bordoloi 

Assam Adarsha Tribal Higher 

Secondary School, Jorhat, 

Kalbari 

5 Ms. Khushboo 

Kumari 

Bihar Urdu Primary School 

Bidaydih, Bidaydih 

6 Ms. Pushpa 

Prasad 

Bihar Middle School 

Kuchaikote Kanya, 

Kuchaikote 

7 Ms. Radha Rajesh CISCE New Horizon Public 

School, Indiranagar 

8 Ms. Sangeeta 

Yadav 

CBSE St. Joseph’s Convent Sr. 

Sec. School, Ward No. 8, 

Idgah Hills 

9 Shri Ravi Jaiswal Chandigarh Govt. Model High School 

Maloya Colony, 

Chandigarh, Maloya 

Colony 

10 Ms. Sunita Yadav Chhattisgarh Govt. M.S. Khichari, 

Khichari 
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11 Ms. Patel 

Purnima 

Mohanlal 

Dadra and Nagar Haveli 

and Daman and Diu 

GHS Dalwada, Dalwada 

12 Ms. Suman Goel Delhi GSKV Pooth Kalan, Pooth 

Kalan 

13 Md. Zafar Alam Eklavya Model 

Residential Schools, 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

EMRS Karanjia, Binuria 

(Tato) 

14 Shri Mahadev 

Hanamant Shinde 

Goa Gujarati Samaj-Special 

School, Aquem 

15 Shri Nitinkumar 

Mahendrakumar 

Pathak 

Gujarat Rangpur Primary School, 

Rangpur 

16 Shri Anil Kaushik Haryana GMSSSS Sanghi, Rohtak, 

Sanghi 

17 Ms. Manjari V 

Mahajan 

Himachal Pradesh Government Senior 

Secondary School, 

Bhaleth, Bhaleth 

18 Mohd. Ayaz Raina Jammu & Kashmir HSS Dalhori, Dalhori 

19 Ms. Munmun 

Bhattacharjee 

Jharkhand MS Barmasia, Barmasia 

20 Ms. 

Rathnakumari S 

Karnataka Government Higher 

Primary School 

Samatagaru, Honnebailu 
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21 Ms. Amutha J Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan PM SHRI 

Kendriya Vidyalaya No. 2 

Madurai, Madurai 

22 Dr. Manisha 

Khetrapal 

Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan PM SHRI KV 

NFR Rangiya, Rangia 

23 Shri Sunil Kumar 

KP 

Kerala GHSS Irikkur, Irikkur 

24 Shri Mohd 

Mustafa Kumal 

Ladakh. Govt Middle School 

Zgangjing, Sankoo, 

Kanoor 

25 Dr. Archana 

Shukla 

Madhya Pradesh Govt. Mahatma Gandhi 

Sandipani Hr. Sec. School, 

BHEL Bhopal, BHEL 

Bhopal 

26 Shri Shailendra 

Pratap Singh 

Madhya Pradesh Government Middle 

School Kanjwar, Village 

Kanjwar, Post Pondi 

Jodouri, Block Majhauli, 

District Sidhi, Madhya 

Pradesh 

27 Dr. Kavita 

Narsingrao Gitte 

Maharashtra Sane Guruji Niwasi 

Vidyalaya Kaij, Sane 

Guruji Niwasi Madhyamik 

Vidyalaya, Kaij-Dharur 

Road, Kaij 

28 Ms. Kunda 

Jayawant 

Bachhav 

Maharashtra NMC School No. 18, 

Anandwalli, Nashik, 

Maharashtra 
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29 Shri 

Wanglembam 

Gobin Singh 

Manipur Laikon Upper Primary 

School, Kongba Makha 

Nandeibam Leikai 

30 Ms. Lalnunmawii Mizoram Government Electric 

Veng High School, 

Electric Veng 

31 Shri R Ronald 

Meru 

Nagaland GHSS Sechu Zubza, Sechu 

32 Shri Vaibhav 

Vasantrao 

Kulkarni 

Navodaya Vidyalaya 

Samiti 

PM SHRI School Jawahar 

Navodaya Vidyalaya 

Latur, 12 No. Pati, Near 

Manjara Sugar Factory, 

Barshi Road 

33 Shri Padaraj 

Umakanta Nayak 

Odisha Government High School 

Alipingal, Alipingal 

34 Shri Ganesan S 

Puducherry 

Seenuvasan Government High School, 

Mettupalayam 

35 Shri Dinesh 

Kumar 

Punjab Govt. Victoria Girls Senior 

Secondary School, Patiala 

36 Dr. Divyendu Sen Rajasthan Mahatma Gandhi 

Government School 

Pachpahar, Pachpahar 

37 Dr. Vartika Gulati Rajasthan GGUPS Tumli Ka Bas, 

Chaksu, Jaipur, Post Jagat 

Shiromani Pura 

38 Shri Shivprasad 

Arvind Tingare 

Sainik Schools, Ministry 

of Defence 

Sainik School Satara, 

Satara 
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39 Ms. Sushma 

Tamang 

Sikkim PM SHRI Government 

Senior Secondary School 

Dikling, Dikling 

40 Shri Thanga Raj Tamil Nadu Panchayat Union Primary 

School Puliyampatti, 

Puliyampatti 

41 Ms. Bhavani 

Bompelly 

Telangana MPPS Girls Gandhari, 

Gandhari 

42 Shri Ranjan 

Debnath 

Tripura PM SHRI Sabroom Girls 

HS School, Sabroom 

43 Dr. Renu Tripathi Uttar Pradesh Govt. Balika Inter College 

Vijay Nagar, Ghaziabad, 

Ward No. 14 (Municipal 

Area) 

44 Dr. Iftkhar Khan Uttar Pradesh Government Inter 

College Ballia, Jagdishpur, 

Ballia 

45 Ms. Shalini 

Kushwaha 

Uttar Pradesh Composite School 

Rasoolabad, Koilaha 

46 Shri Gabar Singh Uttarakhand Govt. UPS Musyakhand, 

Maira 

47 Shri Palash 

Chowdhury 

West Bengal Sri Ramkrishna Sarada 

Vidyapith Primary School, 

Ward No. 30 

48 Shri Santanu 

Patra 

West Bengal Govt. Model School, 

Nayagram Block, 

Baranigui 
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Supreme Court Reduces Practice Period for Judicial Service  

• The Supreme Court has altered the criteria for entry level judicial service 

examinations by bringing down the practice period for candidates from three 

years to one year.  

• The judgment, which has been rendered by the three-judge bench, headed by 

the Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, also provides some relief to the students of 

law and young lawyers, who have been adversely impacted by the earlier 

judgment of the Court regarding mandatory practice requirement. 

• The recent judgment of the Supreme Court was passed while disposing of the 

review petitions filed against the judgment of the court, dated May 2025, which 

had made the requirement of three years of legal practice mandatory for 

candidates appearing in entry-level examinations for the judicial service. 
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NBSS&LUP Develops India’s First Soil Texture Map  

• India has come up with its first-ever Soil Texture Map by the National Bureau of 

Soil Survey and Land Use Planning (NBSS&LUP). This map gives digitized 

information on soil texture on a hectare-wise basis and provides a lot of physical 

insight into the soil texture in the country.  

• The map has been launched on 16th July 2026 and will be helpful in crop 

planning, irrigation planning, soil classification and land-use planning. The map is 

prepared with the help of field study, remote sensing and artificial intelligence 

techniques. 

• The Soil Texture Map is a comprehensive digital data base that shows the 

pattern of soil texture distribution and characteristics in various regions of India. 

This map has been created by NBSS&LUP, which is an institution functioning 

under the umbrella of Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), Nagpur, 

Maharashtra. 

 

Karnataka Bans Analogue Paneer for One Year  

• Karnataka’s Food Safety Division has prohibited the manufacture, storage, 

distribution and sale of analogue paneer sold as “paneer” across the state for 

one year, from 17 August 2026 to 17 August 2027. The order was issued under 

the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, and applies to non-dairy products 

marketed under a dairy name. 

• Analogue paneer is a food product that resembles dairy paneer but uses 

vegetable oil, vegetable fat or other non-dairy ingredients in place of milk fat or 

milk solids, either wholly or partly. The state definition covers products that 
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imitate paneer in appearance, texture or use, but do not meet the composition 

of milk-based paneer. 

• The directive was issued by the Food Safety Commissioner under Sections 

30(2)(a), 18 and 29 of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006. Section 30 deals 

with the powers of the Commissioner, while Section 18 lays down the general 

principles of food safety and Section 29 concerns the powers of food safety 

officers and related enforcement functions. 

• The notification states that the ban applies to dairy analogue products that do 

not have quality standards prescribed by the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India. It does not cover standardised food items such as processed 

cheese, frozen desserts or mixed fat spreads, which are regulated under 

separate food categories. 

 

Sophie Adenot Becomes First French Woman to Walk in 

Space  

• European Space Agency astronaut Sophie Adenot became the first French 

woman and the second European woman to perform a spacewalk on 18 August 

2026. She carried out U.S. Spacewalk 97 outside the International Space Station 

with NASA astronaut Anil Menon during a 6-hour and 23-minute extravehicular 

activity. 

• The main task of the spacewalk was to replace a failed Space-to-Ground 

antenna, or SGANT, on the ISS Z1 truss. The SGANT provides a communication 

link for high-speed data transfer between the International Space Station and 

Mission Control in Houston. 
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• Stuck bolts and electrical cables delayed the installation of the replacement 

antenna. Mission Control instructed the astronauts to secure the failed unit with 

a long-duration tie-down before ending the spacewalk. 

• NASA commander Jessica Meir and flight engineer Jack Hathaway assisted from 

inside the ISS during the EVA. They helped the spacewalkers into their suits and 

operated the Canadarm2 robotic arm. 

• The mission was completed as the 282nd spacewalk in the history of ISS 

assembly, maintenance, and upgrades. 

 

REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 
1. Madras Day is observed every year on which date? 
A. August 15 
B. August 20 
C. August 22 
D. September 5 

Answer: C. August 22 

2. Madras was historically known by which name? 
A. Bombay 
B. Madraspatnam 
C. Calicut 
D. Trichinopoly 

Answer: B. Madraspatnam 

3. Which fort became the focal point of the English settlement in Madras? 
A. Fort William 
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B. Fort St David 
C. Fort St George 
D. Agra Fort 

Answer: C. Fort St George 

4. The Supreme Court recently reduced the mandatory legal practice period for 
candidates appearing in entry-level judicial service examinations from three years 
to: 
A. Six months 
B. One year 
C. Two years 
D. Five years 

Answer: B. One year 

5. India’s first-ever Soil Texture Map was developed by which organisation? 
A. ISRO 
B. DRDO 
C. NBSS&LUP 
D. Survey of India 

Answer: C. NBSS&LUP 

6. NBSS&LUP functions under which organisation? 
A. Ministry of Agriculture 
B. Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
C. Ministry of Earth Sciences 
D. NITI Aayog 

Answer: B. Indian Council of Agricultural Research 

7. Karnataka has prohibited the sale of analogue paneer for which period? 
A. Six months 
B. One year 
C. Two years 
D. Three years 

Answer: B. One year 

8. Sophie Adenot became the first woman from which country to perform a 
spacewalk? 
A. Germany 
B. Italy 
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C. France 
D. Spain 

Answer: C. France 

9. Sophie Adenot performed the spacewalk outside which space station? 
A. Tiangong Space Station 
B. Mir Space Station 
C. International Space Station 
D. Skylab 

Answer: C. International Space Station 

10. What was the main task of the spacewalk involving Sophie Adenot and NASA 
astronaut Anil Menon? 
A. Repairing solar panels 
B. Replacing a failed Space-to-Ground antenna 
C. Installing a new robotic arm 
D. Collecting lunar samples 

Answer: B. Replacing a failed Space-to-Ground antenna 
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